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I’m deeply concerned about the recent changes to the DS-5504 passport process and how they’re making it harder for
transgender people to get accurate documentation. This isn’t just about paperwork; it’s about safety, dignity, and the basic
right to exist without unnecessary barriers.

Forcing trans people to jump through more hoops just to have identification that reflects who they are puts them at serious
risk. Inaccurate IDs can lead to harassment, denial of services, and even violence. No one should have to out themselves
every time they show their passport, and making it harder to update gender markers is cruel and unnecessary.

And let’s talk about how this policy doesn’t even make sense for intersex people. If someone is born with a sex characteristic
that doesn’t fit neatly into “male” or “female,” how are they supposed to navigate this system? The government shouldn’t be
in the business of policing people’s identities, especially when those identities are recognized by medical professionals, legal
experts, and human rights organizations worldwide.

There is no justifiable reason for making it harder for trans and intersex people to have correct documentation. This change
isn’t about security; it’s about discrimination. It needs to be reversed.
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