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Many countries and U.S. states already recognize gender marker changes on IDs and birth certificates, yet passports remain
restrictive. Some trans people have undergone legal and medical transitions, including gender-affirming surgery, while others
may not—but their identity is just as valid. Legal systems should align across documentation to avoid contradictions that
cause bureaucratic hurdles and discrimination.. Passports are meant to be accurate identification documents. For trans and
nonbinary individuals, a passport that does not reflect their gender identity is not just an inconvenience—it is an inaccuracy
that forces them into categories that do not align with their lived reality. For example, a trans man on HRT who presents as a
man, or a nonbinary person, may experience significant issues if their passport contradicts their gender expression. Traveling
with a passport that misgenders someone exposes them to potential violence, discrimination, and undue scrutiny. Many
countries have hostile environments for trans and nonbinary people, and having a mismatched passport can lead to
detention, denial of entry, invasive questioning, or harassment by border officials. This is especially dangerous in places
where being trans or gender-nonconforming is criminalized.  Several countries, including Canada, Germany, New Zealand,
Australia, Nepal, and India, already offer a third gender marker or allow people to select their gender without requiring
medical documentation. The U.S. introduced an "X" gender marker option, but policies remain inconsistent across federal
agencies and international travel agreements. Expanding these options universally aligns with international human rights
recommendations. Mismatched documents create unnecessary complications at airports and border crossings, delaying
travel and increasing scrutiny. This can lead to detainment, missed flights, and even legal consequences in countries with
rigid gender norms. A passport that reflects a traveler’s identity prevents these disruptions. No one should have to disclose
their medical history, chromosomes, or surgical status to justify their gender marker. The assumption that legal gender must
match sex assigned at birth is outdated and intrusive. Providing options allows individuals to maintain privacy while ensuring
their documents reflect their reality. Binary gender markers exclude nonbinary and intersex people, many of whom do not fit
within the strict male/female classification. Denying recognition forces people into categories that erase their identities and, in
some cases, contradict their legal documentation from other government agencies.
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