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From: Brian W Boling
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marriage/Divorce question on the American Community Survey
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:28:42 AM


Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,


I'm writing to request that the American Community Survey retain its question about
number of times married.  


I have worked in a depository library for several years and am a strong supporter of
Census data's value to the social sciences.  I believe that this question adds
important information to sociological studies.


Thank you for your consideration!


Sincerely,
Brian Boling
Media Services Librarian
Temple University Libraries
brian.boling@temple.edu
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From: AMELIA HUMMEL RONALD G WILLIAMS
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: "Number of times married" question
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:03:24 PM


Dear Sir:
 
Please keep the above named question in your community surveys. It is important for
researchers in understanding blended families. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
 
Ronald G. Williams
4368 France Avenue North
Robbinsdale, MN 55422
763-533-3065
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From: sarah.mawhorter@gmail.com on behalf of Sarah Mawhorter
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of Times Married Question on the ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:53:11 AM


Dr. Harris-Kojetin,
In the interests of family research, I urge you to retain the "number of times
married" question in the American Community Survey.
Best regards,
Sarah Mawhorter


Ph.D. Student  |  USC Price School of Public Policy  |  smawhort@usc.edu  



mailto:sarah.mawhorter@gmail.com

mailto:smawhort@usc.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov

mailto:smawhort@usc.edu






From: Sarit Goldner
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: dropping marriage question ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 3:15:07 AM


 
Dear Dr. Brian,
 
I discovered the question on the times getting married is going to be dropped from the ACS. I
suppose you know that family structure and marital status are a significant component in explaining
individual behavior as well as the future of his children. Given this, it would be a huge mistake to
drop any question that can help us understand the mechanism through which marital status and
marriage stability affect social as well as economic well being of human beings and their children.
 
I hope you would reconsider your decisions
Sarit Goldner
Bar Ilan University
Israel
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From: Keniston, Dan
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of times married question
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:56:55 AM


Dear Mr. Harris-Kojetin,
 
I write to comment on the potential removal of the question on the number of times married on the
ACS. I feel that the benefit of this question to understanding family stability (clearly an important
policy question) far outweighs the time and effort required to ask it and process the data. I
therefore urge that the Census Board not remove the question from the ACS.
 
Best,
 
Dan Keniston
 
_____________________________________________
Daniel Keniston
Assistant Professor of Economics
Yale University


 
27 Hillhouse Ave., Rm. 22, New Haven, CT 06511
Phone: +1-203-432-3620, Fax: +1-203-436-9750
Web: http://keniston.commons.yale.edu
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From: Nancy Morgan
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: for research on the American people, protect the marriage question on the census
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:17:06 AM


Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,
As long as getting married and divorced matters to US citizens enough to
do both, researchers need to maintain our ability to understand the many
issues related to marriage and divorce. Census data helps with these
questions enormously. Please retain the question about number of times
married on the American Community Survey.
Sincerely yours,
Nancy Morgan


--
Nancy Morgan
Temple University
Ph. D. candidate, History
Dissertation: ""Fraught with Disastrous Consequences for our Country": Cherokee Removal and
Nullification, 1820-1839"
http://temple.academia.edu/NancyMorgan/About


"I would only add that when one begins a poem, a hymn, a short story, or even a history, one must be
optimistic about its completion and about what it seeks to teach.  If one believes in the power of his
own words and in the words of others, one must also hope and believe that the world will be a better
place by our having spoken or written those words."  John Hope Franklin
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From: Todd Lindley
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of times married question
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 9:49:34 AM


As a researcher and demographer, I implore you/your community to not drop the
question, " number of times married" from the American Community Survey. This is
the only reliable way for us to track nuptiality, and it is very important to those of us
who study family structure - not a a moral issue, but rather as a demographic one.
If it is to be dropped, we deserve to have a full accounting and explanation as to
the reasons why this decision was made.


Sincerely,


Todd Lindley
Professor of Geography
Georgia Gwinnett College
TLindley1@GGC.edu
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From: Fomby, Paula
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of times married question
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:33:31 PM


Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:
 
I am writing to request that the Census Bureau retain the current question from the American
Community Survey concerning the number of times a respondent has been married. Without this
information, we are losing a nationally-representative source of information about family instability
in the United States. Remarriage is not something that occurs on the fringe of US society - over 30
percent of marriages in the United States in 2010 were remarriages
(http://ncfmr.bgsu.edu/pdf/family_profiles/file119796.pdf, data from the ACS). On average,
remarriages are qualitatively different from first marriages in ways that influence the well-being of
the adults and children in these unions. We cannot begin to understand the increasingly complex
and dynamic nature of family structure in the United States without high-quality, nationally-
representative data at the core of our analyses.
 
The loss of this information would have profound consequences for the quality of research and
policy development that analysts and policy planners are able to provide. Therefore, I respectfully
ask the Census Bureau to reconsider the unique information gained from asking respondents about
their marital history as well as their current marital status.
 
Sincerely,
Paula Fomby
 
Paula Fomby
Department of Sociology
University of Colorado Denver
1380 Lawrence Street, Suite 420
Campus Box 105
PO Box 173364
Denver, CO 80217-3364
Phone: (303) 315-2141
Fax: (303) 315-2149
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From: Wainwright, Jon
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Planned deletion of times married question from the ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 7:59:16 PM


Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,
 
It has recently come to my attention that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. I am writing to express my strong objection to this planned
change, which would have an unequivocally deleterious impact on studies of family demography and related
research.
 
I urge you to please take whatever steps are in your power to prevent this change to such an important survey as
the ACS.
 
Best regards,
 
Jon Wainwright, Ph.D.
_______________________________
Jon Wainwright 
Senior Vice President 
NERA
   Economic Consulting 
Jon.Wainwright@NERA.com
www.nera.com


_______________________________ 
 


This e-mail and any attachments may be confidential or legally privileged. If you received this message in error or are not the intended
recipient, you should destroy the e-mail message and any attachments or copies, and you are prohibited from retaining, distributing,
disclosing or using any information contained herein. Please inform us of the erroneous delivery by return e-mail.  Thank you for your
cooperation.
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From: Diana Jensen
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do not drop "number of times married" from the American Community Survey
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:22:08 PM


Hello, 


I have recently become aware of the proposal for the Census Bureau to drop the question on the
"number of times married" from the American Community Survey.  As an analyst for the City and
County of San Francisco, I would urge you not to drop this question, as I understand that it an
important variable for understanding blended families, nuptiality, and marital stability. 


Thank you, 


Diana Jensen
Senior Planning Analyst
San Francisco Human Services Agency
170 Otis, 8th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 557-5144
Diana.Jensen@sfgov.org



mailto:Diana.Jensen@sfgov.org

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov






From: Liu Lulu
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please don"t drop "number of times married" from ACS!!!
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 7:24:18 AM


Dear Dr Harris-Kojetin,
I heard that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times married" from the American
Community Survey. I'm so worried since ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce
statistics and I'm doing my research in family economics. I really hope the Census Bureau will not make this
change!
Thanks!


Best,
Lulu Liu
Department of Economics
University of Pittsburgh
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From: Jonathan B. Singer
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please preserve the question on "number of times married" from the American Community Survey.
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:23:37 PM


Dr. Harris-Kojetin,


Please preserve the question on "number of times married" from the American
Community Survey. I am a suicide prevention researcher. One of the known risk
factors for youth suicidal thoughts and behaviors is family instability / structure.
Removing this question would significantly compromise our ability to interpret the
relative influence in changes in family stability and structure in youth suicide risk. 


Thank you for your consideration. 


Best regards,


Jonathan


-- 
Jonathan B. Singer, Ph.D., LCSW
Assistant Professor
School of Social Work
Temple University 
1301 Cecil B. Moore Ave., Ritter Annex 5th floor
Philadelphia, PA 19122
o: 215.204.1223
f: 215.204.9606
c: 512.585.4226
http://socialworkpodcast.com
http://chpsw.temple.edu/ssa/faculty/jonathan-singer-phd-lcsw
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From: Nicolas Duquette
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS marriage question
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 8:36:29 AM


Dr. Harris-Kojetin:


I do not think it is wise to drop the "number of times married" question from the
ACS.


Sincerely,
Nicolas Duquette
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From: Kristen Carney
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Pls do not drop the question on "number of times married" from the ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 4:54:36 PM


Hi Dr. Harris-Kojetin,


Please do not drop the question on "number of times married" from the American Community Survey. For those of
us who study family demography, this change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital
for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability.  The
ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times
married, however, the divorce data will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life
table for first marriages, or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.


Thank you! 
Kristen


-- 
Kristen Carney, Co-founder of Cubit 
http://www.cubitplanning.com  |  1-800-939-2130
6800 West Gate Blvd Ste. 132-366 Austin, TX 78745-4868
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From: Stephen Mariano Cabrera
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS to drop marriage question
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:44:06 PM


Hello, 
I am writing regarding the decision to drop the "Number of times married" question
from the ACS. It seems to me that in doing so we will lose valuable data regarding
divorce in America, data which is not readily available from other sources. I´d ask
you to please reconsider this decision and continue to include this question in future
versions of the census. Thank you, 
Stephen Cabrera
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From: DANA DAWSON
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Preserve question regarding number of times married
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:29:41 PM


Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,


I am writing to encourage you to continue asking on the census the number of times
an individual has been married as the question provides important information to
social scientists and policy-makers who attempt to understand and make decisions
related to the family unit.


Kind regards,
Dana Dawson.


-- 
Dana Dawson
Program Director, Office of Scholar Development and Fellowships Advising
215 204 0708
dgdawson@temple.edu
www.temple.edu/vpus/fellowships 
Suite 201, Tuttleman Learning Center
1809 N. 13th St.
Philadelphia, PA
19122
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From: Guillermina Jasso (reply to gj1@nyu.edu)
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Cc: "Barbara Anderson"; "Daniel E. Atkins"; "Lawrence D. Bobo"; "Barbara P. Buttenfield"; "Mick Couper"; "Noel


Cressie"; "Jack Dangermond"; "Irma T. Elo"; "Gary J. Gates"; Mike.Hidiroglou@statcan.gc.ca; "Sunshine
Hillygus"; "Sharon Lohr"; "Douglas S. Massey"; "Sally Morton"; "Roberto Rigobon"; "Donald Rubin"; "Steven
Ruggles"; gj1@nyu.edu; Jeri Green; kimberly.l.collier@census.gov; sara.a.rosario.nieves@census.gov;
Tommy.Wright@Census.gov


Subject: CSAC Comment re Number of Times Married Question in the ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:26:04 PM


Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,


On behalf of the Census Scientific Advisory Committee (CSAC), I am pleased
to respond to the Census Bureau's notice in the Federal Register of April
16, 2013, kindly inviting comments on proposed changes to the information
collected as part of the American Community Survey.  CSAC submits the
following comment:


"The Census Scientific Advisory Committee is concerned about the plan to
remove the question on 'Number of Times Married' from the American Community
Survey. The number of times married question provides valuable information
on family composition, nuptiality, and marital instability that is not
available from any alternative source. Removing the question will reduce our
capacity to understand and respond to major changes in family behavior that
are occurring in the U.S. population. Accordingly, we believe that the
change should not be undertaken without careful consideration of its impact,
including consultation with social scientists, demographers, and other
stakeholders who rely on the federal statistical system."


Sincerely,


Guillermina Jasso
Chair, CSAC


-----------------------------------


Guillermina Jasso
Silver Professor and Professor of Sociology
Chair, Department of Sociology
New York University
295 Lafayette St, 4th Floor
New York, NY  10012-9605


tel:                 212-998-8368
email:           gj1@nyu.edu
webpage:   www.iza.org/profile?key=1583


Erdos number:  3
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From: Charlie Jewett
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian; Charlie Jewett
Subject: RE: Dr. Harris-Kojetin, Please leave the data alone
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 9:02:45 AM


I meant to add this in my originbal email:
 
Please leave the data collection as it is.  My immediate family is probably fairly
typical of modern America:
brother....2 marriages - he was widowed and then remarried
sister  1 marriage ending in divorce
me  1 marriage ending in divorce; 1 14yr domestic partnership
 
America is increasingly diverse and nuanced, and this is not the time to change the
rules or methods in collecting data.     Charlie Jewett


Charlie Jewett  
Cell 202.779.0757
Check out my six-year-old blog at http://charliemetro.blogspot.com/
Our new address: 8201 16th Street, Apt 724, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3250


 
 


 


From: greymatter2@hotmail.com
To: bharrisk@omb.eop.gov
CC: greymatter2@hotmail.com
Subject: Dr. Harris-Kojetin, Please leave the data alone
Date: Wed, 8 May 2013 08:32:29 -0400


Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin, Please do not mess with the data.   This proposed
change makes no (statistical) sense.
 
Charles Jewett 
 
The news of this plan appears in the Federal Register in a single sentence at the end of
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an otherwise harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as I do that
this change would significantly harm the nation's statistical infrastructure, you
should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk officer, Dr. Brian
Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at bharrisk@omb.eop.gov.


The deadline for comments is May 16.


Charlie Jewett  
Cell 202.779.0757
Check out my six-year-old blog at http://charliemetro.blogspot.com/
Our new address: 8201 16th Street, Apt 724, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3250
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From: Charlie Jewett
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Cc: Charlie Jewett
Subject: Dr. Harris-Kojetin, Please leave the data alone
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 8:32:32 AM


Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin, Please do not mess with the data.   This proposed
change makes no (statistical) sense.
 
Charles Jewett 
 
The news of this plan appears in the Federal Register in a single sentence at the end of
an otherwise harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as I do that
this change would significantly harm the nation's statistical infrastructure, you
should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk officer, Dr. Brian
Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at bharrisk@omb.eop.gov.


The deadline for comments is May 16.


Charlie Jewett  
Cell 202.779.0757
Check out my six-year-old blog at http://charliemetro.blogspot.com/
Our new address: 8201 16th Street, Apt 724, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3250
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From: Andrew Cherlin
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Removing the number of times married question from the ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 3:41:32 PM


Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:


I am a social demographer who is often contacted by reporters to comment on
trends in American family life.   Over the years, reporters have expressed
amazement that we do not have good, up-to-date statistics on divorce rates for their
state or metro area, especially given the public policy attention to marriage.  For
example, when the governor of Oklahoma led an effort in the early-2000s to combat
his state's high levels of divorce, everyone was surprised how little information there
was.


The ACS was the solution to that problem.  But the removal of the "number of times
married" question substantially weakens it.  There will still be a question about
divorces within the past 12 months, which is good.  But without the "number of
times" question, we will not know how many people have ever divorced in Oklahoma
-- or anywhere else.  


The reason is that divorced people marry again -- some rather quickly.  And once
they are married, we cannot tell whether they have ever divorced.  Unless, that is,
we can determine whether they are in a second or subsequent marriage.  If we have
that additional information, we can count them as having divorced in the past, at
least for young and middle-aged adults. (For older adults, some of the remarriages
will have followed widowhood.)


That's why the "number of times married" question is valued -- not so much because
we care how many times people have married in states and localities, but rather
because we care how many people have ever divorced in states and localities.  Only
the ACS provides that information.  I hope you will be able to retain this important
question.


Regards,
Andrew Cherlin
-- 
Griswold Professor of Sociology and Public Policy
Director, Hopkins Population Center
556 Mergenthaler Hall
Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, MD 21218
Phone: 410.516.2370 / Fax: 410.516.7590
Home page:  http://www.soc.jhu.edu/directory/andrew-j-cherlin/



mailto:cherlin@jhu.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov

http://www.soc.jhu.edu/directory/andrew-j-cherlin/






From: Spencer James
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Elimination of "Number of Times Married" Question from ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 4:47:32 PM


Hi,
 
I would like to register my strong opposition to the elimination of the ‘number of times married’
question from the ACS. As a recent paper demonstrates, the ACS is the most accurate source for
contemporary trends in divorce. Eliminating this question from the ACS would greatly compromise
our knowledge of contemporary trends in marriage, something which both parties can support. For
example, eliminating the number of times married question would make it impossible to create
accurate marital history tables using the most up-to-date and accurate data. As a family
demographer and sociologist, I understand that our ability to do this is vital to the health and vitality
of American families.
 
If I can be of further service, please do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Best,
Spencer James
Assistant Professor
School of Family Life
Brigham Young University
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From: Nicholas Kobel
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Request to continue "number of times married" census question
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:28:19 PM


Dear Brian,


I feel it is very important to keep the question "number of times married" on the
ACS. Not only would this degrade the richness of future data, but also make it
difficult to bring past data into perspective. It's one of the only reliable sources for
national divorce statistics, and without it, several data would be compromised.


I see little benefit from dropping the question, so please keep it on the ACS.


Warm regards,


--
NICHOLAS KOBEL    
Bachelor of General Studies in Applied Social Science
University of Michigan - Ann Arbor


 +1-872-216-5859
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From: Seoane Marta
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Keep "numbers of times married in ACS
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 6:02:39 PM


Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin:


It has come to my attention that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on “number of times married” from
the American Community Survey. This is a request not to drop the question. Times married is an important statistic for our
understanding of the family, particularly in the areas of divorce, nuptiality, marital instability and the construction of life
tables for first marriages. I urge you to keep the question “number of times married” in the American Community Survey.


 


Sincerely.


 


Marta Seoane


 
Marta H. Seoane, PhD, GISP
Demographic Research
975 Wing Place
Stanford, Ca 94305
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From: LOUISE H. KIDDER
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Retain the question about number of times married
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 1:38:54 PM


I  urge you retain the question about number of times married on the American
Community Survey.  I'm speaking as a research Social Psychologist.  Having that
kind of information in the census data is extremely important for researchers in
many areas--Sociology, Psychology, Anthropology, to name just a few.


Sincerely yours,


Louise H. Kidder
Professor Emerita
Department of Psychology
Temple University
Philadelphia, PA 
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From: Benjamin Limoges
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marriage ACS Data
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 3:38:49 PM


Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,


It has recently come to my attention that the American Community Survey is
considering dropping data for the number of times a person has been divorced.  I
believe that this data is valuable to the public and for economists/sociologists
interested in the divorce rate over time; this has a real and measurable impact on our
society.


Since the American Community Survey is the sole relatively unbiased
(since recipients of the survey must fill it out, rather than opt into a private survey)
provider of this information, it is extremely important to continue keeping this on the
form.  Any researcher who is interested in the effect of marriages on earnings
potential, occupation, etc.. would find their job much more difficult in the coming
years.


While the number of times divorced isn't important in my research (international
macro) it is important to continue to update the time series that we already have.  In
my field, the redefinition of many of the Federal Reserve's time series was
rather devastating; our sample sizes are half of what they should be since there is
inconsistency in the data. Continued collection of this data series is not particularly
expensive; why not keep it then?


Ultimately I hope that the OMB decides to not drop this from the ACS.


Have a wonderful day!


Benjamin Limoges
M.S. Economics Candidate
Tufts University
Class of 2014
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From: Jeff Hill
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: STRONG OPPOSITION to Census Bureau proposal to drop "number of times married" from the American


Community Survey
Date: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 4:39:51 PM


Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:
 
This e-mail is to express STRONG OPPOSITION to the proposal for the Census Bureau to drop the
“number of times married” question from the American Community survey.  This suggestion, if
implemented, would seriously compromise our ability to do serious basic family demography
related to blended families, nuptiality, marital instability and divorce.  I believe this proposal would
be a disaster to the basic demographic scholarship milieu in the United States.  Please do not drop
this question.  Thank you.    
 
Best regards,
 


Dr. Hill
 
E. Jeffrey Hill, Ph.D.
BYU School of Family Life
2052 JFSB
Provo, UT  84602
801-422-9091
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