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MSHA indicates that this proposal is part of the Department of Labor's continuing effort 
to reduce paperwork and respondent burden in accordance with the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of I 995. This proposal provides the general public and Federal 
agencies with an opportunity to comment on proposed anci/or continuing collections of 
information to ensure that requested data can be provided in the desired format reporting burden 
is minimized. collection instruments are clearly understood, and the impact of collection 
requirements on respondents can be properly assessed. MSHA indicates it is particularly 
interested in comments that: 

• Evaluate whether the proposed collection of information is necessary for the proper 
perf01m ance of the functions of the agency, including whether the information will have 
practical uti! i ty; 

UMW A COMMENT: The requirements related to this request apply at shell dredging, 
sand, gravel, surface stone, surface clay, colloidal phosphate, and surface limestone mines. 
These requirements are intended to help protect miners by ensuring that they are trained 
about the hazards to which they can be exposed as a result of their employment at these 
operations. The benefits of' training can be summed up as: 

• Fewer accidents- Errors are likely to occur if the employees lack knowledge and 
skills required for doing a particular job. The operators are always the responsible 
party for ensuring the workplace is a safe environment and that their employees are 
properly trained. The more trained an employee is, the less are the chances of 
committing accidents on the job and the more proficient the employee becomes. 

The only way the Agency can perform follow up evaluations and to assure these protections 
are in place is to continue to collect the information as defined. The practical utility is to 
assure continued hazard training, a proven tool to reducing accidents and injuries at the 
workplace. 




