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AHFA

American Home Furnishings Alliance

The American Home Furnishings Alliance (AHFA) is the world’s largest and most
influential trade organization serving the home furnishings industry. The 450 member
companies operate numerous domestic wood furniture manufacturing facilities and comprise
an extensive global supply chain that provides a wide variety of home furnishings to the US
consumer. Member companies provide approximately 300,000 manufacturing jobs throughout
the US and represent a $35-billion-dollar segment of the nation’s economy.

Scope

1. Asproposed, the EPA formaldehyde rule fundamentally changed the industry’s business
model. This is not in-line with congressional intent of the legislation and illustrates the
agency’s overreach during rulemaking.

The rule shifts the point of compliance thereby classifying every furniture
manufacturer as a producer of composite wood products.

This shift alters the compliance scheme for all furniture manufacturers forcing
them into a complex and costly testing and certification scheme that the Act was
never intended to cover. This new role will require new equipment and
additional personnel.

The rule depends on test methods that are fraught with ‘compounding
variability’ that must be accounted for in determining compliance or
enforcement.

These changes/costs will be a new regulatory burden primarily on small
businesses.

2. In calculating the rule’s cost benefit, EPA stated ‘the estimated cost of the proposed
rule exceeded the quantified benefits.” The analysis is flawed in several ways:

b.

It relies on an unrealistic expectation of a dramatic ‘sea change’ in the industry
in switching to an unproven NAF resin technology.? The legislative intent was to
have EPA develop a regulation based on performance based emission limits
without bias towards any particular resin system or manufacturing technology
employed to demonstrate compliance.

It is based on a false assumption of unqualified ‘avoided health effects®.

! Formaldehyde Emissions Standards for Composite Wood Products, Implementing Rule, 40CFR Part 770 (EPA-HQ-
OPPT-2012-0018; FRL-9342-3); RIN 2070-AJ92; Section 3, Costs and Benefits, pg.8.

2BID, pg. 93
3 IBID, pg.8
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