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Subpart A—General
§173,1 Purpose.

This part prescribes requirements for
numbering vessels and for reporting
casualties and accidents to implement
sections 6101, 6102, 12301 and 12302 of
Title 46, United States Code.

[CGD 89-048, 54 FR 27002, June 27, 1989, as
amended by USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37741,
June 25, 2603]

§173.3 Definitions.

As used in this part:

(a) [Reserved] .

(b) Issuing authority means a State
that has a numbering system approved
by the Coast Guard or the Coast Guard
where a number system has not been
approved. Issuing authorities are listed
in Appendix A of this part.

(¢) Operator means the person who is
in control or in charge of a vessel while
it is in use.

(d) Owner means a person who claims
lawful possession of a vessel by virtue
of legal title or equitable Interest
therein which entitles him to such pos-
session.

(e) Person means an individual, firm,
partnership, corporation, company, as-
sociation, joint-stock association, or
governmental entity and includes a
trustee, receiver, assignee, or similar
representative of any of them.

(P Reporting authority means a State
that has a numbering system approved
by the Coast Guard or the Coast Guard
where a numbering system has not
been approved. Reporting authorities
are listed in Appendix A of this part.

(g) State means a State of the United
States, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, and the District of Colum-
bia,

(h) State of principal use means the
State on whose waters a vessel is used
or to be used most during a calendar
year.
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§173.1

(i) Use means operate, navigate, or
employ.
[CGD 72-34R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as

amended by CGD 77-117A, 43 FR 17941, Apr.
27, 1978; CGD 89-048, 54 FR 2702, June 27, 1989)

Subpart B—Numbering

§173.11 Applicability.

This subpart applies to each vessel
equipped with propulsion machinery of
any type used on waters subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States and
on the high seas beyond the territorial

seas for vessels owned in the United -

States except:

(a) Foreign vessels temporarily using
waters subject to U.S, jurisdiction;

(b) Military or public vessels of the
United States, except recreational-type
public vessels;

(c) A vessel whose owner is a State or
subdivision thereof, which is used prin-
cipally for governmental purposes, and
which is clearly identifiable as such;

(d) Ships’ lifeboats;

(e) A vessel which has or is required
to have a valid marine document as a
vessel of the United States.

§173.13 Exemptions.

Where the Coast Guard issues num-
bers, the following classes of vessels
are exempt, under Section 12303 of
Title 46, United States Code, from the
numbering provisions of Sections 12301
and 12302 of Title 46, United States
Code, and this part:

(a) A vessel that is used exclusively
for racing. -

(b) A vessel equipped with propulsion
machinery of less than 10 horsepower
that:

(1) Is owned by the owner of a vessel
for which a valid certificate of number
has been issued;

(2) Displays the number of that num-
bered vessel followed by the suffix *‘1"
in the manner prescribed in §173.27; and

(3) Is used as a tender for direct
transportation between that vessel and
the shore and for no other purpose.

§173.15 Vessel number required.
(a) Except as provided in §173.17, no
person may use a vessel to which this

part applies unless:
(1) It has a number issued on a cer-

tificate of number by the issuing au-

33 CFR Ch. | {7-1-03 Edilion)

thority in the State in which the vessel
is principally used; and

(2) The number is displayed as de-
scribed in §173.27.

(b) This section does not apply to a
vessel for which a valid temporary cer-
tificate has been issued to its owner by
the issuing authority in the State in
which the vessel is principally used.

§173.17 Reciprocity.

(a) Section 12302(c) of Title 46, United
States Code, states:

When a vessel Is numbered In a State, it is
deemed In compliance with the numbering
system of a State in which it temporarily is
operated.

(b) Section 12302(d) of Title 46, United
States Code, states:

When a vessel is removed to a new State of
principal operation, the issuing authority of
that State shall recognize the validity of the
number issued by the original State for 60
days.

[CGD 89-048, 54 FR 27002, June 27, 1989]

§173.19 Other numbers prohibited.

No person may use a vessel to which
this part applies that has any number
that is not issued by an issuing author-
ity for that vessel on its forward half.

§173.21 Certificate
quired,

(a) Except as provided in §§173.13 and
173.17, no person may use a vessel to
which this part applies unless it has on
board:

(1) A valid certificate of number or
temporary certificate for that vessel
issued by the issuing authority in the
State in which the vessel is principally
used; or

(2} For the vessel described in para-
graph (b) of this section, a copy of the
lease or rental agreement, signhed by
the owner or his or her authorized rep-
resentative and by the person leasing
or renting the vessel, that contains at
least:

(i) The vessel number that appears on
the certificate of number; and -

(1) The period of time for which the
vessel is leased or rented.

{b) Section 12304(a) of Title 46, United
States Code, states in part: The certifi-
cate of number for a vessel less than 26
feet in length and leased or rented to

of number re-
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another for the latter’s noncommercial
operation of less than 7 days may be re-
tained on shore by the vessel’s owner
or representative at the place from
which the vessel departs or returns to
the possession of the owner or the own-
er's representative.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 77-117A, 43 FR 1794}, Apr.
27, 1978; CGD 85-048, 54 FR 27002, June 27,
1989; USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37742, June 25,
2003) .

§173.23 Inspection of certificate.

- Each person using a vessel to which
this part applies shall present the cer-
tificate or lease or rental agreement
required by §173.21 to any Federal,
State, or local law enforcement officer
for inspection at his or her request.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37742,
June 25, 2003]

§173.25
ber.
No person may use a vessel to which
this part applies unless the certificate
or lease or rental agreement required
by §173.21 is carried on board in such a
manner that it can be handed to a per-
son authorized under §173.23 to inspect
it.

Location of certificate of num-

§173.27 Numbers: Display; size; color.

{a) Each number required by §173.15

must: .

(1) Be painted on or permanently at-
tached to each side of the forward half
of the vessel except as allowed by para-
graph (b} or required by paragraph (c}
of this section;

(2) Be in plain vertical block char-
acters of not less than 3 inches in
height;

(3) Contrast with the color of the
background and be distinctly visible
and legible;

(1) Have spaces or hyphens that are
equal to the width of a letter other
than “I" or a number other than ‘1"
between the letter and number
groupings (Example: DC.5678 EF or DC-
5678-EF)}; and

(5) Read from left to right.

(b) When a vessel is used by a manu-
facturer or by a dealer for testing or
demonstrating, the number may be
painted on or attached to removable

§173.33

plates that are temporarily but firmly
attached to each side of the forward
half of the vessel.

(c) On vessels so configured that a
number on the hull or superstructure
would not be easily visible, the number
must be painted on or attached to a
backing plate that is attached to the
forward half of the vessel so that the
number is visible from each side of the
vessel.

(d) Each number displayed on a ten-
der exempted under §173.13 must meet
the requirements of paragraph (a) of
this section and have a space or hyphen
that is equal to the width of a letter
other than "I” or a number other than
“1" between the suffix and the number.
(E)Ixample: DC 5678 EF 1 or DC-5678-EF-
1.

§173.29 Notification to issuing author-
ity.

A person whose name appears as the
owner of a vessel on a certificate of
number shall, within 15 days, notify
the issuing authority in a manner pre-
scribed by the issuing authority of:

(a) Any change in his or her address;

(b) The theft or recovery of the ves-
sel;

(c) The loss or destruction of a valid
certificate of number;

(d) The transfer of all or part of his
or her interest in the vessel; and

(e) The destruction or abandonment
of the vessel.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37742,
June 25, 2003]

§173.31 Surrender of certificate of
number.

A person whose name appears as the
owner of a vessel on a certificate of
number shall surrender the certificate
in a manner prescribed by the issuing
authority within 15 days after it be-
comes invalid under paragraph (b}, (c}.
{d), or (e} of §173.77.

§173.33 Removal of number,

The person whose name appears on a
certificate of number as the owner of a
vessel shall remove the number and
validation sticker from the vessel
when:

{a) The vessel is documented by the
Coast Guard;
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§173.35-

{b) The certificate of number is in-
valid under paragraph (c) of §173.77; or

{c) The vessel is no longer principally
used in the State where the certificate
was 1ssued.

§173.35 Coast Guard validation stick-
er.

No person may use a vessel except a
vessel exempted in §173.13 that has a
number issued by the Coast Guard un-
less it has the validation sticker issued
with the certificate of number dis-
played within 6 inches of the number.

Subpart C—Casually and
Accident Reporting

§173.51 Applicability,

(a) This subpart applies to each ves-
sel used on waters subject to the juris-
diction of the United States and on the
high seas beyond the territorial seas
for vessels owned in the United States
that:

(1) Is used by its operator for rec-
reational purposes; or

(2) Is required to be numbered under
this part.

(b) This subpart does not apply to a
vessel subject to inspection under Title
46 U.S.C. Chapter 33.

[CDG 72-54R, 37 FR 21389, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CDG 84-099, 52 FR 47533, Dec. 14,
1987}

§173.63 Immediate notification of
death or disappearance.

(a) When, as a result of an occurrence
that involves a vessel or its equipment,
a person dies or disappears from a ves-
sel, the operator shall, without delay,
by the quickest means available, notify
the nearest reporting authority listed
in Appendix A of this part of:

(1) The date, time, and exact location
of the occurrence; .

(2) The name of each person who died
or disappeared;

(3) The number and name of the ves-
sel; and

(4) The names and addresses of the
owner and operator.

(b) When the operator of a vessel can-
not give the notice required by para-
graph (a) of this section, each person
on board the vessel shall notify the
casualty reporting authority or deter-
mine that the notice has been given.

33 CFR Ch. 1 (7-1-03 Edition)

§173.556 Report of casualty or accident.

(a) The operator of a vessel shall sub-
mit the casualty or accident report
prescribed in §173.57 to the reporting
authority prescribed in §173.59 when, as
a result of an occurrence that involves
the vessel or its equipment:

(1) A person dies;

(2) A person is Injured and requires
medical treatment beyond first aid;

(3) Damage to vessels and other prop-
erty totals $2,000 or more or there is a
complete loss of any vessel;

(4) A person disappears from the ves-
sel under circumstances that indicate
death or injury.

(b} A report required by this section
must be made:

(1) Within 48 hours of the occurrence
if a person dies within 24 hours of the
occurrernce;

(2) Within 48 hours of the occurrence
if a person is injured and requires med-
ical treatment beyond first aid, or dis-
appears from a vessel; and

(3) Within 10 days of the occurrence
or death if an earlier report is not re-
quired by this paragraph.

{c) When the operator of a vessel can-
not submit the casualty or accident re-
port required by paragraph {a) of this
section, the owner shall submit the
casualty or accident report.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 76-155, 44 FR 5308, Jan. 25,
1979; CGD 82-015, 54 FR 5610, Feb. 6, 1989;
USCG-1992-6094, 66 FR 21675, May 1, 2001; 66
FR 33845, June 26, 2001; USCG-1993-6094, 67
FR 14645, Mar. 27, 2002]

§173.567 Contents of report.

Each report required by §173.55 must
be in writing, dated upon completion,
and signed by the person who prepared
it and must contain, if available, at
least the following information about
the casualty or accident:

(a2} The numbers and names of each
vessel involved.

(b) The name and address of each
owner of each vessel involved.

() The name of the nearest city or
town, the county, the State, and the
hody of water.

(d) The time and date the casualty or
accident occurred.

(e) The location on the water.

() The visibility, weather, and water
conditions.
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(g} The estimated air and water tem-
peratures.

(h) The name, address, age, or date of
birth, telephone number, vessel oper-
ating experience, and boating safety
training of the operator making the re-
port.

{1} The name and address of each op-
erator of each vessel involved.

(i} The number of persons on board or
towed on skis by each vessel.

(k) The name, address, and date of
birth of each person injured or killed.

(1) The cause of each death.

{(m) Weather forecasts available to,
and weather reports used by, the oper-
ator before and during the use of the
vessel.

(n) The name and address of each
owner of property involved.

(o) The availability and use of per-
sonal flotation devices.

{p) The type and amount of each fire
extinguisher used.

{g) The nature and extent of each in-
jury.
{r) A description of all property dam-
age and vessel damage with an esti-
mate of the cost of all repairs.

(s} A description of each equipment
failure that caused or contributed to
the cause of the casualty.

(t) A description of the vessel cas-
ualty or accident.

{u} The type of vessel operation
{cruising, drifting, fishing, hunting,
skiing, racing, or other), and the type
of accident (capsizing, sinking. fire, or
explosion or other).

{v) The opinion of the person making
the report as to the cause of the cas-
ualty, including whether or not alcohol
or drugs, or both, was a cause or con-
tributed to causing the casualty.

{(w) The make, model, type (open,
cabin, house, or other), beam width at
widest. point, length, depth frem tran-
som to keel, horsepower, propulsion
{outboard, inboard, inboard outdrive,
sall, or other), fuel (gas, diesel, or
other), construction {wood, steel, alu-
minum, plastic, fiberglass, or other),
and year built {model year), of the re-
porting operator’s vessel.

(x) The name, address, and telephone
number of each witness.

(v} The manufacturer’s hull identi-
fication number, if any, of the report-
ing operator’s vessel.

§173.75

(z) The name, address, and telephone
number of the person submitting the
report.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 84-099, 52 FR 47533, Dec. 14,
égg;i USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37742, June 25,

§173.69 Where to submit report.

A report required by §173.55 must be
submitted to:

(a) The reporting authority listed in
Appendix A of this part where the ves-
sel number was issued, or, if the vessel
has no number, where the vessel is
principally used; or

(b) The reporting authority where
the casualty or accident occurred, if it
occurred outside the State where the
vessel is numbered or principally used.

Subpart D—Issue of Certificate of
Number

§173.71 Application - for certificate of
number,

Any person who 1s the owner of a ves-
sel to which §173.11 applies may apply
for a certificate of number for that ves-
sel by submitting to the issuing au-
thority, listed in Appendix A of this
part, where the vessel will principally
be used:

{a) An application on a form and in a
manner prescribed by the issuing au-
thority; and

(b) The fee required by the issuing
authority.

§17?1.).73 Duplicate certificaie of num-
er.

If a certificate of number is lost or
destroyed, the person whose name ap-
pears on the certificate as the owner
may apply for a duplicate certificate
by submitting to the issuing authority
that issued the certificate:

(a) An application on a form or in a
manner prescribed by the issuing au-
thority; and

(b) The fee required by the issuing
authority, if any.

§173.75 Temporary certificate.

A temporary certificate valid for not
more than 60 days after it is issued
may be issued by an issuing authority
pending the issue of a certificate of
number. A temporary certificate Is not
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§173.77

valid after the date that the owner re-
ceives the: certificate of number from
the issuing authority.

§17%77 Validity of certificate of num-
er,

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b). (¢}, (d), and (e) of this section, a
certificate of number is valid until the
date of expiration prescribed by the
issuing authority.

{b) A certificate of number issued by
an issuing authority is invalid after
the date upon which:

(1) The vessel Is documented or re-
quired to be documented under Part 67
of Title 46, Code of Federal Regula-
tions;

{2) The person whose name appears
on the certificate of number as owner
of the vessel transfer all of his or her
ownership in the vessel; or

(3 The vessel is destroyed or aban-
doned.

(¢) A certificate of number issued by
an issuing authority is invalid if:

(1) The application for the certificate
of number contains a false or fraudu-
lent statement; or

(2) The fees for the issuance of the
certificate of number are not paid.

(d) A certificate of number is invalid
60 days after the day on which the ves-
sel is no longer principally used in the
State where the certificate was issued.

{e) The certificate of number is in-
valid when the person whose name ap-
pears on the certificate involuntarily
loses his or her interest in the num-
bered vessel by legal process.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37742,
June 25, 2003]

§173.79 Expiration of Coast Guard cer-
tificate of number,
A certificate of number issued by the
Coast Guard expires 3 years from the
date it is issued.

8173.81 Coast Guard forms for num-
bering and casualty reporting.

(a) In a State where the Coast Guard
is the issuing authority, the following
Coast Guard forms must be used:

(1) Each application for a certificate
of number or renewal must be made on

two-part Form CG-3876 and 3876A, Ap-

33 CFR Ch. | (7-1-03 Edition)

plication for Number and Temporary
Certificate.

(2) Each notification required by
§173.29(b) must be made on Form CG-
2921, Notification of Change in Status
of Vessel. _

(3} Each notification required by
§173.29(a) must be made on Form CG-
3920, Change of Address Notice.

() Each notification required by
§173.29(c) must be made in writing.

(5) Each application for a duplicate
certificate of number must be made on
two-part Form CG-3919 and CG-3919A,
Application for Duplicate Certificate of
Number and Temporary Duplicate Cer-
tificate.

(6) Each vessel casualty required to
be reported by §173.55 must be made on
Form CG-3865.

(b) Each surrender of a certificate of
number required by §173.31 may be
made in any form but must contain a
written statement as to why the cer-
tificate is being surrendered.

§173.83 Availability of Coast Guard
forms.

In a State where the Coast Guard is
the issuing authority, forms required
by §173.81 are available at all manned
Coast Guard shore units, except light
and loran stations and except for Form
CG-3865, at all first- and second-class
and- some third- and fourth-class post
offices.

§173.85 Fees levied by the Coast
Guard.

(a) In a State where the Coast Guard
is the issuing authority, the fees for
issuing certificates of number are:

(1) Original or transferred certificate
of number and two validation stick-
ers—$24.

(2) Renewed certificate of number
and two valldation stickers—#$16.

(3) Duplicate certificate of number—
$9

{4) Replacement of lost or destroyed
validation stickers—$9.

(b) Fees are payable by check or
money-order made payable to the *'U.S.
Coast Guard'’; by major credit card
(MasterCard or Visa); or, when the
owner applies in person, in cash.

[USCG-1998-3386, 64 FR 36243, July 6, 1999]
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APPENDIX A TO PART 173—ISSUING AU-
THORITIES AND REPORTING AUTHORI-
TIES

{a) The State is the issuing authority and
reporting authority in:

STATE
Alabama—AL. Montana—-MT,
Alaska--AK. Nebraska—NB.
American Samoa— Nevada—NV.
AS. New Hampshire—NH.
Arizona—AZ, New Jersey—NJ.

Arkansas—AR,
California—CF.

New Mexico—NM.
New York—NY.

Colorado—CL. North Carolina—NC,
Sgg“sac‘;iecult)‘ic'f- North Dakota—ND.
Di;»it;ic;:) gf Colum- N?ﬁmﬁ{ma
T Ohio—OH.
Clorida—FL. Oklahoma—OK.
Guan%—GU. ' Oregon—OR.
Hawall—HA. Pennsylvania—PA.
Idaho—ID. Puerto Rico—FPR.
Ilinois—IL. Rhode Island—RI.
Indiana—IN. South Carolina—SC.
Iowa—IA. South Dakota—SD.
Kansas—KA. Tennessee—TN.
Kentucky—KY. Texas—TX.
Louisiana—LA. Utah—UT.
Maine—ME. Vermont—VT.
Maryland—MD. Virginia—VA,
Massachusetts—MS.  Virgin Islands—VI.
Michigan—MC. Washington—WN.

Minnesota--MN.
Mississippi—MI. Wisconsin—WS.
Missouri—MO. Wyoming—WY.

(b) The Coast Guard is the issuing author-
ity and reporting authority in:

West Virginla— WV,

STATE
[Reserved]

(c) The abbreviations following the names

of the State listed in paragraphs (a) and (b)
are the two capital letters that must be used
in the number format to denote the State of
principal use as prescribed in §174.23 of this
chapter.
ICGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 76-076, 41 FR 23401, June 10,
1876; CGD 89-048, 54 FR 27002, June 27, 1989;
USCG-2001-9286, 66 FR 33642, June 25, 2001]

PART 174—STATE NUMBERING AND
CASUALTY REPORTING SYSTEMS

Subpait A—~General

Sec..

1741 Applicability,

174.3 Definitions.

174.5 Requirements for approval
174.7 Approval procedure.

§174.3

‘ Subpart B—~Numbering System
Requirements

174.11 Applicability of State numbering sys-
tem.

174,13 Owner or operator requirements.

174.14 State numbering system optional sec-
tions.

174.15 Validation stickers.

174.17 Contents of application for certificate
of number.

174.19 Contents of a certificate of number.

174.21 Contents of temporary certificate.

174.23 Form of number.

174.25 Slze of certiflcate of number.

174.27 Duration of certificate of number.

174.28 Temporary certificate of number,

174.31 Terms and conditions for vessel num-
berlng.

Subpart C—Casualty Reporting System
Requirements

174.101 Applicability of State casualty re-
porting system.

174.103 Administration.

174.105 Owner or operator casualty report-
Ing requirements.

174.106 State casualty reporting system op-
tlonal sections.

174.107 Contents of casualty or accident re-
port form,

Subpart D—State Reports

174.121 Forwarding of casualty or accident
reports.

174.123 Annual report of numbered vessels.

174.125 Coast Guard address.

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 6101, 12302; Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Delegation No.
0170.

SOURCE: CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21402, Qct. 7,
1872, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§174.1 Applicability.

This part establishes a standard
numbering system for vessels and a
uniform vessel casualty reporting sys-
tem for vessels by prescribing require-
ments applicable to the States for the
approval of State numbering systems.

§174.3 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Operator means the person who is in
control or In charge of a vessel while it
is in use.

Owner means a person who claims
lawful possession of a vessel by virtue
of legal title or equitable interest
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§174.5

therein which entitles him or her to
such possession,

Reporting authority means a State
where a numbering system has been ap-
proved by the Coast Guard or the Coast
Guard where a numbering system has
not been approved. Reporting authori-
ties are listed in Appendix A of Part 173
of this chapter.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 96-028, 61 FR 33669, June 28,
1896; CGD 87-023, 62 FR 33365, June 19, 1997:
USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37742, June 25, 2003]

§174.6 Requirements for approval.

The Commandant approves a State
numbering system if he or she finds,
after examination of the information
submitted by a State, that the State
numbering system and vessel casualty
reporting system meet the require-
ments of this part, 46 U.S.C. 6102, and
46 U.S.C. Chapter 123.

[CGD 97-023, 62 FR 33365, June 19, 1997, as
amended by USCG-1998-3799, 63 FR 35533,
June 30, 1998: USCG-2003-15404, 68 FR 37742,
June 25, 2003]

§174.7 Approval procedure.

To obtain approval by the Comn-
mandant of a numbering system or of
any revision to a numbering system, an
authorized representative of the State
must submit three copies of the State
laws, regulations, forms, and policy
statements, if any, that pertain to the
numbering system or revision to Office
of Boating Safety, 2100 Second Street
SW., Washington, DC 20593-0001.

[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 82-010, 48 FR 8273, Feb. 28,
1983; CGD 88-052, 53 FR 25122, July 1, 1988;
CGD 96-026, 61 FR 33669, June 28, 1996]

Subpart B—Numbering System
Requirements

§174.11 Applicability of State num-
bering system.

~ {a) Except as allowed in paragraph (c}
of this section, a State numbering sys-
tem must require the numbering of
vessels to which §173.11 of this chapter
applies.

(b) A State numbering system may
require the numbering of any vessel
subject to the jurisdiction of the State
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unless prohibited by the regulations in
Part 173 of this chapter.

(c} A State numbering system may
exempt from its numbering require-
ments any vessel or class of vessels to
which §173.13 of this chapter applies,

§174.13 Ownmer or operator require-
ments,

A State numbering system must con-
tain the requirements applicable to an
owner or a person operating a vessel
that are prescribed in the following
sections of Part 173:

(a) Paragraph (a) of §173.15 Vessel
number required.

(b} Section 173.19 Other numbers pro-
hibited.

(¢} Paragraph (a) of §i73.21 Certificate
of number required.

(d) Section 173.23 Inspection of certifi-
cate.

(e) Section 173.25 Location of certifi-
cate of number.

(f) Section 173.29 Notification of Issuing
authority.

(g) Section 173.71 Application for cer-
tificate of number.

(h} Section 173.73 Duplicate certificate
of number.

(1) Section 173.77 Validity of certificate
of number.

{46 U.S.C. 1451, 1467, 1488; 48 CFR 1.46(n)(1))
[CGD 77-117, 44 FR 42195, July 18, 1979]

§174.14 State numbering system op-
tional sections.

In addition to the requirements in
§174.13, a State numbering system may
contain any of the other requirements
applicable to a vessel owner or oper-
ator prescribed in Part 173.

(46 U.S.C. 1451, 1467, 1488; 49 CFR 1.46(n}(1))
(CGD 77-117, 44 FR 42195, July 19, 1979, as

amended by USCG-1999-5832, 64 FR 34715,
June 29, 1999}

§174.15 Validation stickers.

(a) If a State issues validation stick-
ers, its numbering system must con-
tain the requirements that stickers
must be displayed within 6 inches of
the number and the stickers must meet
the requirements in paragraphs (b) and
(c) of this section.

(b} Validation stickers must be ap-
proximately 3 inches square.
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{c) The year in which each validation
sticker expires must be indicated by
the colors, blue, international orange,
green, and red, in rotation beginning
with blue for stickers that expire in
1973.

§174.17 Contenis of application for
certificate of number,

{a) Each form for application for a
certificate of number must contain the
following information:

(1) Name of the owner.

(2) Address of the owner, including
ZIP cade.

(3)-{4) [Reserved]

(5} State in which vessel is or will be

_principally used.

(6) The number previously issued by
an issuing authority for the vessel, if
any.

(7} Whether the application is for a
new number, renewal of a number, or
transfer of ownership.

(8) Whether the vessel is used for
pleasure, rent or lease, dealer or manu-
facturer demonstration, commercial
passenger carrying, commercial fish-
ing, or other commercial use.

(9) Make of vessel.

(10) Year vessel was manufactured or
model year.

(11) Manufacturer’s hull identifica-
tion number, if any.

(12) Overall length of vessel.

(13) Type of vessel (cpen, cabin,
house, or other).

(14) Whether the hull is wood, steel,
aluminum, fiberglass, plastic, or other.

(15) Whether the propulsion is in-
board, outboard, inboard-outdrive, sail
or other.

(16} Whether the fuel is gasoline, die-
sel, or other.

(17) The signature of the owner.

(b) An application made by a manu-
facturer or dealer for a number that is
to be temporarily affixed to a vessel for
demonstration or test purposes may
omit items 9 through 16 of paragraph
(a) of this section.

{c) An application made by a person
who intends to lease or rent the vessel
without propulsion machinery may
omit items 15 and 16 of paragraph (a) of
thig section.

[CGD 79-087, 47 FR 8176, Feb. 25, 1982]

§174.19

§174.19 Contents of a certificate of
number.

(a) Except as allowed in paragraphs
(b), (c), and (d) of this section, each
certificate of number must contain the
following information:

(1) Number issued to the vessel.

{2) Expiratlon date of the certificate.

(3) State of principal use.

(4) Name of the owner.

(5) Address of owner, including ZIP
code.

(6) Whether the vessel is used for
pleasure, rent or lease, dealer or manu-
facturer demonstration, commercial
passenger carrying, commercial fishing
or other commercial use.

{7V Manufacturer’s hull identification
number {if any).

(8) Make of vessel.

(9 Year vessel was manufactured.

(10) Overall length of vessel.

{11} Whether the vessel is an open
boat, cabin cruiser, housebeat, or other
type.

(12) Hull material.

(13) Whether the propulsion is in-
board, outboard, inboard-outdrive, or
sail. :

(14) Whether the fuel is gasoline, die-
sel, or other.

(b} A certificate of number issued to
a vessel that has a manufacturer's hull
identification number assigned, may
omit items 8 through 14 of paragraph
(a) of this section if the manufacturer’s
hull identification number is plainly
marked on the certificate,

{c) A certificate of number issued to
a manufacturer or dealer to be used on
a vessel for test or demonstration pur-
poses may omit items 7 through 14 of
paragraph (a) of this section Iif the
word ‘“‘manufacturer’” or ‘‘dealer” is
plainly marked on the certificate.

(d) A certificate of number issued to
a vessel that is to be rented or leased
without propulsion machinery may
omit items 13 and 14 of paragraph (a) of
this section if the words “livery ves-
sel”” are plainly marked on the certifi-
cate,

(e) An issuing authority may print on
the certificate of number a quotation
of the State regulations pertaining to
change of ownership or address, docu-
mentation, loss, discovery of vessel,
carriage of the certificate of number on
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§174.21

board when the vessel is In use, ren-
dering aid in a vessel accident, and re-
porting of vessel casualties and acci-
dents.

(46 U.S.C. 1451, 1467, 1488; 49 CFR 1.46(n)(1)) -
{CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as
amended by CGD 77-117, 44 FR 42195, July 19,

1979; USCG-1999-5832, 64 FR 34715, June 29,
1999]

§174.21 Contents of temporary certifi-
cate.

A temporary certificate issued pend-
ing the issuance of a certificate of
number must contain the following in-
formation:

(a) Make of vessel.

{b) Length of vessel.

(c) Type of propulsion.

{d) State in which vessel is prin-
cipally used.

{e) Name of owner.

(f) Address of owner, including ZIP
code.

{g) Signature of owner,

(h) Date of issuance.

{i) Notice to the owner that the tem-
porary certificate is invalid after &0
days from the date of issuance.

§174.28 Form of number.

{a) Each number must consist of two
capital letters denoting the State of
the issuing authority, as specified in
Appendix A of Part 173 of this chapter,
followed by—

(1) Not more than four numerals fol-
lowed by not more than two capital
letters (example: NH 1234 BD); or

(2) Not more than three numerals fol-
lowed by not more than three capital
letters (example: WN 567 EFG).

(b} A number suffix must not include
the letters “I, "0, or “Q.,” which
may be mistaken for numerals.

§174.26 Size of certificate of number.

Each certificate of number must be
approximately 2% by 3% inches.

§174.27 Duration of certificate of num-

ber.

A certificate of number must not be
valid for more than 3 years.
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§174.29 Temporary certificate of num-
ber.

A State may issue a temporary cer-
tificate of number that is effective for
not more than 60 days.

§174.31 Terms and conditions for ves-
sel numbering,

A State numbering system may con-
dition the issuance of a certificate of
number on—

(a) Title to, or other proof of owner-
ship of a vessel except a recreational-
type public vessel of the United States;
or

{b) The payment of State or local
taxes, except for a recreational-type
public vessel of the United States.

Subpart C—Casualty Reporiing
System Requirements

§174,101 Applicability of State cas-
ualty reporting system.

(a) A State casualty reporting sys-
tem must require the reporting of ves-
sel casualties and accidents involving
vessels to which §173.51 of this chapter
applies.

(b) The State casualty reporting sys-
tem may also require vessel casualty
or accident reports for property dam-
age in amounts less than that required
under §173.55 of this chapter.

(46 U.S.C. 1486; 49 CFR 1.46(n) (1))
{CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21402, QOct. 7, 1972, as

amended by CGD 76-155, 44 FR 5309, Mar. 25,
1979; CGD §2-015, 54 FR 5610, Feb. 6, 1989]

§174.103 Administration.

The State casualty reporting system
must be administered by a State agen-
cy that—

(a) Will provide for the reporting of
all casualties and accidents prescribed
in §173.55 of this chapter;

{b) Receives reports of vessel casual-
ties or accidents required in §174.101;

(c) Reviews each accldent and cas-
ualty report to assure the accuracy and
completeness of each report;

(d) Determines the cause of casual-
ties and accidents reported based on in-
formation available and indicates the
apparent cause on the casualty report
or on an attached page:

"(e) Natifies the Coast Guard, in writ-
ing, when a problem area in boating
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safety peculiar to the State is deter-
mined, together, with corrective meas-
ures instituted or recommended; and

{f) Reports on vessel numbering and
vessel casualties and accidents as re-
quired in Subpart D of this part.

{46 U.S.C. 1486; 49 CFR 1.46(n)(1))
[CGD 72-54R, 37 FR 21402, Oct. 7, 1972, as

amended by CGD 76-155, 44 FR 5309, Mar. 25,
1979)

§174.105 Owner or operator casualty
reporting requirements.

A State casualty reporting system
must contain the following require-
ments of Part 173 applicable to an
owner or a person operating a vessel:

(a) Sectlon 173.55 Report of casualty or
accident.

(b) Section 173.57 Casualty or accident
report,

(c) Section 173.59 Where to report.

{46 U.S.C, 1451, 1467, 1488; 49 CFR 1.46 (n)(1))

[CGD 77-117, 44 FR 42195, July 19, 1979]

§174.106 State casualty reporting sys-
tem optional sections.

In addition to the requirements in
§174.105, a State casualty reporting
system may contaln any of the other
requirements applicable to a vessel
owner or operator prescribed in Part
173.

(46 U.S.C. 1451, 1467, 1488; 49 CFR 1.46 (n){1})
[CGD 71-117, 44 FR 42185, July 19, 1979, as

amended by USCG-1999-5832, 64 FR 34715,
June 29, 1999}

§174.107 Contents of casualty or acci-
dent report form.

Each form for reporting a vessel cas-
ualty or accident must contain the in-
formation required in §173.57 of this
chapter.

Subpart D—State Reporis

§174.121 Forwarding of casualty or ac-
cident reports.

Within 30 days of the receipt of a cas-
ualty or accident report, each State
that has an approved numbering sys-
tem must forward a copy of that report

"to the Commandant (G-OCC), U.S.
Coast Guard, 2100 Second Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20593-0001.

[USCG-1998-3799, 63 FR 35533, June 30, 1998]
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§174.123 Annual report of numbered

vesgels.

Before March 1 of each year, each
State that has an approved numbering
system must prepare and submit Coast
Guard Form CGHQ-3923, Report of Cer-
tificates of Number Issued to Boats, to
the Coast Guard.

§174.125 Coast Guard address.

The report required by §174.123 must
be sent to the Office of Boating Safety,
2100 Second Street SW., Washington,
DC 20593-0001.

[CGD 88-052, 53 FR 25122, July 1, 1988, as
amended by CGD 96-026, 61 FR 33669, June 28,
1996]

PART 175—EQUIPMENT
REQUIREMENTS

Subpart A—General

Sec.

175.1 Applicability.

175.3 Definitions.

175.5 Exemption from preemption.

Subpart B—Personal Flotation Devices

175.11 Applicability.

175.13 Definitions.

175.15 Personal flotation devices required.

175.17 Exemptions.

175.19 Stowage.

175.21 Condition;
marking.

175.23 Serviceable conditions.

175.25 Adoption of States’ requirements for
children to wear personal flotation de-
vices.

Subpart C—Visual Distress Signals

175.101 Applicability.

175.105 Definitions.

175.110 Visual distress signals required.
175.113 Launchers.

175.115 Exceptions.

175.120 Stowage.

175,125 Serviceability.

175.128 Marking.

175.130 Visual distress signals accepted.
175.135 Existing equipment.

175.140 Prohibited use.

Subpart D—Venfilation

175.201 Ventilation.

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 4302; Pub. L. 103-206,
107 Stat. 2439; 49 CFR 1.46.

SOURCE: CGD 72-120R, 38 FR 8115, Mar. 28,
1973. unless otherwise noted.
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