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Current Date: Feb 18, 2015
Welcome to the Manufacturers' Shipments, Inventories, and Orders Survey (M3)

The Manufacturers' Shipments, Inventories, and Orders (M3) survey is currently the only survey which provides broad-based
monthly statistical data on the economic conditions in the domestic manufacturing sector. It is designed to measure current
industrial activity and to provide an indication of future production commitments.

Login
Please enter the User ID and Password provided on the form you received from the U.S. Census Bureau.

1. For security reasons, sessions will expire after 45 minutes of inactivity, requiring you to log back in. No data will be lost.
2. Login by entering the appropriate information and press the "Login” button.

User ID:
User ID and Password are case sensitive.

Password:

If you lost the form with the User ID and Password or if you need help answering any questions,
please call the U.5. Census Bureau at 301-763-4832.

EWARNING **

¥ou have actessed. a UNITED STATES GOWVERNMENT computer. Usea of this computer without authorization or for purposes for which authorization has not been

extendad is a violation of Federal law'and: can be punished with fines or imprisonmient [PUBLIC LAW 99-474), System - usage may be monitored; recorded; and
subject to audit. Use of this system indicates consent to monitoring and recording.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
GEMERA L INFORMATION

Asurmmary of the imstructions for completing this form is provided below. A compmehersive instruction manual is
awvailabla on carsws gov'm3. Clarfication of instructions or definitions may ba obtained by @alling the Cersws comacton
the front of the form or by writing to; U.5. Cansus Bureaw, 4800 Silver Hill Road, Washington, DC 202335200,

Purpose for this survey - T his form & designad to collect shipmeants, inventories, and orders data from domestic
manufacturing companies for wa in the prapration of industry estimates for 22 industry categories encompassing all
rranufacturing activities. Thesa estimates am widaly wad as indicators of our Nation's curmnt economic condition and
of changes in the business cycle. Theyalso provide impoant components forestimates of the gross domestic product
(GOF and ralated saries.

An actvity t0 be reported - A REPORTING UNIT & genemlly a division, subsidiary, or other operating unit as
dafined by yourcompany for fimmncial or mnagarhl{gu rposes. Reporting units swithin the same industry nata;Eam as
dafined in tha Instruction Manual, may ba combined for reporting purposss. Thus, 8 reporting unit could also baa
com plets company if the company opemates pradominantly in a single industry catagory. The Carsus Bursau may
marjuest that very lamge units with diverse actvities ba subdivided along industry linss for reporting purposes.

For the purposes of this sunsy, each mporting unit is to bs reponed as though a sepam@e entity. Shipments (orsalks)
should includa tramsfan to other segments of your company, as wall as the valua of shipmeants to uraffiliated
customens. Orders, wher applimble, should includs orders from other ssgments of your firm. Firally, the reporsed
figurs should bs limitad to domestic opemtions (the 50 States and the Dietrict of Columbial. Pleass nots that while the
activites of E:EF subsidiaries should be excluded, export shipmems o and orders from foreign
sulbsidiaries d be included.

Survey deadlines - The fist press relkasea for this suney is basad on receipts through ap proximatsly the 18th of tha
rmonth following the accounting pariod, thamrsfor pleass return your mpor form befor this tima,

Use of estimates — [factual figurss are not avaibble, masomble estimatss may be wsad for reporting. Pleasa indicats
in tha “Remarks™ section if figues ar estimateas.

Comparability with previous reports - Fleasa indicate in the "Remarks™ saction if there have bsan any changes in
omganization (acquiitions or shipments) oracco un1j|E:| methods that affect compambility weith previous reports. If thars &
asaks or purchase, indicate neww companys name, addess, phone numbsar, and a company contact.

REPORTING DEAMITIONS

ACCOUNTING PERIOD - It 5 imporant that the data mported represant the manufacturing ectivities of the
month specified. Shade tha one box that best describes the accounting period and its ending date for which
you am mporting your firm's manufacturing activity. If you indicate "Oeher ™, please provide the dates
covamnsd and describe in the “Remarks™ saction.

SHIPMENTS - Feport met shipmants (sakes) made during the accounting period foryour domestic
rmanufacturing opsratiors do not mport yeartodats). Includs shipments of products to other companies,
individuals, U.5. Gowvarnmant agencies and fomsign custormears, as well as shipments and tmrsfas to othar
divisiors or subsidiaries of your comparny. Shiprmants should ba nat, aftar discounts and allowa noes,
exclus ve of nonmanufacturing activitiss.

MEW DRDERS - Report nst nes ordes mosived during the a-:::::-untin? pariod, less cancallatiors. Includs 1)

tha valua of ordars ecaead and filled during the accounting perod; (2) odens eEcsived for future

daliveries; and (3 the net value of changss to existing contmcts. Do not includs oders eouiring further
regotiatiors, authorization, or funding befors the ordar i final,

ORDER BAC KLOG - Include ordam, as dafined abowe, that have not yat passsd through the saks account.

TOTAL INVENTORIES - Report total imvenories, warshowed inthe U.5, egadiess of where manufactured,
at currant cost or market valus, as of the and of the accounting pariod. If your invermories are subject to
UFO valuation, report the value prior to the adjustment for dhe LIFD reserve. The reportad figum
shoul include all inventories in the 50 States and the District of Columbia o which you hold titks. Mote:
Unlike GAAFP, do not daduct progress billing from the mportad imssntory lins items, e, imentores should ba
mported gross not net of progress billings.

The figure for total inventories should equal dhe sum of the data reported in the following dwes
categories 0 the extemt permitted by your records:

« MATERIALS AND SUPPUES - Report materak and supplies imentories as of the and of tha
accounting period.

«  WORK-IN-PROCESS - Report work-in-procsss imeantories as of the end of tha accounting paricd.
« HANISHED GODDS - Report finished goods imentories & of the end of the accounting psriod.

Fublic mporting burdan for this oollection of woluntrg information isestimaed o seamgs 30 minetes par esponss, including the
tire for emsa mbling datl from existing moords and completing thae form. Send comments egading this burdan estimats or any othar
mspact of this collection of information, including suggestions for mducing this burden, to: Paps eork Projact 0807-0180, LS. Cansus
Burmau, 600 Sikvar Hill Rond, AMS0-3K13, 'Weshington, OC 20233,
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For questions call [301) 763-4832 or the Census contact listed on your repori form.

DESCRIPTION OF M3 SURVEY

The Manufacturers’ Shipments, Inventories, and Orders
(M3) survey is cummently the only survey which provides
broad-based monthly statistical data on the economic
conditions in the domestic manufacturing sector. it is
designed fo measure current industrial activity and to
provide an indication of future production commitments.
The value of shipments measures the value of goods
delivered during the month by domestic manufacturers.
Estimates of new orders serve as an indicator of future
production commitments and represent the value of new
orders received during the month, net of cancellations.
Substantial accumulation or depletion of backlog of
unfilled orders measures excess (or deficient) demand
for manufactured products. The level of inventonies,
especially in relation to shipments, is frequently used to
monitor the business cycle.

Survey results are used extensively by the executive
branch of the Government in developing economic,
fiscal, and monetary policies. Senior officials of the
President's Council of Economic Advisers, the Federal
Reserve Board, and the Treasury Depariment are some
of the regular users of M3 data. In addition, these data
provide important components of the widely used
estimates of the gross domestic product (GDP). The
business community, including trade associations and
corporate economists, also recognizes the usefulness of
these data to industrial analysis. Since the results of this
survey contribute in such an important way to the
assessment of economic conditions, particularly during
penods of economic uncertainty, we urge you to study
the specific reporting instructions for the survey and
report as accurately and timely as possible.

The M3 survey panel includes nearly all manufacturing
companies with $500 million or more annual shipments
and a selection of smaller firms. Data are compiled and
published for shipments, new orders, order backlog
{unfilled orders), and inventories for the entire
manufacturing sector covening 92 industry categories,
The monthly estimates are prepared by using the
month-to-month percent change of the reporting panel
to bring forward the industry estimates. It is, therefore,
important that the data reported in consecutive
months be comparable.

Thiz survey has been approved by the Office of
Management and Budget and given an OMB approval
number. This number appears at the top of the report
form. If this number was not displayed, we could not
conduct this survey or request your participation.

Thiz information collection conforms to legal and
administrative standards established by the Federal
Government (Title 13, United States Code) to assure
confidential treatment of statistical information. The
information you provide will be used only for statistical
purposes and will not be published or released in any
form that would reveal specific information reported by
any individual identifiable respondent. The Census
Bureau has determined that the information you provide,
as well as the fact that you have participated in this
survey, is exempt from public disclosure under the
Freedom of Information Act. Although you are not
required to respond to this statistical survey, your
cooperation is needed to make the results
comprehensive and accurate.

The reporting burden for this collection of information is
estimated to vary from 10 to 40 minutes per report form,
with an average of 20 minutes per response, including
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed,
and ::nmpletng and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden
estimate or any other aspect of this collection of
information, including suggestions for reducing this
burden, to: Paperwork Project 0607-0008, LS. Census
Bureau, 4600 Silver Hill Road, Washington, DC
20233-6900. You may e-mail comments to
Paperwork @ census.gov; use "Paperwork Project
0E0T7-0008" as the subject. Respondents are not
required to respond to any information collection unless
it dizplays a valid approval number from the Office of
Management and Budget.

The data are available on the intemet at
census.gowm3. If you are interested in knowing more

about the manufacturing statistics compiled by the
Census Bureau, call (301) 763-4832 or the Census
contact listed on your form.
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