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1201 F Street N.W. Suite 200

. Phone: (202) 554-9000
Web: www.nfib.com

Washington, DC 20004
. . ®

The Voice of Small Business.
To: 1202691511 1@fax.nfib.otg Fax Number: 12026915111
Company: Date: 5/31/19
From: David Addington Fax Number: 6159165185
Company: NFIB No. of pages: 3

(including cover page)

Subject: NFIB Comments on American Time Use Survey, OMB Control No. 1220-0175, Notice at 84
Message
Details:

If you would prefer that NFIB not contact you via fax, please contact:
NFIB - 1201 F Street NW. SUITE 200 - Washington, DC 20004
(202) 554-9000
Or fax your requesi to have your fax number removed from the NFIB database to (860) 498-7365







£ % % Error Report ( May, 31, 2019 3:46PM ) x ¥ ¥

File
No. User Name Destination Made Time Page Result
0049 GIRE 159" P2 E
Page not received Quick Service Code
P2 00-21
# ' Batch C : Confidantial $ ¢+ Transfer P SEP Code
M : Memory L : Send later @ : Forwarding E ECM
S : Standard B 1 Detatl F Fine V] Super Fine
» : Reduction H : Stored/D. Server x LAN-—Fax + Delivery
Q ¢ RX Notice Reg A ¢ BRX Notice N NGHN &Zr: Mail
<> [ P-FAX Ca: Folder







2019/05/31 14:46:53 2 /3

b NEFIR

1207 F Strewt NV, Suite 200
Washington, 0O 200064

Via fax fo {202) 661-5111

May 31, 2018

Hon. R, Alexander Acosta, Secretary of Labor
cfoMs. Erin Good, BLE Cleargnoe Officer
Division of Management Systems

Bureay of Labor Siatistics, Room 4080

2 Massachusetls Avenue NE

Washington, DC 20012

Dear Mr. Sscretary:

RE:  -Department of Labor (DOL} Bureay of Labor Stalistics (BLS) Notice
Titled "Froposed Collection, Comment Request,” on American Time Use
Survey, OMR Control No. 12200178, 84 Fed, Reg. 24825 {May 28, 2018)

This lelier i in response to the DOL/BLS nofice titled “Proposed Collection, Comment
Requast” about the Amenican Time Use SBurvey ({OMB Cantrot No. 1220-0178) and
published in the Federal Register of May 28, 2019; NFIB ie an incomorated nonprofit
association with about 300,000 small and independent business members across
Amarica. NFIB profects and advaness the ability of Americans fo own, operate, and
grow their businesses and, in particular, ensures that the governments of the United
Slates and the fifty states hear the voice of small business as they formulate public
policies,

Fisase stop the American Time Use Survey. Now.

First. the U.8. Bepartment of Labor hias no legal suthorily for the Suivey. The DGL
notice states that the American Time Use Survey measuras, for example, “time spent
with children, working, sieeping, ot doing isisure adlivities,” No provision of the
Canstitution of the United States grants to the Fedeial Government the power to inquire
of its citizens about how much time they spend with their children, how much time they
spend sleeping, or how much time they spend doing Isisure aclivifes. And the BLS-
authorizing Act of June 13, 1888 (20 U.8.C, 1) is of ne help, as Congress cannot vest
by law in an agency power that Cangress does not pessess under the Constitution,

Second, the Sunvey is grossly infrusive. The DOL nofice states that the Survey

raspandents will report “how people spend their ime” and “who was with thern dufing
activities, where they were, how long sach activity fasted, and if they were paid.” The
federal govermment invades the privapy of its citizens by asking them such questions.
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Third, the Survey wastes scarce faxpaver doilars thal can be put o better yss. Insfead
of ysing s limited funding to stretoh beyond the realm of work into the reatm of leisure,
BLS should foeus on ifs higher prionly wark: 1o “collect, collate, report, and publish .
statistics of the volume of and changes in employmient” and “make continuing %tuciles @f
productivity and labor costs Iy the manufacturing, rmining, transpoitation, distribution,
and other industres” 28 U.8.C, 2, 2b). Even in the higher priorily work, BLE should
minimize the burdens il imposes on businesses and individuals.

Fourth, the Survey Torces respondsnis to waste thel rescurces. The DOL notice stated”
fhat the Survey will involve 10,540 respondenis who wilt spend an aggregale of 3,074
hours responding to the survey, or an average of 17.5 minutes per respondent. The
notine then reports that the Survey's Total Burden Cost (eperating/mainisnanne) s “$0,"
which can only be trug it BLS values the time of the American citizen respending lo s
survey at zero. Even using the BLE average houry earnings for February 2018 of

$27 .86 (htips:/iwww bls.govfews. releasefompsit t19.him), BLS is taking $8.06 aut of
gach respondent's pocket, or at least $8.08 worth of the respondent's time.

Einafly, Tederal statistical sgencies such as the BLS ased to eeognize thal mors and
pyere information for gevernment is not better and hettar from the point of view of the
Ameﬁ{:an ;:secmle wha bear the burcien 10 qnswer never»endinq Qovemmer‘t inquirie«z

arsf* eiher reporzs ?hat busm@%{hﬁ and mmvsdm}g mueat wtgmﬁ jte {h@ federai
government is huge and growing. To 4 statistician, as a professionsl matter, more
information, more accurate infermation, and more timely information to allow socially
useful measurementys and conclusions may be the goal. Bul when statisticlans are in

the governmentd, that is not the ultimate goal - it may be an important goal, but only
W_hhlﬂ the limits imposed by public trust, public patience, and the law. Never
underestimate the walue of leaving the Ametican people alone.

The American Time Use Survely is a slep oo far and the BLS should not take that stap,
Please cancel the Amierican Time Use Survey.

PN S;ncerai\f

by Dawd 5. f\ddmgten oY
Senior Vice Prasident and Genetal Counsel

cor Adting Director of the Office of Managefment and Budgst
Attn: Desk Officer for Papervork Reduction Act Proposals
from Departrient of Labor







