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Comments Received :

This proposal and guidelines have several issues there are detrimental to patients. 1. Reduced Access to Pain
Management:
The proposed evaluation may encourage overly rigid adherence to the CDC guidelines, leading to reduced access to
necessary opioid medications for patients with chronic pain or severe acute pain. This can result in under-treatment of pain,
leading to unnecessary suffering and diminished quality of life.

2. Impact on Individualized Care:
The guidelines may not adequately consider the diverse needs of patients. Implementing them without flexibility could harm
individuals requiring customized treatment plans, especially those with complex or rare conditions.

3. Increased Stigma for Patients with Chronic Pain:
Expanding the evaluation and focus on opioid prescribing may inadvertently stigmatize patients with legitimate pain needs,
making it harder for them to seek and receive appropriate care from providers who fear scrutiny or penalties.

4. Risk of Alternative Harmful Coping Mechanisms:
Patients unable to access opioids for pain relief might turn to unsafe alternatives, including illegal substances or unregulated
medications, increasing the risk of overdose or adverse health outcomes.

5. Burden on Healthcare Providers:
If the evaluation leads to stricter monitoring or punitive measures for prescribers, providers might feel discouraged from
prescribing opioids altogether, even in cases where they are clearly needed, further limiting patient access to effective pain
relief.

6. Unintended Consequences for Vulnerable Populations:
Marginalized communities, such as those in rural areas or with limited healthcare access, could disproportionately face
barriers to pain management. This could exacerbate existing healthcare disparities.

7. Overemphasis on Opioids Without Addressing Comprehensive Pain Management:
While focusing on opioids, the proposal might neglect to evaluate the availability and efficacy of non-opioid pain
management strategies, leaving patients without adequate alternatives.



