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 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

Friends groups are “independent” nonprofit organiza�ons whos nonprofit status is cer�fied by the state in which
they reside.  Many are governed by a board of directors and are guided by mission statements and procedural
policies.  They are supported by membership dues and dona�ons which are used to cover their opera�ng
expenses.  For the most part they are all volunteer organiza�ons.  It is important to note that, because of
overlapping jurisdic�ons in their area or regions, many friends groups have partnership agreements with other
state and federal agencies in addi�on to the USFWS agreements.
 
It is important that a dis�nc�on be made between funds collected on USFWS federal proper�es and membership
dues and dona�ons which are collected for, and managed by the nonprofit friends group.  An annual report can
include both as long as their status is clearly iden�fied.
 
Many volunteers wear more than one hat.  They may be a friends group volunteer, and also sign up as a USFWS
volunteer for the purpose of assis�ng the refuges with special projects, etc.  As formal USFWS volunteers they are
subject to USFWS rules and policies and receive direc�on from the refuge staff.  They may be subject to
background checks.  I do not think background checks are necessary for nonprofit friends groups volunteers.  It
would not be cost effec�ve and would be an unnecessary burden to the friends group.
 
THE USFWS is the most underfunded agency in the federal government.  In many cases friends groups volunteers
have stepped in to provide basic services that would normally be carried out by refuge staff.  As you do your final
analysis, make sure you are not over regula�ng.
 
William Binnewies
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