
An official website of the United States Government. 

Docket (/docket/NHTSA-2024-0004) / Document (NHTSA-2024-0004-0001) (/document/NHTSA-2024-0004-0001)
/ Comment

 Back to Document Comments (/document/NHTSA-2024-0004-0001/comment)

Share

PUBLIC SUBMISSION

Comment from Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
Posted by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on Jan 22, 2025

Comment

Dear Associate Administrator Srinivasan:

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety welcomes the opportunity to comment on the proposed
information collection "National Roadside Survey of Alcohol and Drug Prevalence of Road Users: 2025."
Please see the attached document for the full text of our comment.

Sincerely,
Angela H. Eichelberger, Ph.D.
Senior Research Scientist
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January 21, 2025 

Nanda Narayanan Srinivasan 
Associate Administrator, Research and Program Development 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Request for public comment on proposed new collection of information 
Docket No. NHTSA-2024-0004 

Dear Associate Administrator Srinivasan: 

The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the proposed 
information collection "National Roadside Survey of Alcohol and Drug Prevalence of Road Users: 2025." 
As described in the Federal Register notice of November 20, 2024, NHTSA proposes to collect 
anonymous data on alcohol and drug prevalence among drivers and other road users who voluntarily 
participate in the survey. 

Since 1973, national roadside surveys have provided nationally representative estimates of alcohol 
prevalence among drivers. This information has been useful for tracking progress in addressing alcohol 
impairment among drivers over time, and the information has been used in conjunction with other data 
sets to estimate the crash risk associated with various blood alcohol levels (e.g., Voas et al., 2012). In 
2007, information on drug prevalence was added to the survey for the first time (Lacey et al., 2009). The 
2007 and 2013–2014 surveys provide the only nationally representative estimates of drug prevalence 
among drivers for potentially impairing drugs other than alcohol. 

Given that it has been more than a decade since the last national roadside survey was conducted, IIHS 
believes a 2025 survey is important for providing up-to-date alcohol and drug prevalence estimates 
among drivers. NHTSA’s proposal to collect breath and oral fluid samples at roadside from drivers who 
voluntarily participate is consistent with the methodology of prior surveys and will be important to ensure 
that prevalence estimates are comparable across survey years. 

IIHS agrees that other road users such as pedestrians, bicyclists, and electric scooter riders will be a 
useful addition to the survey, as the number of non-occupant fatalities on U.S. roadways has been 
increasing in recent years. This information may be useful for identifying the extent to which impairment 
may be a contributing factor to injuries in this population. 

In conclusion, IIHS supports the collection of information to examine alcohol and drug prevalence among 
drivers and other road users, and we appreciate the opportunity to comment on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Angela H. Eichelberger, Ph.D. 
Senior Research Scientist 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
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