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December 28, 2024



Joella Roland

HRSA Information Collection Clearance Officer

Health Resources and Services Administration

Room 14NWH04

5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MC 20857



Dear Ms. Roland,



Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Information Collection Request, Process Data for Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network, OMB No. 0906-xxxx-New.  I am writing on behalf of the University of North Carolina Center for Transplant Care in Chapel Hill, NC. While we support the collection of pre-waitlist referral and evaluation data, we are concerned about the burden placed on transplant centers to provide these data with no additional resources. We would like to share the following recommendations to maximize the efficiency of the data collection process:

 

1. Implement a quarterly data collection cycle with the ability to submit the data via an application programming interface with the transplant centers’ electronic health record (e.g., Epic). As a transplant center that receives approximately 225 transplant referrals per month, this method would significantly reduce the burden compared to individual patient forms and produce higher quality data. 

2. Initiate the collection of information on new referrals going forward from a specified starting point in time.

3. As participants in the RaDIANT (Reducing Disparities in Access to KidNey Transplantation) project for over a decade, we recommend a similar data collection template and data dictionary as used by the Southeastern Kidney Council Transplant Coalition to collect these data from transplant centers in ESRD Networks 1, 2, 6, and 9.

4. Pilot test the data collection with a sample of transplant centers prior to full implementation to identify potential problems. We would gladly volunteer to participate as a pilot test center. 

Sincerely,

[image: ]

Deborah Erickson RN, PhD

Director, Transplant Services
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