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Welcome to the 2016 Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs

Please use this website to complete this survey.

¢ Persons who reported business activity for all or any part of 2016 should respond to this survey.

¢ Note: Your session will expire if you remain on one screen for 50 minutes without navigating to another screen.

YOUR RESPONSE IS REQUIRED BY LAW. Title 13 United States Code (U.S.C.), Sections 8(b), 131, and 182 authorizes this collection. Sections 224 and
225 require your response. The U.S. Census Bureau is required by Section 9 of the same law to keep your information CONFIDENTIAL and can use your
responses only to produce statistics. The Census Bureau is not permitted to publicly release your responses in a way that could identify your business,
organization, or institution. Per the Federal Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015, your data are protected from cybersecurity risks through screening
of the systems that transmit your data. On behalf of the Secretary of Commerce, pursuant to Section 1(a)(3) of Executive Order 11625, the MBDA may
enter into this agreement with the Census Bureau to establish a means for the development, collection, summation, and dissemination of information
that will be helpful to persons and organizations throughout the nation in undertaking or promoting the establishment and successful operation of
minority business enterprises.

This collection has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The eight digit- OMB approval number is 0607-0986 and appears
at the upper right of this screen. Without this approval we could not conduct this survey.

Ta report to this turvey, pleate select "Continue” balow:

Continue

For help, call 1-888-824-9954, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., Eastern time, Monday through Friday.

** WARNING **

You have accessed a UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT computer. Use of this computer without authorization or for purposes for which authorization has
not been extended is a violation of Federal law and can be punished with fines or imprisonment (PUBLIC LAW 99-474). System usage may be
monitored, recorded, and subject to audit. Any information you enter into this system may be used by the Census Bureau for statistical purposes,
including but not limited to improving the efficiency of our data collection programs. For information regarding the use of this system, and how your
privacy is protected, visit our online privacy webpage at http://www.census.gov/privacy/. Use of this system indicates consent to the collection,
monitoring, recording, and use of information provided inside this system.
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Main Menu

Please complete the survey below by clicking on the Start button. You will have an opportunity to review your responses at the end.

Please use the 'Previous' or 'Save & Continue' buttons to navigate through the survey. We do not recommend using the 'Back’ button
in your web browser.

View/Print

Action lStatus 'Company Address Survey Preview Responses

In Progress @ E

-
The letters PDF or the #= icon indicate a document is in the Portable Document Format (PDF). To view the file you will need the Adobe® Reader, which
is available for free from the Adobe web site.

Burden Statement Accessibility | _Privacy Security




Attachment C - Eletronic Instrument Screens

Survey: OMB No. 0607-0986 OMB Expiration Date: 06/30/2019

—= AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs cUenitSﬁtg"

Bureau
Economic Statistics

Burden Statement

We estimate the average time to complete this survey is 35 minutes, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching

existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information.

Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to:

EWD Survey Comments
0607-0986 U.S. Census Bureau
4600 Silver Hill Road

Room EWD-8K154
Washington, DC 20233

You may e-mail comments to ewd.surveys@census.gov. Be sure to use "EWD Survey Comments 0607-0986" as the subject.
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Purpose

The Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs (ASE) provides information on selected economic and demographic characteristics for businesses and
business owners by gender, ethnicity, race, and veteran status. Title 13 of the United States Code authorizes this survey and provides for
mandatory responses. The ASE represents an exciting public-private partnership between the Census Bureau, the Ewing Marion Kauffman
Foundation and the Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA). The partnership with the Kauffman Foundation and the MBDA
supported costs associated with designing the survey, developing new content, mailing to sampled businesses, data processing and editing,
and developing data products for disseminating survey results. The Census Bureau collaborated with the Kauffman Foundation to use their
expertise in entrepreneurship research to develop new relevant content and the resulting data products. The Census Bureau's collaboration
with the MBDA will help complete the picture of business ownership by producing modeled estimates for nonemployer businesses by gender,
ethnicity, race, and veteran status (available in 2017).

Coverage

Included are all nonfarm businesses filing Internal Revenue Service tax forms as individual proprietorships, partnerships, or any type of
corporation, and with receipts of $1,000 or more. The ASE covers firms with paid employees. The ASE is conducted on a company or firm
basis rather than an establishment basis. A company or firm is a business consisting of one or more domestic establishments that the
reporting firm specified under its ownership or control.

The data are compiled by combining data collected on businesses and business owners in the ASE with data collected on the main economic
census and administrative records.

Business ownership is defined as having 51 percent or more of the stock or equity in the business and is categorized by:

= Gender: Male; female; or equally male/female
= Ethnicity: Hispanic; equally Hispanic/non-Hispanic; non-Hispanic

= Race: White; Black or African American; American Indian or Alaska Native; Asian; Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander; some other
race; minority; equally minority/nonminority; nonminority

= \eteran status: VVeteran; equally veteran/nonveteran; nonveteran

= Publicly held and other firms not classifiable by gender, ethnicity, race, and veteran status
Firms equally male-/female-owned, equally minority-/nonminority-owned, and equally veteran-/nonveteran-owned are counted and tabulated
as separate categories.
Content

The ASE collects statistics on the characteristics of businesses and their owners. Additionally, estimates are produced for employer
businesses on the number of firms, sales and receipts, annual payroll, and employment. Data are presented by gender, ethnicity, race, and
veteran status for the United States by 2-digit 2012 North American Industry Classification System (NAICS), states, the top 50 metropolitan
statistical areas, employment size, receipts size, and number of years in business.

The ASE covers 20 NAICS industries, except those classified as:

= Crop and Animal Production (NAICS 111, 112)

= Rail Transportation (NAICS 482)

= Postal Service (NAICS 491)

= Monetary Authorities-Central Bank (NAICS 521)

= Funds, Trusts, and Other Financial Vehicles (NAICS 525)

= Religious, Grantmaking, Civic, Professional, and Similar Organizations(NAICS 813)
= Private Households (NAICS 814)

= Public Administration (NAICS 92)

Frequency
The ASE is conducted on an annual basis for three reference vears startina with reference vear 2014. The ASE is the first attempt to produce



Attachment C - Eletronic Instrument Screens

annual estimates on businesses and business ownership by gender, ethnicity, race, and veteran status as a supplement to the Survey of
Business Owners (SBQ), conducted every five years as part of the economic census. In order to produce the most accurate and robust data,
estimates will be revised for the prior year annually. Data revisions are based on improvements to the survey methods, new administrative
data obtained by the Census Bureau, and/or changes to the business organization or ownership. Additionally, ASE estimates may be revised
to reflect historical corrections. Corrections are made to replace imputed data with reported data obtained from the company later or to
replace reported data with more accurate data.

Methods

The ASE collection is electronic only. The ASE samples approximately 290,000 employer businesses in operation anytime during the survey
year. Those selected for the survey receive an initial letter informing the respondents of their requirement to complete the survey as well as
instructions on accessing the survey.

The following sources of information are used to estimate the probability that a business is minority- or women-owned:

= Administrative data from the Social Security Administration.

= Lists of minority- and women-owned businesses published in syndicated magazines, located on the Internet, or disseminated by trade or
special interest groups.

= Word strings in the company name indicating possible minority ownership.
= Racial distributions for various state-industry classes and racial distributions for various ZIP Codes.
= Gender, ethnicity, race, and veteran status responses of a single-owner business to a previous SBO or to the 2010 Decennial Census.

These probabilities are then used to place each firm in the ASE universe in one of nine frames for sampling:

= American Indian

= Asian

= Black or African American

= Hispanic

= Non-Hispanic white men

= Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander

= Other (a different race was supplied as a write-in to another source)
= Publicly owned

= Women

The ASE universe is stratified by metropolitan statistical area (MSA), frame, and age of business. The Census Bureau selects large
companies with certainty. These companies are selected based on volume of sales, payroll, or number of paid employees. All certainty cases
are sure to be selected and represent only themselves (i.e., have a selection probability of one and a sampling weight of one). The certainty
cutoffs vary by sampling stratum, and each stratum is sampled at varying rates, depending on the number of firms in a particular stratum. The
remaining universe is subjected to stratified systematic random sampling.

Data Products

Estimates for employer businesses include the number of firms, sales and receipts, annual payroll, and employment by gender, ethnicity,
race, and veteran status. Data are presented by business and business owner characteristics by demographic category. Additionally, the
ASE introduces a new module each year to capture information on relevant business components. For the 2014 ASE, the selected module
asks questions about business innovation and research and development activity.

Estimates are available for the United States, states and top 50 metropolitan statistical areas.

Uses

Government program officials, industry organization leaders, economic and social analysts, researchers, and business entrepreneurs are
users of ASE statistics. Examples of data use includes:

= The Small Business Administration (SBA) and the Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA) to assess business assistance needs
and allocate available program resources.

= | ocal government commissions on small and disadvantaged businesses to establish and evaluate contract procurement practices.

= Federal, state, and local government agencies as a framework for planning, directing, and assessing programs that promote the activities of
disadvantaged groups.

= A national women-owned business trade association to assess women-owned businesses by industry and area and to educate other
industry associations, corporations, and government entities.

= Consultants and researchers to analyze long-term economic and demographic shifts and differences in ownership and performance among
geographic areas.

Individual business owners to analvze their operations in comparison to similar firms. compute their market share. and assess their arowth
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and future prospects.
= Researchers and businesses to understand the innovation or research and development activities conducted by entrepreneurs.
= Federal agencies to assess the competitiveness of businesses by ownership characteristics.
= Data users to understand time-series data in certain industries for entrepreneurs.

= Business owners or prospective business owners to gain knowledge about the funding of businesses.

Special Features

The ASE provides annual data on the status, nature, and scope of women-, minority-, and veteran-owned businesses. The unigue design of
the ASE allows for flexible content, measuring a new relevant economic topic each survey year. Additionally, the ASE produces estimates by
the number of years a firm has been in business, offering a rare look at the makeup of young businesses and established businesses.

Related Information

‘- Survey of Business Owners and Self-Employed Persons (SBO)
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