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ADDRESSING THE
CLIMATE CRISIS

Number:

DAO 216-22

Effective Date:

2022-04-19

SECTION 1. PURPOSE.

.01 This Department Administrative Order (DAO) establishes the policy for
the Department of Commerce (Department-wide) to integrate climate
considerations into its policies, strategic planning, and programs.

.02 This DAO also establishes the Department of Commerce Climate Council
to provide direction and definition for specific climate considerations, and
to coordinate and oversee the implementation of this DAO.

SECTION 2. AUTHORITY AND SCOPE.

.01 This DAO is issued in accordance with Executive Order 14008, Tackling
the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad, dated January 27, 2021.
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.02 This DAO applies to all operating units and Departmental offices, as
defined in Department Organization Order (DOO) 1-1, Mission and
Organization of the Department.

SECTION 3. POLICY.

.01 Itis the policy of the Department to incorporate climate considerations,
including mitigation measures, adaptation and resilience measures, and
environmental justice measures, into its strategic planning and programs.
The Department will continue to support the climate work that is already
occurring across the Department and will continue to collaborate on
whole-of-government climate efforts, as it also undertakes new efforts
related to climate. When feasible, operating units and Departmental offices
will consult and coordinate with each other to achieve the most beneficial
outcomes.

.02 The Department will rely on the best available and most up-to-date
science and data when making decisions related to climate, including
prioritizing the collection and use of these data across operating units and
Departmental offices. The Department will, as appropriate, provide
climate-related data and services to decision-makers across the Federal
government, state and local governments, and the private and non-profit
sectors to inform and advance their climate work, consistent with
applicable law. Recognizing the critical role that the ocean and coastal
zones play in successfully addressing the climate crisis, the Department will
continue work to achieve sustainable and effective ocean and coastal co-
use and conservation.

.03 The Department will, as appropriate, work with businesses to advance
climate mitigation and resiliency efforts, recognizing the critical role that
the private sector plays in successfully addressing the climate crisis
domestically and internationally. The Department will prioritize growing
the green and blue economies and creating quality jobs, recognizing that
addressing the climate crisis is central to both the economic and
environmental health of the country. The Department will also, as
appropriate, work with like-minded foreign governments to advance
climate efforts, recognizing the critical role international engagement plays
in successfully addressing the climate crisis.

SECTION 4. PROCEDURES.




.01 The Department shall establish and regularly convene a Department of
Commerce Climate Council (Council) to coordinate and oversee the
implementation of this DAO. The Council shall have a charter, which shall
establish the rules under which the Council will function. The Council shall
consist of:

a. The Deputy Secretary, who will chair the council.
b. A representative from the Office of Policy and Strategic Planning.
c. Arepresentative from each primary operating unit.

d. Representatives from other Departmental offices, as determined by the
Deputy Secretary.

.02 The Council shall be responsible for:

a. Advancing and overseeing the policies prescribed in this Order,
including, but not limited to, the identification of specific climate
considerations for Departmental offices and operating units, and the
development of specific climate-related policies, action plans, or program
activities;

b. Identifying specific deliverables for the Department's operating units;

c. Coordinating the Department' s broader climate work, including on
White House-directed initiatives;

d. Disseminating any updated direction on addressing the climate crisis
from the White House or Department leadership; and

e. Further developing the Department's strategic direction as it relates to
climate, as appropriate over time.

.03 The Council shall coordinate with other agencies and interagency
efforts, including the National Climate Task Force.

.04 The Office of General Counsel will provide legal support to the Council

as necessary.

.05 Each operating unit and Departmental office will report to the Secretary
through the Council on the progress of activities related to the



implementation of this DAO and any other actions as established by the
Council in furtherance of the policies established by this DAO. Such reports
shall be first due September 30, 2022, and annually thereafter or as
otherwise directed by the Council.

.06 Operating units and Departmental offices shall provide such other
interim progress reports or drafts of the annual report as the Council may
require.

SECTION 5. ACTIONS.

The Department will integrate equitable climate considerations into its
strategic planning and programming, including but not limited to the
following ongoing bureau actions:

a. The Bureau of Economic Analysis will advance economic accounting
related to the environment and climate, to improve understanding of the
interplay between climate work and the U.S. economy.

b. The Bureau of Industry and Security will identify areas in its core
practices and programs where it can incorporate climate considerations,
including developing outreach strategies for awareness of and compliance
with export controls for companies focused on climate related solutions
and technologies.

c. The Census Bureau will conduct research to better understand the effects
of climate change on businesses and households and share findings with
relevant stakeholders, including with other bureaus.

d. The Economic Development Administration will ensure climate change
mitigation and resilience concepts are incorporated into program design,
including Notices of Funding Opportunity where appropriate, and it will
identify and execute on additional avenues to incorporate climate
considerations into its work.

e. The International Trade Administration will align its industry
engagements with the Administration's vision for a low carbon future and
will prioritize clean technology as part of its work to coordinate the export
promotion and export financing activities of the U.S. government.



f. The Minority Business Development Agency will review its programs and
practices to identify opportunities to further embed climate considerations
into its work.

g. The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) will
implement a dedicated process to review and coordinate ongoing and
planned climate-related activities to ensure that NIST continues to deliver
the most accurate measurements, data, and standards. The National
Telecommunications and Information Administration will report on how it
reviewed its programs and practices to identify opportunities to integrate
climate considerations into its work.

h. The National Telecommunications and Information Administration will
review its programs and practices to identify opportunities to integrate
climate considerations into its work.

i. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will
implement a formal process to oversee, coordinate, and strengthen the
work across NOAA offices whose missions include climate; maintain an
inventory of its climate-related work; and conduct listening sessions with
external stakeholders on their use of NOAA's climate data, tools,
observations, assets, and services. Based on those inputs, NOAA will pursue
opportunities to improve its climate data, tools, observations, assets, and
services and advance coastal resilience and ocean-based climate solutions.

j- The Department will work to invest in and maintain climate-ready,
resilient and, where feasible, net-zero emissions facilities and will assess
climate change vulnerabilities, using climate information from the latest
National Climate Assessment, to assist in developing the Department's
climate change adaptation and resilience plans.

k. The United States Patent and Trademark Office will review its programs
and practices to identify opportunities to integrate climate considerations
into its work and explore the potential to accelerate review of patent
applications that pertain to environmental quality, energy conservation,
development of renewable energy, greenhouse gas emission reduction, or
other climate related topics.

These actions will be overseen by the DOC Climate Council. In taking these
actions, each operating unit and Departmental office will be mindful of the



value and benefit of their work to the work of other operating units and
Departmental offices within the Department. When feasible, the operating
units and Departmental offices will consult and coordinate with each other
to achieve the most beneficial outcomes. In addition, the Department will
coordinate with other agencies and interagency efforts, including through
the National Climate Task Force.

SECTION 6. EFFECT ON OTHER ORDERS.

This Order supersedes and revokes DAO 216-18, Climate Change
Adaptation Planning.

Signed by: Senior Advisor to the Deputy Secretary performing the
nonexclusive duties of the Chief Financial Officer and Assistant Secretary
for Administration

Approved by: Secretary of Commerce

Office of Primary Interest: Office of Policy and Strategic Planning
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