
 
 
VA’s mission statement comes from a line at the end of Abraham Lincoln's Second Inaugural 
Address. The current VA mission statement is: 
 
To fulfill President Lincoln's promise “To care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, 
and his orphan” by serving and honoring the men and women who are America’s Veterans. 
 
VA is seeking your input on how its mission statement can evolve to be more inclusive and 

representative of the changing needs of all Veterans. Please answer the following survey questions to 
help us understand what should be considered if the mission statement were to be changed. 

 

Please indicate which of these VA Mission Statement options would be your preferred choice. 
(Required) 

o To fulfill President Lincoln’s promise to care for all those ‘who shall have borne the battle’ and 
for their families, caregivers, and survivors.  

o To care for all Veterans who have ‘borne the battle’ in times of peace and war, and their 
families, caregivers, and survivors. 

o The mission of the Department of Veterans Affairs is to provide care, benefits, and memorials to 
those who have served in our nation's military and their families, caregivers, and survivors. 

o To care for all Veterans and their families, caregivers, and survivors. 
o No preference. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are working to better understand our customers. The following questions are voluntary. 
 
Are you Hispanic or Latino? 

o Yes 
o No 

 
How would you describe your race? Select all that apply. 

o American Indian or Alaska Native 
o Asian 
o Black or African American 
o Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 
o White 

 
How would you describe your gender?  

o Male 
o Female 
o Transgender Man 
o Transgender Woman 
o Non-Binary / Third Gender 
o Prefer not to say 
o Other 
 

 

 


