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MANUFACTURED ( MOBI LE) HOVE APPLI ANCE FI RES

I . | NTRODUCT! ON

A. Background | nformation

Appl i ances usually marketed for installation in
manuf act ured hones often claimto be “zero cl earance”
appliances. As a result, mniml anounts of insulation
exi st between any heat, sparks or enbers potentially
generated by these appliances and the honme structure
(floors, walls, ceilings). Restricted |iving space and
access to exits in these types of hones make such hazards
potentially fatal.

| nvestigations will support the work of the Fire / Gas
Vol untary Codes and Standards team in devel opi ng
i mprovenents in the voluntary standards for appliances
mar ket ed for manufactured hones.

Pl ease note that this is a guideline, not a checklist.
Any relevant information discovered in the course of the
i nvestigation should be included regardl ess of whether it
was explicitly requested in this guideline or in the
assi gnnment nessage.

B. Product Desi gn

Appliances installed in manufactured homes may be
fueled by electricity, wood, or gas. Heating products my
be vented or unvented. Vented gas appliances, such as
furnaces and gas space heaters are often installed as a
direct-vent system In a direct-vent system the intake
air brought in fromthe outdoors and the exhaust air vented
to the outdoors takes place within a sealed system i.e.,

i nt ake/ conbustion air is not taken fromindoors.

C. Specific lItems of |Interest

obtain the square footage and | ayout of the manufactured
home. If possible, obtain a floorplan fromany official
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reports. Label all exits, including any pop-out w ndows,
and the fire’s location of origin. Label the |ocations
of any snoke detectors (or indicate if none were present)
and note whet her they were worKking.

Cbtain the actual or estinated year the honme was
manuf act ur ed.

Docunent the cause of the fire and the first materi al
ignited.

D. Headquarters Contacts

Ronald Jordan ESFS 301 504-7575
David Miller EPHA 301 504-7323

I'1. INSTRUCTI ONS FOR COLLECTI NG SPECI FI C | NFORVATI ON

A. Synopsi s

Code investigations involving appliances and
manuf act ured honmes with the first product corresponding to
the appliance involved in the fire. |[If appropriate, code
t he second product as 1841 — Mobil e/ manufactured homes. In
any case, include the words nobile honme or manufactured
honme in the synopsis.

B. Description of the Incident Environnment

Pre-incident. Include in this portion of the
narrative a description of the specific circunstances
| eading to the incident. Docunent who installed the
appl i ance, whether it was purchased new or used, and any
repair history of the appliance.

Incident. Describe in the narrative howthe fire
happened and how the victimwas alerted to it. If this is
specul ative, give the reasons for this particular
reconstruction of events.

Post -incident. Include injuries, type of treatnent
adm ni stered, property damage, nedical costs and resulting
physical limtations. Docunent the disposition of the

appl i ance and t he nmanufactured hone.
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C. Description of the Injured Person(s) and Product
| nt eraction

The narrative should include infornmation on how wel |
the victinm(s) understood the products and hazards invol ved.
Indicate if an instruction manual was included with
pur chase of product and if the victimhad read and
under st ood i nstructions.

D. Description of the Product

Product description, including age, manufacturer, and
nmodel of the appliance, and whether it was new or used
when acquired by the consuner.

Provi de the age of the manufactured hone.
If an installed appliance, who installed?

If a vented appliance, indicate if it was installed as a
direct-vent system (i.e., The intake air brought in from
t he outdoors and the exhaust air vented to the outdoors
takes place within a sealed system Intake air is not
taken fromindoors). Describe the |ocation where the
vent exited the honme and if the vents were bl ocked in any
way.

If a vented appliance, describe the |ocation where the
vent(s) exited the hone and if the vents were bl ocked in
any way.

Docunent any standards narkings found on the appliance,
in the instruction manual, or recorded by officials.

E. Product Safety Standards

CPSC does not have mandat ory standards on nmanuf act ured
homes, which are thensel ves under the jurisdiction of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent (HUD). However, CPSC does
have jurisdiction over any consuner product, including
appl i ances, used in manufactured hones.
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| NSTRUCTI ONS FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND/ OR DI AGRAM NG FACTORS
RELATED TO THE | NVESTI GATI ON

Phot ograph or obtain photographs of any standards
mar ki ngs found on the appliance.

Phot ogr aph or obtain photographs of the area where the
fire started and the remains of the appliance and any
venting system

| NSTRUCTI ONS FOR OBTAI NI NG SAMPLES AND DOCUMENTS
RELATED TO THE | NVESTI GATI ON

obtain a copy of the fire departnent report

If a fire investigation was perforned, obtain a copy of
the fire investigation report

btain any police or utility report.

|f an insurance claimwas filed as a result of the
i nci dent, provide the insurance conpany, contact, and
cl ai m nunber.

Try to obtain expert technical reports frominsurance
conpani es and forensic engineering firns. |f a subpoena
i s needed, contact David MIler (EPHA) for assistance.






