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As the Department of State considers modifications to the application for renewing passports, it is absolutely critical that this
application be inclusive of the trans and non-binary community. Sex, which is a biological characteristic that occurs on a
spectrum (i.e.,  male, female and intersex people) often does not map onto a person’s gender identity. As such, it is crucial
that people be allowed to apply using the gender they identify as whether that is male, female, another option (often identified
as “X” on passports) and that there be no requirement that gender have anything to do with anything other than how the
applicant identifies. There is a wide body of research demonstrating that sex and gender both are spectrums. It would be an
incredibly damaging precedent to set to say that the United States government is able to pry into its citizens’ lives and tell
them what gender they are.
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