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The New York State Conservation Council commends the USFWS for its DEIS on
double crested cormorants, which have been a nuisance species in New York State for
decades.

Having to certify that a non-lethal control method is ineffective before a lethal method
will be approved further delays effective management of the birds. New York’s
Department of Environmental Conservation has attempted to establish control
measures for years with past efforts already failing to meet goals; hence the interest in
moving forward with lethal means. As to oiling of eggs, why is the recommendation to
use only corn 0il? As long as an oil is of low toxicity (i.e., consumable by humans), we
feel other oils (sunflower, safflower, cottonseed, soy) should be allowed for egg oiling.

The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation has collected information for
years about controls used and the successes and failures of each method. It seems
redundant to now require a ‘detailed statement’ about how controls will address the
problem when it is generally acknowledged and documented that there is a problem.
Sufficient data has been collected to assess control efforts attempted in the past;
depredation orders worked well, but proposed permit requirements could be overly
burdensome and further delay control of the cormorants.

While we acknowledge that care must be taken to address the concerns of all
constituents, those interested in cormorant control are not seeking total extermination,
but rather manageable numbers to the point that bird watchers can still enjoy seeing
them while fishermen will not have to compete with the voracious birds to obtain their
catch.

PHONE: 315-894-3302 FAX: 315-894-2893 EMAIL: nyscc@nyscc.com


mbaucum
Highlight

mbaucum
Highlight

mbaucum
Highlight


