Opinion of Counsel — each grantee must be legally empowered to carry out the
activities specified in the grant. Obtain from grantee an Opinion of Counsel citing
the legal authority that enables grantee to apply for, receive and spend FTA funds
and to provide local match, if required. Opinion needs to include statement
affirming that attorney knows of no legal impediment to grantee’s implementing
the project if funds are awarded. Regional Office staff may require the
resubmission of the Opinion of Counsel document from established grantees in
certain circumstances, such as anything that impacts legal capacity including, but
not limited to, litigations and restructuring.
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