CENSUS QUALITY
REINFORCEMENT
TASK FORCE

Ms. Sheleen Dumas

Departmental Lead PRA Officer
Office of the Chief Information Officer
U.S. Department of Commerce

14th and Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Ms. Dumas,

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, are writing to provide comments on the
proposed information collection request, "Collection of State/Local Administrative Records
and Third-Party Data." We commend the Census Bureau’s efforts to integrate administrative
data with survey data to enhance statistical operations and data quality. However, greater
transparency, accuracy, and equity in these endeavors are necessary to maintain public trust
and collaboration.

Transparency and Trust

The integration of state, local, and third-party administrative records with Census Bureau data
promises significant advancements in data quality and operational efficiency. However, these
benefits can only be realized if the process is transparent and inclusive. Transparency is not
merely about public documentation but involves offering actionable insights into methodologies,
data origins, and accuracy metrics. By making these details accessible and subject to public
scrutiny, the Census Bureau can foster trust and ensure that the data is used ethically and
effectively. Public trust is paramount; without it, the very integrity of the census process may be
compromised.

Therefore, we urge the Census Bureau to:

e Adopt a robust framework for transparency that includes detailed documentation,
regular public updates, and opportunities for stakeholder engagement.

e Publish data sharing agreements between states, local municipalities, third-party
providers and the Census Bureau. These agreements should be made public and
accessible in a centralized repository. Detailed public documentation on the collection
process, the specific data elements being collected and the agreed upon uses of the
shared data is crucial. This transparency will help the public better understand the
necessity of data sharing and how administrative data contributes to the bureau’s
functions and objectives.

e Safeguard against the misuse of this data. Responsibly collecting and safeguarding
data is fundamental to the bureau's proper functioning, ensuring that the data's utility is
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maximized without compromising privacy. Clear articulation of safeguards, and how
those safeguards will be enforced, should be included in all data sharing agreements.

We appreciate the Bureau sharing additional details around specific uses and data elements.
We hope to continue conversations about how to best receive this information on a more regular
basis and in more detail where feasible.

Data Equity and Accuracy

Furthermore, equity must be the cornerstone of the Census Bureau's approach to administrative
data. The Bureau's policies and practices should prioritize the benefits to persistently
undercounted populations and mitigate any potential biases in data linkage and utilization. This
commitment to equity should be reflected in rigorous evaluations of data sources, proactive
stakeholder engagement, and stringent safeguards against data misuse. The historical
underrepresentation and over-surveillance of marginalized communities necessitate a cautious
and deliberate approach.

Therefore, we urge the Census Bureau to:

e Conduct rigorous evaluations of administrative data sources for accuracy, potential
biases, and quality, including assessments of underreporting and coverage bias.

e Work closely with community advocates and civil rights organizations to ensure
their perspectives and expertise are incorporated into decisions around data acquisition
and utilization.

e Uphold the highest standards of confidentiality and accuracy, ensuring that
administrative data is used solely for statistical purposes and never to the detriment of
the communities it aims to serve.

Conclusion

In conclusion, we support the Census Bureau's efforts to enhance its operations through the use
of state administrative records. However, we stress that this must be accompanied by
unwavering commitments to transparency, confidentiality, and equity. These principles are not
just ethical imperatives but practical necessities for achieving a fair and accurate census. We
look forward to continued dialogue and collaboration to ensure these goals are met.

Sincerely,

Allison Plyer
Co-Chair of the CQR Task Force
Chief Demographer, The Data Center

Cara Brumfield

Co-Chair of the CQR Task Force
Director of Income and Work Supports,
The Center for Law and Social Policy



[Organizations]

The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights
Funders Committee for Civic Participation (FCCP)
Population Association of America

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC
Georgetown Center on Poverty & Inequality

Prison Policy Initiative

League of Women Voters of the United States

Project on Government Oversight

Association of Population Centers

Coalition on Human Needs

Partnership for America's Children

Texas Census Institute

Claritas

Coalition for Asian American Children and Families (CACF)
Government Information Watch

Southern Echo

NC Counts Coalition

VOICES for Alabama's Children

MACS 2030 - Minnesotans for the American Community Survey & 2030 Census
Abrazar, Inc.

National Community Action Partnership

AltaMed Health Services Corporation

[Individuals]

James F Holmes, Retired Census Employee & Former Acting Census Bureau Director
Deborah Stein, Senior consultant to Count All Kids

Ed Kissam, Werner-Kohnstamm Family Giving Fund

Erica Maurer, NYC Department of City Planning

Joseph Salvo, Independent Consultant, Former NYC Chief Demographer

Philip Rocco, Associate Professor of Political Science, Marquette University



