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Good afternoon,

 

Please see below comments from UCLA Health (aka New Century Health Plan) for consideration relating to the Proposed Collection for Updated Medicare Prescription Payment Plan Model

Documents. Also attached is a PDF with related comments outlined by the CMO, Dr. Eddy Ang. 

 

 

 

 

Please reach out with any questions and thank you for consideration.
 
Best regards,
 
Heidi M. Angelo
Compliance Manager
MAPD Risk Management & Oversight 
 

 
 
 
UCLA Health
UCLA Faculty Practice Group

e:  hangelo@mednet.ucla.edu

 
>www.uclahealthmedicareadvantage.org<
 
The information transmitted, including attachments, is intended only for the person(s) or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material.  Any review, retransmission, dissemination, or other use of or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by
person(s) or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited.  If you received this in error, please contact the sender and destroy any copies of this information.
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Medicare

Health' | ADVANTAGE PLAN

by New Century Health Plan




Consider Managing Your Monthly Drug Costs with the Medicare

Prescription Payment Plan e
You're likely to benefit from participating in the Medicare Prescription Payment Plan because
you have high drug costs.

)

‘What’s the Medicare Prescription Payment Plan?

The Medicare Prescription Payment Plan is a payment option that works with your current drug
coverage to help you manage your out-of-pocket costs for drugs covered by your plan by
spreading them across the calendar year (January—December). Anyone with a Medicare drug
plan or Medicare health plan with drug coverage (like a Medicare Advantage Plan with drug
coverage) can use this payment option. All plans offer this payment option. participation is
voluntary, and there’s no cost to participate.

)

This payment option might help you manage your monthly expenses, but it doesn’t save
you money or lower your drug costs. If you have low or stable drug costs. then this payment
option might not be the best choice for you.

How will my costs work?

‘When you fill a prescription for a drug covered by Part D, you won'’t pay your pharmacy
(including mail order and specialty pharmacies). Instead. you’ll get a bill each month from your
health or drug plan. Your monthly bill is based on what you would have paid for any
prescriptions you get. plus your previous month’s balance. divided by the number of months left
in the year.

Note: Your payments might change every month, so you might not know what your exact
Dbill will be ahead of time. Future payments might increase when you fill a new prescription (or
refill an existing prescription) because there are fewer months left in the year to spread out your
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Add a comment

Change to "if" so beneficiaries
understand that this is nota
mandatory program. We learned
from this year that some members
were under the impression that
they must enroll in MPPP to get
Part D benefits.

Reply

@ =
8:52AM

Recommend a statement to clarify
that access to medications won't
be impacted by MPPP; only the
billing method is different
Beneficiaries should know that
MPPP has no bearing on their
access to medications in any way.

Reply

@ EZAng
8:53AM
Reassure beneficiaries that they

can disenroll voluntarily from
MPPP anytime.




Note: Your payments might change every month, so you might not know what your exact
Dbill will be ahead of time. Future payments might increase when you fill a new prescription (or
refill an existing prescription) because there are fewer months left in the year to spread out your
remaining payments.

‘Who can help me decide if I should participate?
¢ Your health or drug plan: Visit your plan’s website or call your plan to get more
information. If you need to pick up a prescription urgently. call your plan.
*  Medicare: Visit Medicare.gov/prescription-pavment-plan to learn more about this
payment option and if it might be a good fit for you.
e State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP): Visit shiphelp.org to get the
phone number for your local SHIP and get free. personalized health insurance counseling.

Visit your health or drug plan’s website or call your plan for more information, or to start
participating in this payment option.

Need this information in another format or language? To get this material in other formats
like large print. braille. or another language. contact your Medicare drug plan at the phone
number on your membership card. If you need help contacting your plan. call 1-800-
MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048.
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Consider Managing Your Monthly Drug Costs with the Medicare 
Prescription Payment Plan  
You’re likely to benefit from participating in the Medicare Prescription Payment Plan because 
you have high drug costs.  
 
What’s the Medicare Prescription Payment Plan? 
The Medicare Prescription Payment Plan is a payment option that works with your current drug 
coverage to help you manage your out-of-pocket costs for drugs covered by your plan by 
spreading them across the calendar year (January–December). Anyone with a Medicare drug 
plan or Medicare health plan with drug coverage (like a Medicare Advantage Plan with drug 
coverage) can use this payment option. All plans offer this payment option, participation is 
voluntary, and there’s no cost to participate.  


This payment option might help you manage your monthly expenses, but it doesn’t save 
you money or lower your drug costs. If you have low or stable drug costs, then this payment 
option might not be the best choice for you. 


How will my costs work? 
When you fill a prescription for a drug covered by Part D, you won’t pay your pharmacy 
(including mail order and specialty pharmacies). Instead, you’ll get a bill each month from your 
health or drug plan. Your monthly bill is based on what you would have paid for any 
prescriptions you get, plus your previous month’s balance, divided by the number of months left 
in the year. 
 
Note: Your payments might change every month, so you might not know what your exact 
bill will be ahead of time. Future payments might increase when you fill a new prescription (or 
refill an existing prescription) because there are fewer months left in the year to spread out your 
remaining payments.   
 
Who can help me decide if I should participate?  


• Your health or drug plan: Visit your plan’s website or call your plan to get more 
information. If you need to pick up a prescription urgently, call your plan. 


• Medicare: Visit Medicare.gov/prescription-payment-plan to learn more about this 
payment option and if it might be a good fit for you. 


• State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP): Visit shiphelp.org to get the 
phone number for your local SHIP and get free, personalized health insurance counseling. 


 
Visit your health or drug plan’s website or call your plan for more information, or to start 


participating in this payment option. 
 
Need this information in another format or language? To get this material in other formats 
like large print, braille, or another language, contact your Medicare drug plan at the phone 
number on your membership card. If you need help contacting your plan, call 1-800-
MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048. 



https://www.medicare.gov/prescription-payment-plan

https://www.shiphelp.org/
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Comment on Text

Recommend an example of how MPPP might be beneficial. e.g. instead of $600 upfront, MPPP allows for $50/month.
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Comment on Text

Recommend a statement to clarify that access to medications won't be impacted by MPPP; only the billing method is different. Beneficiaries should know that MPPP has no bearing on their access to medications in any way.
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Comment on Text

Reassure beneficiaries that they can disenroll voluntarily from MPPP anytime.
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Comment on Text

Change to "if" so beneficiaries understand that this is not a mandatory program. We learned from this year that some members were under the impression that they must enroll in MPPP to get Part D benefits.
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