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From: Kamphoefner, Walter

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Proposed ACS changes
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:08:19 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I just learned of the proposal to drop the question of "number of times married" from the American
Community Servey. | strongly oppose this move.

Given the extreme reduction of the number of variables enumerated in the 2010 census, the ACS has
taken on additional importance.

The "number of times married" question is essential to obtain an accurate read on the nation's divorce
rate, a matter of social and economic concern across the ideological spectrum.

Historians and other social scientists have gained a wealth of insights from ACS and individual-level
census sources, and once an opportunity like this is thrown away, it can never be recovered.

I strongly urge that you reconsider this proposed omission.

Sincerely,

Walter D. Kamphoefner

Professor of History

Texas A&M University
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From: Eileen Patten

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Proposed change to ACS marital data
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:38:37 AM

Good morning,

I am writing because the IPUMS project has brought it to my attention of the plan to
drop the “number of times married” item from the ACS. This is a vital characteristic
for understanding family dynamics and it would be a great loss to demographers. |
would please implore you and your department to reconsider dropping this variable

from the survey.
Thank you for your consideration,
Eileen Patten

Research Assistant, Pew Research Center
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From: Ajit Zacharias

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Proposed change to ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:54:40 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| understand that you are considering to drop the “number of times married” question from the
future rounds of the American Community Survey. The information collected via this question is
very important for the study of the economics of marriage and family formation. By collecting this
information, ACS had really broken new ground and | hope that you would retain the question. This
would greatly facilitate my own planned future research on family dynamics.

Sincerely,
Ajit Zacharias

Ajit Zacharias

Senior Scholar and Director

Distribution of Income and Wealth Program
Levy Economics Institute of Bard College
Annandale-on-Hudson, NY 12504

USA

Phone: 845-758-7734

Fax: 845-758-1149

Website: www.levyinstitue.org
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From: William T. Watson

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Proposed revision of American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:38:45 PM

Hello Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I write you to express concern regarding removing the "Number of Times Married" question from the
2014 American Community Survey (ACS). | believe ACS to be a unique vehicle to capture this very
important data regarding divorce statistics. The data supplied by the ACS has proved to be very
beneficial in my prior research efforts on matters relating to marriage and divorce. Further, it appears to
be a nearly intractable problem to accurately derive this data elsewhere, particularly when desiring to
correlate the data to other ACS questions. Finally, preserving this question partly supports the stated
goals of ACS as articulated in the proposed revision. | therefore respectfully request the ACS continues
to collect data on marriage and divorce.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
William T. Watson

Valdosta State University
Valdosta, Georgia
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From: Ogunyinka, Ebenezer

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Question on Marriage
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:58:13 AM

| would strongly suggest that this question be retained in the survey. The value of the country’s
statistics will be grossly affected if removed. Responses to the question provides a good information
on an international comparative measure of family values’ dynamics.

Thank you.
Ebenezer O.

Thanks for not including this email address in any general listserve.

Ebenezer Ogunyinka, Ph.D.

Economist

Socioeconomic Research & Development Section
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Phone: (225) 763 3957

Fax: (225) 763 5405
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From: McCarthy, T.J.

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: RE: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:06:13 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin--

After hearing of the Census Bureau's plan to drop the "number of times married" question from the ACS, | would like
to express my opposition to this change. Much of my previous research has dealt with marriage and family
formation/dissolution, and losing this variable would severely hinder my future plans for related research. | ask that
you would please reconsider this change, as it would have a significant detrimental impact on a variety of important
work.

T.J. McCarthy

Assistant Professor (Teaching)
Sol Price School of Public Policy
University of Southern California
Lewis Hall 220

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0626
(213) 740-6880

From: mccarthy.usc@gmail.com [mccarthy.usc@gmail.com] on behalf of T.J. McCarthy
[timccarthy@ucdavis.edu]

Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 9:00 AM

To: T.J. McCarthy

Subject: Fwd: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 8:25 AM

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
To: Theodore <tjmccarthy@ucdavis.edu>

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
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available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Rugales
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota

Copyright © 2011 University of Minnesota, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Minnesota Population Center
225 19th Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Sent to tjmccarthy@ucdavis.edu — why did | get this?
unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences

University of Minnesota - 225 19th Avenue South - 50 Willey Hall - Minneapolis, MN 55455
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From: Craig Palsson

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Re: ACS Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:49:12 AM

Dear Office of Management and Budget:

I'm writing in response to Census Bureau's request for the 2014 ACS. Under
consideration is the option to drop the Number of Times Married question. As an
economist, | would like to point out that this question is pertinent to studies on
family income dynamics. Without an understanding of how many times the individual
has been married, we risk misdiagnosing effects of family structure and labor market
conditions on individual labor supply and productivity. Furthermore, the cost of
including the marginal question is small compared to the benefit it creates in the
research community. Indeed, | fear dropping the question altogether would result in
a larger cost than the inconvenience of asking it.

Craig Palsson
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From: Kyle Joseph Burns

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Re: ACS "Number of Times Married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:31:26 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

In a notice posted on April 16, 2013 on the Federal Register website for the
American Community Survey informed us that the question, "Number of times
married?" will be dropped from the survey. | am writing this e-mail because |
believe that this question is extremely important for researchers on marital stability
and should be kept.

As data from ACS, as far as | am aware, is not able to used against respondents
keeping this question should have no negative impact on the community. However,
this question provides researchers with data that can be used to model what
conditions make it likely that someone might divorce and why this might occur
multiple times. This small piece of innocuous information is important because it can
be used to help us understand more about divorce, remarriage, and marriage
stability and find ways to reduce the number of people that are in conditions that
lead to divorce. This information can be used in many ways that help the population
of the United States with not only marital stability but fertility, happiness and other
areas as well.

The American Community Survey has provided academics with a variety of important
information to help society for many years to come and | hope that it will continue
to make the wise decisions that it has up until now by maintaining as much useful
data as it possibly can.

Thank you for your time and patience,
Sincerely,
Kyle Burns

On Mon, May 6, 2013 at 10:21 AM, Kyle Joseph Burns
<kjburnsl@email.arizona.edu> wrote:
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From: Anthony Webb

To: IPUMS Project; Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Re: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:51:16 AM

Dr Harris-Kojetin,
| do research on the costs long-term care imposes on Medicaid.

There are huge differences between the Medicaid costs of married and unmarried individuals. It is vital that |
have good data on marital biographies to project the percentages of succeeding birthn cohorts of the elderly
who will be married. Specifically. | need to know whether the current marriage is a first or subsequent marriage
because subsequent mariages are less stable. Without the ACS, | couldn’t address this important research

question.
| urge the government to keep the times married question.

Anthony Webb

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Reply-To: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: Monday, May 6, 2013 11:25 AM

To: Anthony Webb <anthony.webb.2@bc.edu>

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working paper
by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently available
for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data will be
badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to
estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Federal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email
atbharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.
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Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota

Copyright © 2011 University of Minnesota, All rights reserved.
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Minnesota Population Center
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From: christina.jeng@gmail.com on behalf of Christina Jeng

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Re: Decision to drop number of times married question in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:30:50 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I am an Economics PhD student at the University of Chicago studying the link between marriage and labor
markets in China.

As someone who is very interested in data relating to marital history, | am writing to express my opinion that not
eliciting information about the number of times married would be a loss to social science research trying to
understand the nature of the evolution of American society.

I am of the opinion that this decision may be motivated by a desire to limit the amount shame or discomfort
respondents might experience if answering that one has been married multiple times. | believe that this can be
remedied by changing the framing or placement of the question within the survey; | think one simply needs to
consult those trained in psychology or counseling to determine a more sensitive way of eliciting information about
the number of times married. Or perhaps it would require special training of an enumerator.

Overall, | do believe there are very good reasons to elicit information about marital history in the ACS and | do
believe there are ways for elicitation of this information to be less uncomfortable.

Best,

Christina Jenq

Candidate, Economics PhD
University of Chicago
Booth School of Business
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From: Chelsea Garneau

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Regarding changes to the American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:18:26 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to express my concern regarding the removal of “number of times married” from the
American Community Survey. In order to understand the dynamic nature of American families and
their changing needs in the evolving American demographic landscape, demographers and family
researchers must have access to this essential piece of data. Such data are not only vital for
understanding family and marital instability, but they are also essential for understanding the
complex nature of family structure faced by many children in the United States. Drs. Sheela Kennedy
and Steven Ruggles demonstrated recently in a working paper that the ACS is the only truly reliable
source of such complex marriage and divorce data. Even with this information, it is often difficult to
make determinations regarding family instability and marriage and divorce rates, yet without it
doing so would be nearly impossible. | strongly urge you to reconsider this change.

Sincerely,

Chelsea Garneau, Ph.D.

Post Doctoral Research Fellow

Alabama Healthy Marriage and Relationship Education Initiative
Department of Human Development and Family Studies

Auburn University

Auburn, AL 36849

Cell: 517-862-3004
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From: Tysinger. Bryan

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Removal of "number of times married" from American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:20:03 PM

Please do not remove the “number of times married” question from the American Community
Survey. | am quantitative analyst at the University of Southern California and | rely on the American
Community Survey’s questions on marriages to estimate trends on nuptiality in the U.S. We rely on
these trends as inputs to forecast many things, including Social Security expenditures over the next
50 years. Credible forecasts rely on well-measured trends.

Thanks,
Bryan Tysinger
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From: Thom Walstrum

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Removal of the "number of times married" question from the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:52:35 AM

Dear Brian Harris-Kojetin:

I am writing to register my opposition to the removal of the "number of times
married” question from the ACS. Please reconsider, as | belive this question helps
provide useful insight into the structure of American families.

Regards,

Thom Walstrum
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From: Nicole Ross

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Removing "number of times married" from ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:41:37 PM

To Whom it May Concern,

As someone who has used ACS data in the past and plans on continuing to use this
vital source of data as a phd student at UNC next fall, I strongly urge you to not
eliminate the question "number of times married". Beyond just giving researchers
important data about divorce rates and blended families, this question can help
illuminate other important information about American demographics that aren't
apparent at first.

As someone who has taught in a classroom and who wishes to continue researching
education issues, | know how important family and household structure are in
determining outcomes in the classroom, especially in high poverty communities,
which are much more likely to face the challenges of blended and single-family
households. Understanding the relationships between household figureheads and
children continue to prove vitally important in understanding their academic,
emotional, and eventually professional success.

The ACS is one of the few remaining surveys that reveals the demographics of
household relationship structures, and it would be a huge shame for the research
community and the American public to lose out on meaningful data that it provides.

Thank you,
Nicole Ross
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From: Jennifer Rose Talevich

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Request to not drop "number of times married" question from the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:11:35 PM

Hello Mr. Harris-Kojetin,

I writing to request that you do not drop "number of times married" question from
the ACS. This may seem redundant with whether or not someone is divorced,
however, there is much reason to think that it is not. Having one divorce and
remarriage may be a sign of learning but multiple divorces and remarriages may
signal a personal or societal problem. Researchers should also control for those who
have an unusual number of marriages when looking at divorce and marriage norms
for they may be statistical outliers that can result in misleading conclusions about
marriage and divorce.

Thank you for your consideration,

Dr. Jennifer Talevich
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From: Bruce Brown

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Request to retain "number of times married" question in the American Community Survey.
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:47:23 PM

To:  Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin

From: Bruce Brown

Date May 6, 2013

RE:  Request to retain "number of times married" question in the American Community Survey.

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin

Please do your best to retain the retain "number of times married" question in the American Community
Survey.

Although I have not personally used data from this variable in the past, | know it has been very
important to other economic researchers.

If  and the others contacting you about this matter can be of some assistance, please let me/us know.
Thank you Bruce Brown

Professor and Graduate Coordinator
Economics Department

Cal Poly Pomona

Pomona CA 91768

909.869.5074
bbrown@csupomona.edu

http://www.csupomona.edu/~bbrown/
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From: Jennifer Kerpelman

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Request to retain "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:26:49 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am requesting that the Census Bureau retain the question "number of times married." For those of
us in the field of Family Studies, this is an important question for our capacity to address a range of
issues pertaining to family diversity and marital stability. Thank you for reconsidering the decision to
drop this item. Best regards, Jennifer Kerpelman

Jennifer Kerpelman, Ph.D.

Professor of Human Development and Family Studies
Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies
College of Human Sciences, 210 Spidle Hall

Auburn University

jkerpelman@auburn.edu

334-844-3790
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From: Steve Bahr

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Request to retain number of times married in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:42:01 AM

As a sociologist who uses the American Community Survey, | am writing to request that the ACS
retain eh question on number of times married. Deleting this question would make the ACs much
less useful as a tool to understand and track marriage and divorce. The ACS is the only reliable
source of divorce statistics.

| appreciate your consideration of this matter.

Stephen J. Bahr
Department of Sociology
Brigham Young University
Provo, UT 84602
801-422-6710

Stephen_bahr@byu.edu
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From: Humphrey Costello

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: Retain the ACS number of times married question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:39:27 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

I am writing to comment on the proposed removal of the question about the number of times respondents to the
American Community Survey have been married. | believe that removing this question would be a loss to the
understanding of families in America. Please retain the question.

Sincerely,

Humphrey Costello

Assistant Research Scientist

Wyoming Survey & Analysis Center (WYSAC)

Dept. 3925, 1000 E. University Ave., Laramie WY 82071-2000

(307) 399-8484
Humphrey.costello@uwyo.edu
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From: Martin L Levin (mllevin)

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: The # of Time Married Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:08:20 PM
Importance: High

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin:

As a user of the ACS it has come to my attention that the number of times married question is
going to be dropped. This would be a tremendous loss to demographers and family scholars.
Please try to save it. It really doesn’t take up much space.

Thank you for your consideration.

Martin L. Levin

Professor and Chair
Department of Sociology
The University of Memphis
Memphis, TN 38152
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From: Jim Hammerman

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Times married question on American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 10:48:32 PM

Dear Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing as a social science/ educational researcher to express my concern about the Commerce
Department plans to remove the "Number of times married" question from the ACS. While the other
suggested changes (changes in language to refer to African-Americans that delete outdated language,
addition of questions on health-insurance premiums and subsidies, more precise information about
housing) are all adding to our knowledge about how Americans live, there is important information
contained in longitudinal tracking of the "Number of times married" question that will be lost if the
guestion is removed. While some changes to the question may be relevant to account for and reflect
the several ways that states are recognizing same-sex unions (whether through marriage or civil
union), long-term tracking of marriage and divorce rates in part through a record of the number of times
that people marry makes a difference in our understanding of the nature of family structures in the US,
the view of marriage or civil union as an important institution, its place in supporting healthy child-
rearing, its impact on educational and economic outcomes, and other important questions. | urge you to
amend the proposed plans in order to retain the "number of times married" question on the ACS.

Thank you for your consideration,
James K.L. Hammerman



mailto:jim_hammerman@terc.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov




From: Moses Gates

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Upcoming ACS Changes
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:35:51 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin

| am a non-profit analysts, as well as a visiting assistant professor of Demography at the Pratt institute in
Brooklyn. | am writing to urge you to RETAIN the current ACS question “number of times married.” For those of
us who study family demography, this change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital
for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A
recent working paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source
currently available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to
estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

Thank you

Moses Gates

Director, CHAMP

Association for Neighborhood & Housing Development
50 Broad Street, Suite 1125

New York, NY 10004

www.anhd.org

Tel: (212) 747-1117 x 15
Fax: (212) 747-1114

E-Mail: Moses.G@anhd.org
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From: elenaning@gmail.com on behalf of Helen Ning

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Urge Census Bureau not to drop marriage history question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:59:25 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

Please note how important the marriage history question regarding number of times married is for important
research that inform policy decision everyday.

As a policy graduate student and future policy practioner, | am a frequent user of ACS and IPUMS and have also
consumed important literature that utilizes ACS in many ways. Letting go of an important question in the survey
would have implication of future elimination of addition questions and have an adverse impact on our knowledge
of marriage and family behavior in this country.

There, | urge OMB and yourself to make the right decision in preserving this question in ACS survey.
Thank you,

Helen Ning

I-Chun (Helen) Ning

M.P.P 2013

The Harris School of Public Policy
The University of Chicago
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From: Donald Treiman

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: "Number of times married" question in ACS.
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:58:14 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

| wrote to urae_the retention of the "number of times married" question in
the American Community Survey. This question is crucial for making
sense of data on divorce, remarriage, child livina arranaements and their
conseauences, and manv other issues. Since the ACS is the onlv reliable
source of such data, droppina the question would cause serious harm to
researchers on the familvy, undercutting their ability to answer both
scientific and policy questions.

Cordially,
Don Treiman

Donald J. Treiman

Distinguished Professor of Sociology Emeritus, UCLA

Research Professor, Sociology, UCLA

Faculty Associate, California Center for Population Research, UCLA
Phone: +1/310/889-9660

Fax: +1/425/699-4915

Skype: treimandj

Email: treimandj@gmail.com

Personal web site: http://www.ccpr.ucla.edu/dtreiman
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From: Linda Hester

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: "number of times married" in the American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:57:16 AM

Please do not drop the question on "number of times married” from the American
Community Survey. As a retired grant writer, statistics like this were vital to the
quality of my work. | teach up and coming grant writers to use all aspects of the US
Census.com. More is better! Thanks. LH

Sent from my iPad
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From: Pais, Jeremy

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:37:45 AM

Please do not eliminate the "number of times married" question in the ACS.

Jeremy Pais, Ph.D.
Department of Sociology
University of Connecticut
344 Mansfield Rd. Unit 2068
Storrs, CT 06269-2068

Phone: 860-486-0391
E-mail: jeremy.pais@uconn.edu
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From: schweitl@msu.edu

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: “the number of times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:37:27 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to urge you to keep "the number of times married" question on the
American Community Survey. This question provides important data for researchers
such as myself who study marriage and family life, especially in this time when
views of marriage are undergoing major changes.

Thank you for yur consideration.
Sincerely yours,

John H. Schweitzer, Ph.D.

Professor, Center for Community and Economic Development
University Outreach & Engagement

Michigan State University

1615 East Michigan Avenue

Lansing, MI 48912

Office phone: 517-353-9555



mailto:schweit1@msu.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov




From: Sullivan, Dennis

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: alterations to ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:45:51 PM

I continue to hear rumors about changes in the ACS, of which I am a regular
research user. For example, I have heard that there are proposals to change the
marital history question in a way that will reduce its value and disrupt comparability
between years. It is important that major surveys like the ACS change or eliminate
questions only when there is clear and widely accepted evidence that the original
question is insufficient or unreliable. It is particularly important to retain the ACS,
since the "long form" has been eliminated from the decennial Census. Changes in the
ACS should not be considered without discussions with the research community that

relies on it.

Dennis Sullivan
Professor of Economics Emeritus
Miami University

Oxford, Ohio
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From: Jenny Trinitapoli

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: big mistake to drop the "number of times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:09:48 PM

The number of times married question is essential for constructing meaningful
marital histories and generating estimates of divorce that are person (i.e., not
marriage)-specific. 1 do hope you reconsider the decision to drop that question;
especially since the cost of including it seems so, very low.

Best,

Jenny

Jenny Trinitapoli

Assistant Professor of Sociology, Demography, and Religious Studies

Penn State University

jennytrini@psu.edu



mailto:jat28@psu.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov

mailto:jennytrini@psu.edu




From: Rasul, Imran

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: census changes

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:12:58 PM
Dear Sir/Madam,

[ am writing about the proposed changes to the census - to no longer ask for the
“number of times married”. | wanted to express my concern at this change that would
damage the type of research conducted by economists such as myself, as well as
demographers.

[ do hope you are able to reconsider this decision,
With best regards,

Imran Rasul.

Professor of Economics, University College London
ESRC Centre for the Microeconomic Analysis of Public Policy (CPP), Institute for Fiscal Studies

http://www.homepages.ucl.ac.uk/~uctpimr,

Fiscal Stuches
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From: Emily Berkeley

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: change in census
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:50:35 AM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| saw in the federal register that the "number of times married" question was going to be removed from the ASC.
Some things, such as removing the word "negro" are obviously needed to respond to changing vocabulary in the
country, however | do not see any current need to remove "number of times married”, as this is still a completely
valid and useful question. | would urge you to reconsider your decision to drop this question. | have used the
census data for many projects, and | know from personal experience, if the data are not collected and not
available, there is no way to get the data back--there is simply no way to fill in those blanks. | realize that the
current budget situation is particularly difficult, but removing just one question from the ACS will have a permanent
and lasting impact on the data available for current and future generations.

Thank you.

Emily Berkeley
Researcher
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From: Mindy Marks

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: changes to the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:48:49 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am an associate professor in the Department of Economics at the University of California - Riverside. |
am writing to request that the Census Bureau retain the "number of times married" question in the
American Community Survey. Change in the family structure of American households are perhaps the
most important demographic change in the Untied States in the past 50 years. Without the ability the
classify households by detailed marital status we lose the ability to understand the cause and
consequences of divorce and remarriage. My research and my teaching (I teach a women's labor and
the economy class to 80 Economics and Women Studies majors each year) would be negatively
impacted if such a change were made. | don't understand the rationale for dropping such as a question
but the benefits of the question far outweigh the costs of asking it.

Sincerely,
Mindy Marks

Associate Professor
University of California - Riverside
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From: Matthew Mulbrandon

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: comment on married question ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:26:29 PM
Hello,

I am writting this to tell you of my disaproval on droping the times married question
in the ACS. Family disolution is a major issue in US sociaty and the ACS is the only
National comparable data source that is trust worthy. We can not understand a
problem without measurement. | know other data sources such as traffic congestion
are being over over buy privet or open source options but this is not one of those
subjects.

Thanks,
Matthew
Matthew Mulbrandon

Partner MRDI
Blog: DesignandGeography.com
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From: lennan77@gmail.com on behalf of Lenna Nepomnyaschy

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: comment on plan to drop ACS marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:00:21 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to provide a comment on the plan to drop the question about the
number of times married from the ACS survey.

I think this is would be very detrimental. Having information about number of
marriages is imperative for understanding marital histories and number of divorces
over the life course.

I urge you to reconsider this proposal.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Lenna Nepomnyaschy, PhD

Lenna Nepomnyaschy
Assistant Professor

lennan@ssw.rutgers.edu

School of Social Work

Rutgers, The State University of NJ
536 George St., room 205

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Phone: 848-932-5370

Institute for Health, Health Care Policy and Aging Research
112 Paterson St., room 430

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Phone: 848-932-5868
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From: Lisa Lines

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: don"t eliminate the "times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:17:17 PM

I'm writing in response to the news that the Census is planning to eliminate the
"number of times married" question from the ACS. | oppose this action and ask that
you keep the question in the survey. The question is valuable to demographers and
researchers and the ACS is the only reliable source for this data.

Sincerely,
Lisa Lines
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From: Logan Yelderman

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: dropping marriage item from ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:46:59 PM

It would be detrimental to research and unwise to drop the “# of times you have been married”
item from the ACS. As this statistic grows, it will have more implications. To not track it would be a
mistake.

Logan Yelderman

Interdisciplinary Social Psychology Doctoral Student
Department of Sociology University of Nevada, Reno
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
MS 300

775-682-7607

lyelderman@unr.edu
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From: Philip Weickert

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: dropping the "number of times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:45:24 PM

Dear Sir,

Please rethink your decision! A tremendous amount of research pertaining to the likelihood
and/or effects of divorce would be compromised. Much would be lost and little or nothing
gained by the move.

Best,
Philip Weickert
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From: Gina Erickson

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: marriage question

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:50:28 AM
Hello Brian,

As a family demographer, | am writing to urge you to keep the "number of times
married” on the American Community Survey. This question is key to my work in
studying homogramy. As our landscape of family relationships changes, ensuring we
have this question on the ACS, one of the premeir demographic surveys in the
country (if not the world), is of utmost importance. Understanding our families and
the the changes in family relationships is increasingly important as more individuals
enter into higher order marriages and as more children are raised in blended and
step families.

Thank you,

Gina Erickson

Gina A. Erickson, Ph.D.

Administrator, Minnesota Census Research Data Center
University of Minnesota

Minnesota Population Center - 50 Willey Hall

225 19th Ave South

Minneapolis, MN 55455

Ph: 612.626.4365

Fax: 612.626.4422
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From: Prashant Bharadwaj

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:36:41 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin

Please maintain the number of times married question in the ACS. In an era of
increasing divorce and cohabitation rates, a deep understanding of social contracts
like marriage will be an increasing necessity. | have some work on marriage laws in
the US, and while | have not directly used the ACS variable, | have certainly
benefited from questions about marriage in the Census.

I hope this variable is not dropped.

Best
Prashant

Prashant Bhradwaj
Asst. Professor of Economics
UC-San Diego

dss.ucsd/edu/~prbharadwaj
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From: Miguel Morin

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:33:36 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

As a researcher who uses national statistics to produce new knowledge, | ask that you reconsider
dropping the marriage question from the American Community Survey. Knowledge of divorces is
important to society and we cannot afford to lose this information.

Best regards,

Miguel Morin
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From: Ted Koebel

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: number of time married Q in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:18:10 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I've been alerted that the Census Bureau plans on dropping the number of times
married question from the American Communities Survey. Although I have not used
this measure directly in my own research, dropping this question will potentially
damage our ability to understand familial patterns and the underlying demographic-
cultural shifts that have important impacts on housing demand and housing
markets. As a researcher and an industry adviser, | would advise against cutting
this question from the ACS.

Regards,

Ted Koebel

C. Theodore Koebel, Ph.D.

Professor, Urban Planning and the Myers-Lawson School of Construction
Senior Associate, Center for Housing Research

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24061

540-231-0412 (office)

540-818-1057 (mobile)
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From: Jordan Rappaport

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: number of time married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:28:47 PM

Dr Harris-Kojetin,

I realize that that the Census Bureau does a heroic job making a number
of great data sets available to researchers and the public at large. |

am writing to give you the feedback that | do very much value the ACS
"number of times married" statistic. In particular, I am planning to use
it to study how women's labor force participation varies across metro
areas. Given the recent sharp declines in labor force participation,
better understanding the causes should help shape public policies that
can blunt this significant drag on U.S. GDP.

Best,

Jordan Rappaport

The views above do not necessarily represent those of
the Kansas City Fed or the Federal Reserve System

Jordan Rappaport

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City

1 Memorial Drive

Kansas City, MO 64198

816.881.2018
www.kansascityfed.org/speechbio/rappaport.cfm
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From: Steve Wien

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:27:43 PM

Hello Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

Is there a rationale for omitting the ACS question on the "number of times
married?" It seems like a valuable piece of information to me.

Thanks.

Steve Wien, M. D.
Overland Park, KS
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From: Yue Qian

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: please consider keeping the question on "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:08:46 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I am a PhD student from the Department of Sociology at the Ohio State University. Today, | am writing
to express my concern toward excluding the question on "number of times married" from the ACS.

My research interest focuses on family demography, in particular on topics relating to marriage
formation and dissolution, and the consequences of changing family structures on individual well-being.
I use ACS data a lot. In particular, the question on "number of times married” allows me to examine
remarriages and serial partnership. Therefore, dropping the question on "number of times married"
from the ACS would significantly constrain researchers' ability to identify marriage order or to investigate
guestions on multiple union transitions.

Therefore, please consider keeping this question. This question is really important to understand U.S.
families, given the fact that high instability and quick transitions characterize American marriage and
families.

Sincerely,

Yue Qian

M.A.

Department of Sociology
The Ohio State University
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From: Katherine McNeill

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: please keep marriage question in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:33:56 AM

| have learned that there are plans to drop the question on "number of times married" from the
American Community Survey. | believe that this would be significantly detrimental to social science
research and would like to comment to recommend against it.

Thank you

Katherine McNeill

Social Science Data Services and Economics Librarian
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
mcneillh@mit.edu | 617-253-0787

Social Science Data Services Guide

Economics Research Guide

Study happier with the MIT Libraries!
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From: Alex Lantsberg

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: please keep the ACS"s marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:51:05 AM

This is a critical piece of information for demographers and social scientists. At a
time when more and more people are vying for the right to marry, the elimination of
this key piece of information will only diminish our ability to understand ourselves. |
strongly urge you to reconsider.

Alex Lantsberg
SF, CA 94124
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From: David Kruse

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: please keep the times married question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:02:36 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,
Please keep the “times married” question.
Sincerely,

David Kruse, AICP

Regional Data Center Director

Alamo Area Council of Governments

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: If you have received this communication in error,
please notify the sender by reply message and then delete this message from your
files. This e-mail transmission and any attached documents may contain confidential
information belonging to the sender, is legally privileged, and intended for use only by
the intended recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or forwarding of this
communication is strictly prohibited. Unauthorized interception of this message may
be in violation of the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. ?2510 et seq.
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From: Jeremy D. Darrington

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: proposed changes to ACS questions
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:20:24 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| recently learned of proposed changes to the ACS questionnaire that would remove the question
about the number of times a respondent has been married. | think this change would be detrimental
to the ACS and our ability to understand key demographic and social changes in the US population.
As a librarian, | regularly work with students and researchers who study the impact of major
demographic and social trends and how public policies and other factors shape and are shaped by
such trends. Losing the ability to construct time series analysis of a key piece of data about marriage
and the family would constitute a major loss to our ability to research and understand this
fundamental institution of society. | hope that this proposed change will be reversed and the
guestion about number of times married will continue to be included in the ACS questionnaire.

Cordially,
Jeremy

Jeremy Darrington
Politics Librarian
Princeton University Library
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From: schneider.cathy@gamail.com on behalf of Cathy Schneider

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: question on number of times married.
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:12:23 PM

Please do not drop the question about the number of times married from the census.
This is critical information about our society. If you found that in areas with
poverty people married more often or in areas where religious values were strong
they married less would that not have an impact on policy. Don't we want to know
about the stability of families? Don't we want to know the reality of families? It is
critical information. How can you stop collecting that data? Are you saying that the
number of times people marry has no impact at all on our society and is completely
unimportant ?

Cathy
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From: Melanie Guldi

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: guestion removal

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:15:43 PM
Hi Brian,

I just read the recent Federal Register report:

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/04/16/2013-08876/submission-for-omb-review-comment-
request

I am writing to comment about the planned removed of the number of times married question. |
strongly discourage this removal. | have been an active researcher in the field of economics for the last
10 years. | study fertility, marriage, and health. Tracking down the marital patterns of individuals in the
U.S. is actually one of the more difficult data tasks due to the hodgepodge of data sets that need to be
accessed in order to cobble together marriage information. Now couldn't be a more important time to
have this information as research increasingly focuses on inequality and what role family relationships
play in the growing income and wealth gap in the U.S. | have used information like this in much of the
work | have done. Without this info, we will face even more severe limitation on what we can know
about marriage and economic outcomes. Please reconsider.

Best,
Melanie Guldi

Melanie Guldi, Ph.D.
University of Central Florida
Department of Economics
4000 Central Florida Blvd.
P.O. Box 161400

Orlando, FL 32816-1400

mguldi@ucf.edu
alternate email: mguldi@yahoo.com

http://web.bus.ucf.edu/faculty/mguldi

TEL: 407-823-6319
FAX: 407-823-3269
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From: Wenona Rymond-Richmond

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: re: changes to ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:35:57 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I recently learn that the ACS is planning to drop the question on
number of times married and | write to express my concern that this
could negatively effect research. | hope that the intended change can
be reversed. Thank you.

All the best,

Dr. Wenona Rymond-Richmond
Assistant Professor

University of Massachusetts-Amherst
Sociology Department



mailto:wenona@soc.umass.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov




From: Patricia_Papernow

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: re: deleting remarriage from the census
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 6:16:52 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

As one of the people who has been writing and thinking about remarried and stepfamily
relationships for over three decades, I am urging you not to drop the question about the
"number of times remarried” question from the census data.

Leading demographers tell us that it is likely that one out of two of us will live in a
stepfamily relationship at some point in our lifetimes. We believe about a third of children
under 18 currently live in a stepfamily. Despite these huge numbers, it is almost impossible for
family scholars and clinicians to determine the number of stepfamilies in the U.S. population.
Given the rising number of cohabiting couples, remarried couples are, in fact, only a proportion
of stepcouples. To eliminate even this data point would be devastating to family scholarship
and to our statistical infrastructure. It would significantly harm the ability of family scholars
to study family structure in the U.S.

These numbers are vitally necessary for our understanding of the special characteristics
of blended families, what makes them work and what makes them vulnerable. They are key to
building a basic understanding of marital stability and instability. The ACS is the only reliable
source available for national divorce statistics. A recent working paper by Sheela Kennedy and
Steven Ruggles, titled "Breaking Up Is Hard to Count" demonstrates that deleting this question
will significantly compromise our understanding of the divorce data. For instance, we will no
longer be able to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced. It will also be

Yours,
Patricia L. Papernow

FPATRICIA L. FPAFERNOW, ED.D.
Psychologist, Clinical Instructor in Psychology, Dept of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School

Author, Surviving and T hriving in Stepfamily Relationships (Routledge, June, 2013),
and Pecoming a \Stcpfamr'/f/ (Tay\or & [Trancis, 199%).
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From: Adam Larson

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: removing number of times married question from the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:51:43 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing in response to the pending changes to the ACS posted here:

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/04/16/2013-08876/submission-for-
omb-review-comment-request

Please do not remove the number of times married question. It provides valuable
information for economists, demographers, and others conducting studies of family
and marriage dynamics in the United States.

Sincerely,
Adam Larson
PhD Candidate

Department of Economics
University of Michigan
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From: Todd Pugatch

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: request to keep "number of times married" question in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:14:10 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

I am a researcher at Oregon State University. | am writing to request that the
American Community Survey keep the question about number of times married in
future iterations of the survey. Such information will be useful for a variety of
important research questions in the future.

Sincerely,
Todd Pugatch
Oregon State University
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From: Nat Malkus

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: retain the number of times married question in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:59:55 AM

Dr. Harris-Koejetin,

I have been informed through connections to IPUMS that the measure of the
number of times married question may be removed from future ACS waves. | believe
this would be an unfortunate decision and result in a loss of important data the ACS
is intended (or should be) to capture. Please reconsider this revision to the ACS.

Thank you,

-Nat Malkus
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From: dnj

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Marriage measurement removal from ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:54:23 PM

Sir,

I know you are busy and so | will make this brief. | wanted to contact you due to
my concern for the planned removal of previous marriage from the ACS. While | am
only a graduate student at this point in my career, | believe the removal of this
variable will have severe negative consequences. This variable has many uses and
allows for great insight in the field of Sociology. Please do not remove it from the
ACS.

Thank you for your time,

Daniel Standridge
Portland State University, Masters Candidate
Graduate Assistant
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From: Nirav Mehta

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: Marriage question

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:14:00 PM
Hello,

I have learned that the "number of times married" question may be dropped from the American Community
Survey. | believe this question provides researchers studying family dynamics with invaluable information about
an important variable on quite a large scale.l urge you to prevent this question from being dropped from the
ACS.

Sincerely,
Nirav Mehta

Nirav Mehta

Assistant Professor _
Department of Economics )
UnlverS|tglof Western Ontario

http://publish.uwo.ca/~nmehta22/
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From: Cornelius Christian

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:34:00 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

Please do not drop the 'number of times married' question from the Census. This is the only reliable
source of data for divorce rates, and it would be a travesty for research if this question were dropped.

Best,
Cornelius

Cornelius Christian

DPhil Economics candidate

Keble College, University of Oxford

Website: https://sites.google.com/site/corneliuseconomics/home
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From: Wright, Gregory C

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Marriage question

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:14:05 PM
Hello:

I urge the Census to keep the "number of times married" question in the ACS.
Best regards,
Greg Wright

Asst. Prof., Economics
University of Essex
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From: Will Meland

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marriage statistic
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:15:10 PM

Hi. 1 am writing to support prof.Steven ruggles in his effort to lobby Census Bureau to keep the
marriage survey gquestion intact.

I also used the marriage question in my research. This is an important asset to people who study
sociology, economics, etc. Marriage is an important variable when designing public policies as well. It is
not an invasive question - marriages are publicly known and furthermore, the census is anonymous.
Without the marriage question, we won't know how our population responds differently to events based
on marriage. At this important time for marriage equality, the debates about the effects of marriage
shouldn't be deprived of this data set .

Thanks for your time,
Will Meland
Minneapolis, MN
Sent from my iPad
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From: melanie.wright.fox@gmail.com on behalf of Melanie Wright Fox

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of Marriages Question in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:25:56 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin:

| have heard that the ACS is plannina to drop the auestion about number of past
marriaaes, and | would respectfully like to ask vou to reconsider. As a demoarapher
studyina the impact of family chanae, such a variable is important for lookinag at
relationship stability. Research has suaaested that chanaes in family structure can
have neaative mental health and health impact on adults and behavioral impact on
children, amona other possible neaative outcomes. Since families with manv changes
can be amona the most difficult to track in lonaitudinal surveys and aroups with
certain demoaraphics are freauently underrepresented, national data are critical to
our understandina of the prevalence and depth of these trends nationally and among
subaroups of all types. | hope vou will reconsider droppina this measure for its
importance to researchers, like me, trvinag to learn more about families today and the
impact of family structure for generations to come.

Thank you,
Melanie Wright Fox
Princeton University

Office of Population Research
PhD Student in Sociology and Social Policy
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From: Katie Reck

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of Marriages Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:16:33 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

Recently | was made aware of the change in the Census Bureau American Community Survey to
drop the “number of times married” question. As a professional in the field of relationship
education and remarriage and stepfamilies studies | urge you to reconsider this change. Historically
the American Community Survey has been one of the most reliable resources for remarriage data in
the U.S. This is in-part due to the presence of this question. We know from a vast amount of
literature that first marriage families and remarriage families are qualitatively different from one
another and without this type of information scholars and educators such as myself will have a more
difficult time teasing out the unique effects on both of these populations.

| therefore URGE you to reconsider this change in the American Community Survey.
Sincerely
Katie Reck

Ph.D Candidate
Utah State University
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From: Seth Wigderson

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: Number of Time Married

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:39:43 PM
Dear OMB

I oppose dropping the "number of times married" from the American Community
Survey. This question provides valuable information on a changing American
institution. Dropping it will seriously harm many important research efforts.

Sincerely,
Seth Wigderson, Ph.D.

Professor of History
University of Maine at Augusta
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From: Rebecca Hurst

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of Times Married Variable - US Census
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:54:15 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing in regards to the proposal to remove the number of times married
variable from the US Census. As research assistants who study families, my
colleagues and | from the BYU Department of Economics ask that the number of
times married variable is not removed, as it is important in understanding the
changing dynamic of marriage and families in our nation. Thank you for your time.

Regards,

Rebecca Hurst
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From: Scott Ketring

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of Times Married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 6:26:55 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin

| was recently made aware that the Census Bureau is planning on dropping the question concerning
the “number of times married.”

For those of us who research and attempt to understand “blended families,” this is a devastating
decision. This is the only reliable source for national divorce statistics. The divorce data will be
horrible compromised with this decision.

Please hear my voice as one of many who believe that this decision is short sighted and negatively
impactful.

Scott A. Ketring, Ph.D.
Auburn University
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From: Catherine Maclean

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of marriages question in the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:13:49 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to request that the number of marriages question be retained in the ACS. Surveys such
as the ACS, which | use in a number of my projects, are important for understanding the impact of
public policies on social outcomes, poverty and family well-being, residential patterns, determinants
of labor market outcomes, demographic trends, etc. Good data is necessary for good science.
Without good science, we cannot make informed policy decisions. | hope that you will be able to
retain this question.

Thank you very much,
Catherine

J. Catherine Maclean, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Department of Medical Ethics and Health Policy

Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania

The Scattergood Foundation (http://www.scattergoodfoundation.org/)
1316 Blockley Hall

423 Guardian Drive

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Telephone: 215-746-8682

Email: macleanc@upenn.edu
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From: Ryan Brendle

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of times Married and ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:26:07 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kajjetin,

Please do not remove the number of times married question from the ACS. It is a key demographic
variable used to study divorce rates. Thanks.

Ryan Brendle
Economist
(303) 866-4105

Colorado Legislative Council
200 East Colfax Ave #029

Denver, CO 80203
Ryan.Brendle@state.co.us
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From: Bryce Kanago

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of times Married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:58:07 PM

Please do not drop the number of times married question from the ACS
guestionnaire.

Dropping the question will seriously undermine efforts to understand the
consequences of marital instability and divorce.

Thanks,

Bryce Kanago

Bryce Kanago

Associate Professor of Economics
University of Northern lowa
319-273-2951

http://business.uni.edu/kanago/
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From: Ozlem Altiok

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of times married Q
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:39:12 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I heard from a colleague, and then checked the Federal register to confirm, that he
Census Bureau was planning to remove the question re: how many times a person
has been married from the ACS. As someone who is not trained as a demographer,

but who has recently developed an academic interest in demographic surveys | thikn
this would be a major loss.

Please do not remove this question from ACS.
Thank you,

ozlem

Ozlem Altiok

Ph.D. Candidate

Departments of Sociology, and
Community and Environmental Sociology
University of Wisconsin- Madison
Email: oaltiok@ssc.wisc.edu




mailto:oaltiok@ssc.wisc.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov




From: Wally Knox

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: ruggles@umn.edu

Subject: Number of times married in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:33:32 PM

Just got the word that you are considering eliminating the "number of
times married" question from future ACSs. Don't. That single piece
of information is necessary for a wide and important variety of issues
of nuptiality, ever-divorced, and other issues of marital instability.

Thanks for your consideration.

Wally Knox (married, one time, never divorced)
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From: Akhil Rao

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Number of times married question in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:47:03 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I recently received a note from the Minnesota Population Center which said that the
times married question is going to be dropped from the ACS. As a user of microdata
for empirical research, | hope that you reconsider and decide to keep the question in

the ACS.

Thank you,
Aknhil
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From: Karen Scott

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Number of times married variable
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:36:09 AM
Hello,

I'm writing in protest of the removal of the question on number of times married. As
a researcher in the field of economics, | find demographic variables such as this one
critical to family research. Please reconsider removing this variable from future data
sets and further limiting the data to which researchers have access.

Thank you,
Karen
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From: Michael Morrison

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 5:02:52 PM

It's ridiculous that you are considering dropping the "number of times married"
guestion from the ACS.

This is an important metric to track.

Why drop this question? Are you succumbing to anti-science GOP members?
Stand up for science!

Sincerely,

Michael Morrison, Ph.D.

President Emeritus
North lowa Area Community College
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From: endoalir@foamplate.net

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:42:57 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:
I noticed in the Federal Register the following statement:
"Finally, the Number of Times Married question will be removed."

I wanted to say that | believe it would be better if this question remained. It would
greatly assist in studies involving marriage and divorce statistics. It would be very
beneficial not to remove this question.

Thanks and have a good day,
Jason Smestad

Software engineer

Billings, MT
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From: Dan Acland

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 5:06:25 PM

Why would you remove a question from the ACS that social scientists find valuable? The argument
that the ACS is overly burdensome to individuals is ludicrous. The value outweighs the cost by
several orders of magnitude. Voters and taxpayers WANT the benefits that come from the kind of
social science research that can be done with the ACS, but they cannot possibly be expected to
understand that when they are filling in the survey. That is why people like you need to safeguard
the public goods that we know society values. Please do the right thing.

Dan Acland.

Asst. Adjunct Professor,
Goldman School of Public Policy,
University of California, Berkeley.
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From: Marcus Gho

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: OMB Control Number: 0607-0810
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:02:23 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,
I wish to submit comments relating to the American Community Survey.

It makes sense to alter the race question from "Black, African Am. or Negro" to remove
"Negro". Too frequently the term 'Negro' is used in a derogatory manner. I feel that using either
“Black” or “African American” would be sufficient, clear, and understood. Either way, this is
not something that I feel all that strongly about and would not object either way.

What I would like to comment on is the question of the number of times married. Please do
not remove such language from the survey. I feel that this is an important question on many
levels. While there is the aspect of social studies whereby such data is useful, I also feel that this
is important for genealogical research. As a genealogist, I use census data to learn about my
ancestors. I anticipate that future generations will search census records as they become available
to learn important information about their ancestors. This single question provides important
information to people who want to know who they came from. There could be times when in
the absence of this question, people will be mistaken as to who they are which could have
substantial effects on developing personal identity.

Please do not remove the question about the number of times married from the survey.

Sincerely,
Marcus Gho
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From: Robin Reilley

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: PLEASE MAINTIAN DATA INTEGRITY
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:39:11 PM
Importance: High

Dear Dr Kojetin,

Please maintain data integrity and DO NOT drop the marriage question from the upcoming ACS
samples. This is important information for those of us studying family demography, nuptiality and
marital instability.

Thank You

Robin Reilley, GISP | Regional Land Use Planner | Regional Planning and Operations
Direct 303-480-6739 | Fax 303-480-6790 | E-mail @rreilley@drcog

~.ga! 7~ | 1290 Broadway, Suite 700
DRG‘{.&G Denver, CO 80203-5606
DFNVER REGIONAL COUNGIL OF GoveRnmenTs | E-Mail dreog@drcog.org
Phone 303-455-1000

We make life better! Web www.drcog.org

 Work | #/ay LO]S)

Help us celebrate why the Denver region is a great place to live, work and

da
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From: Aaron Phipps

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Plan to drop "Number of Times Married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:08:09 PM

I have been told that the ACS is planning to drop the "Number of Times Married"
guestion from their survey. | can't possibly know why this would be necessary or
advisable, but as a demographer for the Utah Governor's Office of Management and
Budget, I have to strongly protest. Understanding this specific part of our
demography is vital to painting a broader picture of the direction of our state's
development. This statistic in particular adds substantial value to many demographic
studies, models, and much of our applied research. Please let me know where else it
is necessary to make my protest known on behalf of state demographers across the
nation.

Thank You,
Aaron Phipps

Utah Governor's Office of Management and Budget
aaronphipps@utah.gov
801-438-1409
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From: Roth . Wendy

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Plan to drop marriage question from the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:24:03 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I have learned of the plan to remove the marriage question from the American Community
Survey. If this is accurate, it would be a huge loss for research on families in the United
States. | do research on multiracial families, and this question is crucial for understanding
how multiracial families form and are structured. I do hope that there will be a consultation
process and that efforts can be made to preserve this question on the ACS.

Thank you very much,
Wendy Roth

* * * Kk %

Wendy D. Roth

Associate Professor of Sociology
University of British Columbia
6303 N.W. Marine Drive
Vancouver, BC Canada V6T 171
phone: 604-822-4845

email: wendy.roth@ubc.ca

Author of "Race Migrations: Latinos and the Cultural Transformation of Race," published by
Stanford University Press

Available at http://www.sup.org/book.cqi?id=16798
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From: mmcarrol@usc.edu on behalf of Megan Carroll

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Please Do Not Drop "Number of Times Married" Question!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:33:41 PM

Hello,

I am writing to request that the ACS does NOT drop the "number of times married"
guestion from their national survey.

I am a PhD candidate in sociology at the University of Southern California, and | study
family change and LGBT families. The challenges of pursuing this field quantitatively
have delayed my degree progress and pushed me towards pursuing more qualitative
research methods. As families continue to change rapidly, the only way researchers can
keep up is through consistent, thorough survey data that isn't bound by the normative
limitations of "family,” such as the question the ACS is considering for removal. Please
do your part to furthering knowledge about family change by keeping the item in the
ACS questionairre.

Thank you,

Megan

Megan Carroll

PhD Candidate

Department of Sociology
University of Southern California

megan.carroll@usc.edu

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 8:25 AM

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
To: Megan <megan.carroll@usc.edu>

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

=

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
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available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Rugales
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota

Copyright © 2011 University of Minnesota, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Minnesota Population Center
225 19th Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Sent to megan.carroll@usc.edu — why did | get this?
unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences

University of Minnesota - 225 19th Avenue South - 50 Willey Hall - Minneapolis, MN 55455
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From: Junia Howell

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please Reconsider ACS Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:13:48 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin:

While | realize balancing all the need and limitations of the ACS is
challenging and complex, I am writing you to ask you to reconsider the
decisions to drop the questions regarding the number of times
individuals have been married. This questions provides invaluable data
on diverse and blending families for social science research--a topic
that has growing importance in United States society.

Thanks for your consideration,

Junia L. Howell

Graduate Student

Department of Sociology, MS 28
Rice University

6100 Main Street

Houston, Texas 77005
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From: Amy Jones

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do NOT drop the "number of times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:18:20 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

As a sociology PhD student at the University of Wisconsin Madison, | would like to
express my desire to KEEP the "number of times married” question on the American
Community Survey. This question provides vital information for sociologists studying
the changing nature of nuptiality and family structure in this country. Please KEEP
the "number of times married" question on the American Community Survey.

Best,
Amy E. Jones

University of Wisconsin-Madison
Sociology PhD Student
(704) 340-1729
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From: Rachel Whaley

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do not drop "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:52:03 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| was alerted to the Census Bureau's plan to drop the question on "number of times married" from the American
Community Survey. As a researcher who uses various forms of census data in my researcher, | urge you to
reconsider. For those studying families, marital instability, family transitions, blended-families, divorce and more -
this is an important question. Further retaining a variable that has been asked previously enables longitudinal
analyses. If the question is dropped, we will no longer be able to examine trends in number of times married
which is important for understand other trends within family demography.

Rachel Whaley

Associate Professor

Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Sociology
Faner Hall - MC 4524
Southern lllinois University
Carbondale, IL 62901
618-453-7631

fax 618-453-8926
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From: Liying Luo

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do not drop the "number of times married" question from the American Communicty Survey!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 8:48:01 AM

Dear Harris-Kojetin,

I am a Ph.D. student at the University of Minnesota, and am writing to express my
serious concerns about the Census Bureau’s proposal to drop the question on "number
of times married" from the American Community Survey. For researchers including
myself who study family and marriage, this change would be a major loss. The times
married question is not only vital for understanding blended families, but is also
necessary for basic scientific studies of nuptiality and marital instability. Without the
number of times married, however, these data will be compromised; for example, will
be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to estimate the percentage
of people who have ever divorced.

Thank you!

Sincerely,
Liying Luo

Liying Luo

M.S. Biostatistics

Ph.D. Candidate, Sociology
University of Minnesota



mailto:luoxx054@umn.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov




From: Seher Ahmad

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Please do not drop the marriage question from ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:52:36 AM

Hi,

my name is Seher and | am a doctoral student at University of Pennsylvania. I am
interested in studying how marriage and family outcomes influence women's career
outcomes.

ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics.
Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data will be badly
compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first
marriages, or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced

Please do not drop the question.

Best,
Seher
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From: Daniel Paredes

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do not drop the marriage question in the American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 6:27:29 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

It has come to my attention that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of
times married" from the American Community Survey. Please do not remove the question on
"number of times married" from the American Community Survey. This information is important for
researchers who are answering questions about the relationship between marriage and socio-
economic status. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended families, it
is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working paper by
Sheela Kennedy and Steven Ruggles demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce
data will be badly compromised. It will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or
to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced. These are important things to know
for social policies aimed at supporting working families.

Thank you and have a great day.

laane

A MEW ECONOMY FOR ALL

Daniel Paredes
Research & Policy Analyst

dparedes@laane.or
213.977.9400 ext. 137
323.377.8661
213.977.9666
464 Lucas Ave. Suite 202
Los Angeles, CA 90017

www.laane.org
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From: James

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do not drop the marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:13:45 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing because | feel strongly that the "number of times married" question in the American Community
Survey is of great importance to economic research as well as to studies on marriage and family life in the United
States. At a time when the very meaning of the word "family" is at the center of national attention, it seems very
strange to drop a key question such as this from the survey. | understand that budgetary concerns make it
essential to streamline surveying processes in any way possible and that it may be necessary to cut some
guestions from the survey; however, | feel that if any question should remain on the ACS, itis this. It is my hope
that the Census Bureau will reconsider the omission of this important question from the ACS.

Sincerely,

James K. Meservy
775.303.6256
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From: Jill Strube

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do not remove "number of times married" from Census
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:51:20 PM

Important statistical information is often only reliably collected through the Census. This is one
of the questions that helps our nation understand complex social issues. Please do not remove it.

Please send me something that will help me understand what other changes are proposed.
Thank you very much,

Jill Strube, PhD
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From: Heidy Col6n-Lugo

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please do not remove the marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:07:06 PM

As a demographer and ACS user | urge you not to remove the marriage question.
The ACS is currently the only official and nationally representative survey for the US
for which reason we should be adding questions instead of removing them.

Thank you for your attention
Heidy Colén-Lugo
http://about. me/heidy.colon/
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From: Schramm. David G.

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Please do not remove the question related to times married from the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:24:41 PM

Brian,

| am writing as a family scholar who focuses on remarriage and stepfamilies to please keep the item
in the American Community Survey that asks “number of times married”. This question is vital for
understanding stepfamilies and basic marital instability. ACS is THE only reliable source currently
available for national divorce stats. Without this item, the data will be compromised.

Many thanks,

David Schramm, Ph.D., CFLE

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Human Development
and Family Studies

State Extension Specialist

University of Missouri

306 Gentry Hall

Columbia, MO 65211-7700

573-884-1995

573-884-5550 fax

schrammdg@missouri.edu
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From: Roberta Gold

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please don"t drop marital history question from census
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:04:42 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I'm dismayed to learn that the Census Bureau plans to drop the "times
married" question from the census. The data generated by such questions
are vital to demographers, historians and others who study changes and
continuities in American family patterns. What possible public purpose
can be served by hindering their research?

Please rescind this ill-considered change to the census survey.
Thank you for your consideration,
Roberta Gold

History and American Studies
Fordham College at Rose Hill
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From: Sugiyama, Alexandre B - (sugiyama

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Cc: ruggles@umn.edu

Subject: Please don"t drop times married in ACS survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 5:00:48 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

| teach at the University of Arizona where | teach my economics undergraduate students how to
analyze large public datasets. We use the IPUMS website to access Census Bureau data every
semester (as well as other public surveys). | have recently received an email Steven Ruggles about
the possibility that the ACS survey is planning to drop a question asking respondents the number of
times they have been married and you were listed as a contact person.

| would strongly urge this question not be dropped from the ACS. | believe this question is a
fundamental question that needs to be continued in order for researchers and public policy makers
to understand the changing nature of American society. | have three main reasons for you.

First, marriage rates, divorce rates, and remarriage rates have significant economic impacts. The
more we know how the marriages work (and don’t work) the better.

Secondly, one of the aspects that | like about the ACS study is that it is large enough that it allows
for the study of smaller demographic groups. For example, the sample is large enough to have large
numbers relatively rare combinations of racial and ethnic participants. Thus the value of a question
like remarriage becomes more valuable.

Lastly, as my students look at many public data sets that are sponsored by different federal agencies,
like the national health surveys or national education surveys, | have become familiar with what
guestions are typically asked in a broad category of areas. The remarriage question, to my
recollection, never appears. This makes the loss of this variable more important as it is so
uncommon.

Please consider this email as part of the public comment on this issue.

Thank you for your time,

Alex Sugiyama

Alexandre Borges Sugiyama, PhD
Lecturer, Department of Economics
Eller College of Management
McClelland Hall, Room 432
University of Arizona

Email: sugiyama@eller.arizona.edu
Phone: 520.621.4831
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From: Tavrow, Paula

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Please don"t remove "times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:23:47 PM
Hi,

As a researcher and faculty member at UCLA, | find that census information is very useful for
research and teaching purposes. | don’t think that there is anything to be gained by dropping a
guestion on times married, and much to be lost to future researchers who are interested in
changing demographic trends. Please reconsider your decision to drop this data collection.

Best wishes,

Paula Tavrow, PhD

Director, Bixby Program in Population and Reproductive Health
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Community Health Sciences.

UCLA
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From: Brian Higginbotham

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please keep "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:55:52 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| understand that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times married"
from the American Community Survey. | would respectfully ask this NOT be allowed to happen. The
ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics and “number of
times married” is a critical question for those of us who study divorce, remarriage, and the impact
on children.

Thank you for your consideration,
Brian
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From: Ruby Nguyen

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please keep marriage question on ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:57:54 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

Please consider keeping the question about number of times married on
the ACS. Our work on family stability is reliant upon this type of data.

Sincerely yours,
Ruby Nguyen

Ruby H.N. Nguyen, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor

Division of Epidemiology & Community Health
1300 S. 2nd
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From: Kristin F Butcher

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Please keep the "number of times married" question on the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:51:20 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

I am writing to ask that the American Communities Survey retain the question about
"number of times married.” | am sure you will hear from many researchers for
whom the information on number of times married is critical to their work. 1 also
think that the ACS provides critical information on marital formation and stability
that is not replicated elsewhere.

In addition to those researchers who use this information to provide critical, policy
relevant, analyses related to marital stability, | wanted to let you know about
another group that uses this information: undergraduate researchers. | teach an
undergraduate econometrics class that requires students to write an empirical
research paper. Every year, a core group of students is interested in questions
about marital formation and dissolution. While these are learning experiences that
do not necessarily immediately provide policy actionable research results, it is critical
that educators have access to data on issues that deeply move our students.
Questions about how education relates to marriage and divorce probabilities, how
"no-fault" divorce policies relate to marital outcomes, are questions that are salient
for the undergraduate population and motivates students to pursue empirical skills in
ways that (perhaps sadly) questions about unemployment do not.

From both the research and pedagogical perspectives, | urge you to retain the
information on "times married" in the ACS.

Sincerely,

Kristin F. Butcher

Marshall 1. Goldman Professor of Economics
Department of Economics

Wellesley College

106 Central Street

Wellesley, MA 02481

Office Phone: 781-283-2179

Fax: 781-283-2177
kbutcher@wellesley.edu
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From: Jacob Olson

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please keep the question on "number of times married" in the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:08:33 PM

The question is key to a number of important studies to help us understand modern
families. Without it, we won't be able to understand how marital stability is changing
and new patterns of marriage.

Thank you.
-Jacob Olson
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From: Guillermo Grenier

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please resist dropping "times married question”
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:39:55 AM

It is an important data point to measure not only family dynamics (blended marriages among
immigrant populations/marital stability, etc.) but also social, occupational and geographic mobility.

Take care,
Guillermo

Guillermo J. Grenier

Professor and Graduate Program Director
Department of Global and Sociocultural Studies
School of International and Public Affairs
Florida International University

(305) 348-3217
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From: Ron Hammond

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Please support the Family Studies research field
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 5:35:02 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin, new of the ACS intentions to remove the number of times married from the
annual survey would do irreparable harm to those of us who depend heavily on this information for
our research and teaching. Please reconsider leaving the questions as is

Thank you very much

Ron
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From: Joe Pittman

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:22:56 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin, As a scholar of the family and the Head of a Department of Human Development
and Family Studies in which a number of faculty study the role of family structure on the processes
and outcomes of social development for individual family members as well as the families
themselves, | strongly encourage you not to exclude from the next wave of the American
Community Survey the very important information about the number of times participants have
been married. This information is critical to many research questions and cannot be obtained any
other way. It is so important for social science to understand the amount and role of family diversity
and the loss of this information to social and family researchers would be damaging. A more
detailed record of participants’ marital history would be even more valuable, but at a minimum it is
important to record the number of marriages participants have had. As you know, the American
Community Survey is considered by many to be the most reliable current source of national divorce
statistics. Without numbers of marriage, the quality of this data source will be compromised.

S s
Joe F. Pittman, Ph.D.

Professor and Head

Human Development and Family Studies
203 Spidle Hall

Auburn University

Auburn AL 36849

T: 334-844-4151

F: 334-844-4515

pittmjf@auburn.edu

++H++++
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From: Sonia Jaffe

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: American Community Survey

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:51:25 AM
Hello,

I wanted to let you know that | believe the "number of times married" question on
the ACS is important for tracking trends in marriage and divorce and should not be
removed.

thanks,
Sonia

Sonia Jaffe

Pre-doctoral Scholar at the Becker Friedman Institute
Harvard Economics Graduate Student

617-331-3232

www.soniajaffe.com
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From: Mekeila Cook

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: American Community Survey-Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:51:58 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I would like to extend my support for the proposed ACS questionnaire changes to
drop the term "Negro” from the response category.

However, | would like to urge the Census Bureau to retain the "number of times
married"question. Having conducted reproductive health research on large
population samples, | cannot over-state how vital this question is in understanding
family structure and family planning. Please reconsider the proposal to remove this
guestion from the ACS questionnaire.

Regards,

Mekeila Cook, MS

Doctoral Candidate

Community Health Sciences

School of Public Health

University of California- Los Angeles
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From: Hall, Sarah

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 9:49:29 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

It has recently come to my attention that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the
guestion "number of times married" from the American Community Survey. For
those of us in the academic/research community, this would be a terrible loss.
Family demographics research is not the only area which looks at these types of
family indicators as factors of analysis. Having available data such as these is crucial
for informing research that impacts public policy as well. We need to bolster our
statistical infrastructure, not diminish it. Please take this into consideration and keep
this question in the survey. | would be happy to discuss this matter further if it
would be at all helpful.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely

Sarah Hall
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From: Jacob Lupfer

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: Census question

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:46:23 PM
Brian,

You never know if these hysterical things you read on Facebook are true or not....

But | just saw a notice about possibly removing a survey question about the
respondent's number of times married from the Census Bureau's American
Community Survey.

Most of the research | conduct as a political scientist deals with marriage and family
life in America and how it is related to both religion and politics.

Losing demographic data like this would be a blow to my research, as well as that of
many of my colleagues. The ACS is currently the best (and, significantly, the only)
source with reliable data on the number of times Americans have been married.

Much of what we know about blended families and divorce in this country arises, in
part, from this valuable survey item.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jacob Lupfer
Georgetown University
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From: Tina Fetner

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Changes to ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:35:00 PM

Mr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to contribute my perspective to the discussion on the proposed changes
to the American Community Survey. As a sociologist, | am very concerned that the
integrity of our knowledge about the social world is being threatened. By removing
key questions on the survey, such as number of times married, we choose the path
of ignorance to one of reliable knowledge grounded in good empirical evidence.The
work that social scientists do using this survey increases our knowledge about the
social world, informs policy discussions, and gives us the best sense of who
Americans are and how they are changing as a group over time.

Please do not undermine social science. Do not remove questions from the ACS.

Sincerely,
Dr. Tina Fetner

Tina Fetner

Associate Professor and Graduate Chair
Sociology Department, KTH-636
McMaster University

1280 Main Street West

Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4M4 Canada
phone: 905.525.9140 x23623

fax: 905.522.2642
tina.fetner@mcmaster.ca

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication, or any of its contents,
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this communication to the sender and delete the
original message and any copy of it from your computer system.
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From: Erantz, Joseph

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Comment Regarding American Communities Survey Proposed Change
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:19:08 PM

Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image004.png

Mr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to express my belief that the question of “How Many Times Married?” stay an item on
the American Communities Survey. This is a useful question for demographers and ought to stay on
the survey.

Best regards,
Joseph Frantz

Joseph Frantz

Research Assistant

The Conference Board
845 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Tel: +1 212 339 0321
www.conferenceboard.or

Connect with us:

fRinfv i
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From: Wendy Wang

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Comment about dropping one ACS question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:02:04 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to express my concern of Census’s proposed decision of dropping the “number
of times married” question from the ACS. As a family demographer who uses ACS and
Census data on a regular basis, this question is very important to me and the work | do at the
Pew Research Center. Last year we released a report on intermarriage
(http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/02/16/the-rise-of-intermarriage). In this report, 1 used
this question to measure whether the newlywed were married for the first time or one of the
spouses had married before. This report received enormous amount of media attention, and
many journalists were interested in the fact that even though labeled as “newlyweds,” 42% of
newly married couples in 2008-2010 have been married before.

I hope that the Census Bureau can reconsider their decision of dropping this question.
Thank you very much,
Wendy

Wendy R. Wang, Ph.D.
Research Associate

Pew Research Center

1615 L Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036-5610

www.pewresearch.org
P. 202.419.4427
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From: Jennifer Bendewald

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Comment on OMB Control Number: 0607-0810
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:44:52 PM

Hello,

I would like to comment on the proposed change to the ACS dropping the question
of number of times married. | have seen some really interesting work using this
variable, which isn't available in other data sources, so | would be very sorry to see
it dropped. Trends in marriage have been changing so quickly in the past few
decades that it would be a shame to lose this information. | understand you're
weighing the costs and benefits of including each question, and I'm not sure of the
reasoning behind this proposal. | just wanted to throw my two cents in.

Thank you,

Jennifer Bendewald

MPP Candidate

Humphrey School of Public Affairs
University of Minnesota- Twin Cities
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From: Amdahl, Kristin

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Comment regarding proposed change to ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:32:38 PM

Hello Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

As an economist who frequently employs demographic data in my forecasting analyses, | am
concerned about the pending plan to drop the “number of times married” from the American
Community Survey. This information is vitally important for many of us, and | urge you to reconsider
removing this survey question. Thank you.

Best regards,

Kristi Amdahl
Revenue Analyst
Office of the Governor

Budget & Program Planning
(406) 444-1338
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From: MICHAEL J POTEPAN

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Cc: ruggles@umn.edu

Subject: Comment: ACS to Drop Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:46:58 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojeten -

I am writing in response to the e-mail below from Dr. Steven Ruggles at the Minnesota Population Center.
As a university professor and researcher who uses ACS data every day in my work, | urge you strongly to
use your influence allow the number of times married question to remain in the survey. | teach a research
methods course for senior undergraduates here at SF State, and in the class | have my students formulate
their own research hypothesis and use the ACS data to test it. The availability of such data is a tremendous
learning resource for these budding researchers. Each semester, four or five students will inevitably choose
a topic where divorce plays a central role, and in almost every case, the number of times married variable is
critical to the empirical test of their hypothesis. This may be just a small measure of how important allowing
this question to remain in the survey is to the research community, but | hope it gives you some sense of
the far-ranging effects a decision like this can have. Thank you so much for listening to my comment.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Potepan Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Economics
San Francisco State University
415.338.2833

From: IPUMS Project [ipums=umn.edu@mail140.wdc02.mcdlv.net] on behalf of IPUMS Project
[ipums@umn.edu]

Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 8:31 AM

To: MICHAEL J POTEPAN

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.
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Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota
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From: Joanna Pepin

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Comments on changes to American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:58:01 AM

Good afternoon. | am writing to comment on the proposed changes to the ACS. Of
particular concern is the plan to drop the question on the "number of time married".
I am a sociologist who primarily studies romantic relationships and this question
provides critical information regarding marriage and divorce. The ACS is one of the
only sources of national data on marriages and divorces and the question of number
of times married provides insight into the stability of marital relationships.
Researchers have show that there are significant differences in the quality and
longevity of marital relationships in regards to mental and physical health and child
well-being. On a more basic level, it would no longer be possible to estimate
divorce rate.

Thank you for your time in considering this feedback.

Best,
Joanna

Joanna Pepin, M.S.
PhD Student- Sociology
University of Maryland

jpepin@umd.edu
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From: Kelvin Wong

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Comments on dropping number of times married from ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:41:06 AM

Hello - I was just informed by the Minnesota Population Center that the
Census Bureau is planning on dropping the "number of times married"
question. As a graduate student in Economics who is focusing his
research on family formation, and more specifically marriage and
divorce, this would be a huge loss of statistical information. I'm

hoping that the Bureau would reconsider, as the question is extremely
valuable to researchers like myself. Thank you for your time!

Kelvin, like the temperature

Kelvin Wong

University of Minnesota
Department of Economics
Hanson 3-105
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From: marianahorta0@gmail.com on behalf of Mariana Horta

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Comments regarding the Census Bureau"s proposal to drop the number of times married question from the
American Community Survey

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:56:10 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| study family demography and am alarmed by the news that the census is planning to drop the question on
"number of times married" from the American Community Survey.

Historically, marriage and divorce data were collected through the vital statistics system but this practice was
discontinued in 1996. With the addition of the marital events question to the ACS in 2008, this survey became
essential to the measurement and understanding of changes in the American family. While the addition of these
questions to the ACS was linked to the Health Marriages Initiative, these questions have supported estimates that
are of import to scientists and policy-makers working outside the narrow scope of this initiative to better
understand recent changes in American families. The ACS question about number of times married is used, for
example, to assist in the estimation of the prevalence of divorce among American adults, the number of American
children living in blended families, and the construction of first marriage life tables.

Thus, | write to request that the census bureau engages demographers in a dialogue about this proposed change
to the ACS questionnaire. Representatives of the Population Association of America and the Association of
Population Centers should be engaged to ensure that the question is not dropped before a comparable
alternative source of marriage and divorce data is identified. Currently, the ACS is considered the only reliable
source for state and national divorce statistics.

Thank you,
Mariana Campos Horta

Graduate Student in Sociology
Office of Population Research, Princeton University
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From: peter.m.rich@gmail.com on behalf of Peter Rich

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Concern re: ACS change
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:17:36 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I am a doctoral student in Sociology and an active user of data from the American
Community Survey to study social processes related to marriage, divorce,
cohabitation and race.

The Minnesota Population Center has alerted me that a proposed change to the
ACS--eliminating the "Number of times married" question--is mentioned in the
Federal Register. This change would be a major problem for research and would
harm our nation's statistical infrastructure. We rely on this question to understand
marital history in the population. By dropping this question, we lose the opportunity
to deduce frequency of remarriage by age and cohort across multiple data collection
points. We also lose important information that we might ‘control’ for when
analyzing other important aspects of family life, such as fertility or income.

Please do not remove this question from the ACS.

Thank you,

Peter Rich

NYU Sociology
Doctoral Candidate
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From: Qian. Zhenchao

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: DO NOT DROP "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:03:44 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I’'m writing this email concerning the Census Bureau’s plan to drop the question on “number of
times married” from the American Community Survey. | have just prepared a report on divergent
paths of American families for the US 2010 Census Project, sponsored by Russell Sage Foundation. |
have used “number of times married” to demonstrate that marriages in America have become more
transitory, i.e., more are remarried and even more are in higher order marriages compared with the
census data in 1980, the last census the information was available. My data also suggest that
children vary in socioeconomic access by marital order — an important dimension of social and
economic inequality in America, net of all other factors. ACS is the only large-scaled survey that
includes the information on “number of times married”. We would lose this important information
if this question is dropped.

Please do not drop “number of times married.” Thank you for your consideration.

Zhenchao

Zhenchao Qjan

Professor and Chair of Sociology

Ohio State University

238 Townshend Hall

1885 Neil Avenue Mall

Columbus OH 43210-1222

(614) 292-5452
http://www.sociology.ohio-state.edu/zcq/
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From: Eossett, Mark

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Deletion of item from ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:28:17 PM

My apologies for resending. | omitted a subject when 1 first sent this message. Sometimes spam filters
will drop such messages so | am resending with the subject line filled in.

From: Fossett, Mark

Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 14:26
To: bharrisk@omb.eop.gov
Subject:

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

It has come to my attention that the "number of times married" question is under consideration for
deletion from the ACS. | am writing to offer my professional opinion that this would be a significant
loss. Multiple marriages are common and moreso now than ever. Demographers and family
researchers rely on this variable in the ACS for many descriptive and analytic studies that otherwise
would not be possible. Please bear this important point in mind when weighing the pros and cons of
this decision. Thank you for considering my opinion.

Sincerely,

Mark Fossett

*hkkkhkhkhkkkhkkikk

Mark Fossett

Director, Texas Census Research Data Center
Professor, Department of Sociology

311 Academic Building

Texas A&M University

College Station, Texas 77843-4351
m-fossett@tamu.edu
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From: Mark Sandler

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Deletion of number of times married from the American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:55:54 AM

Sir,

As a frequent user of ACS data on marriage, | respectfully submit that the loss of number of times
married data will be detrimental to the ability to assess household stability. While we can use number
of moves/school moves, multiple marriages are particularly valuable as it relates to outcomes and
impacts for children.

Please consider not removing this question from the ACS dataset.

Cordially,

MNark

Mark H. Sandler

Vice President Sales / Client Services
SRA Research Group Inc

140 Intracoastal Pointe Drive, Suite 212
Jupiter, FL 33477-5064

p. 561-744-5662 ext. 106

f. 561-575-7396

c. 772-341-5252
msandler@sra-researchgroup.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/marksandler
Www.sra-researchgroup.com
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From: Hani Mansour

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Do NOT drop marriage question from the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:05:07 PM

Dear Professor Ruggles,

I am writing to protest the decision to remove the "number of times married”
guestion from the ACS. As an economist whose research focuses on family issues,
this question is very valuable in many contexts. The ACS is the ONLY recent reliable
source that allows researchers to understand trends in first marriages and divorce.

I hope you will reconsider.

Hani Mansour

Hani Mansour, PhD

Assistant Professor
Department of Economics
University of Colorado Denver
Phone: 303-315-2031

Fax: 303-315-2048

http://www.econ.ucdenver.edu/mansour/
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From: Grace Tsiang

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: Derek Neal; Gary S. Becker; James Heckman; Alessandra Voena
Subject: Do NoT Drop

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:13:08 PM

OMB

Dear Mr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,
I am writing in reaction to the news that the Census is dropping the question of the number of times
married from the list of survey questionnaire.

Please do not drop the question of number of times married!!

This is a critical question needed to study the shifting state of marriage in the USA and challenges that
it poses for men, women, and CHILDREN. Research can inform and enlighten social policy to support
our nation's long run health, but not if we behave like ostriches and ignore the big changes in marital
patterns and family formation.

I hope colleagues who rely on the Census for their research will also voice their dismay at this proposed
cut.

Grace Tsiang

Sr Lecturer,

Co-Director, College Economics
Dept of Economics and the College
University of Chicago
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From: Michael Heinrich

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Do not drop the question on "number of times married" from the American Community Survey.
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:36:05 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to ask the Census Bureau NOT to drop the question on "number of times married" from
the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this change would
be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended families, it is
also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability.

Thank you,
Michael J Heinrich
Tech Admin

Memphis Center for Independent Living
1633 Madison Ave

Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 726-6404 Voice

(901) 726-6521 Fax

heinrich@mcil.org
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From: Winters, Dennis K - DWD

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Do not drop time married data

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:09:39 PM

Attachments: Dennis Winters (Dennis.Winters@dwd.wisconsin.gov).vcf

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

Please don't drop times married data series from IPUMS. It is used in a host of analyses and it is
becoming increasing important as a factor in address the education and skills gap in America’s
workforce.

Thank you.

Dennis Winters

Chief

Office of Economic Advisors

Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development
Dennis.Winters@dwd.wisconsin.gov

608-267-3262

http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/oea/#oea _home

https://jobcenterofwisconsin.com
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From: Roderick Klinger
To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Don"t drop the "number of times married" question from the American Community Survey!

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:02:42 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I heard today that you plan to drop the question about "number of times married"”
from the American Community Survey. To do so would be a great loss for those
who study family demography. The ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for divorce statistics, and it helps researchers to understand marital
stability and family dynamics.

This is a turbulent time for American society, and understanding how our changing
culture affects marriage and family behavior is critical to being able to support our
nation's growing and changing population.

Please don't remove the "number of times married" question from the ACS.
Best regards,

-rod klinger
hopkinton, ma, usa
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From: Daniel Marcin

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Don"t drop the marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 9:41:59 PM

I'm sure you're busy, so, please don't drop the marriage question. Have
a good day!
Dan

Daniel Marcin

PhD Candidate, Economics
University of Michigan
www.umich.edu/~dmarcin

W13 Office Hours:
M 10-11, W 1-2:30, F 12-2, all in Lorch 103
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From: Jayanti J. Owens

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Dr. Harris-Kojetin: Please do not eliminate the "# times married" question in the ACS!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:17:59 PM

Importance: High

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:
Please do not eliminate the "# times married" question in the ACS!

The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic
studies of nuptiality and marital instability. The ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national
divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, the divorce data will be badly compromised; for example,
it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to estimate the percentage of people who have
ever divorced.

Many thanks,
Jayanti Owens
Princeton University
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From: Tristan Vincent

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Dropping Marriage Statistics
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:22:24 PM

I understand that you are planning on dropping the survey questions "number of
times married.” All data is valid, and this in particular is of substantial use to
researchers who study family dynamics, racial integration etc. It would be a shame
to see this information not be harvested.

Sincerely,

Tristan Vincent
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From: Carole Shammas

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Dropping of times married question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:26:17 PM

I am writing in reference to the planned dropping of the question on times married. For those of us
who study the family and demography the loss of this question will present real problems in charting
changes in nuptiality, a process that underwent dramatic change during the 20th c. and seemingly has
continued to be of intense interest up to the present.

Carole Shammas

John R. Hubbard Chair Emerita
Dept of History

University of Southern California
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From: Katrina McDonald

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Elimination of "Number of Times Married"From ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:28:32 PM

Dear Mr. Harris-Kojetin,

As a family sociologist, | am concerned about the proposed elimination of the “number of times
married” item from the ACS. In a nutshell, knowing this information is vital to our understanding of
modern marriage, since so many people do remarry. Please reconsider.

Sincerely,
Prof. Katrina Bell McDonald

Katrina Bell McDonald, Ph.D
Associate Professor of Sociology
The Johns Hopkins University
540 Mergenthaler Hall

3400 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218
410-516-7624

410-516-7590 (fax)
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From: Emily Stambaugh

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: FW: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:58:00 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

Please don't drop the “number of times married” or any other demographic data from the American Community Survey
that pertains to family structures. It is very important that researchers be able to study changes in family structures in
the U.S., including marriage and divorce rates. As | understand it, the ACS is the only long-standing, reliable resource
available for researchers for that information, and there is a proposal to drop that information from the survey. Please
continue to collect that data.

Sincerely,

Emily

Emily Stambaugh

Shared Print Manager
California Digital Library

UC Office of the President
300 Lakeside Dr., #709
Oakland, CA 94612

(510) 987-9673 office

(951) 660-5392 cell (Fridays)
(510) 430-1006 home (Fridays

From: gils-all-request@ucdavis.edu [mailto:gils-all-request@ucdavis.edu] On Behalf Of Juri Stratford
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 9:20 AM

To: gils-all

Subject: FYI: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

FYI

From: "IPUMS Project" <ipums@umn.edu>

To: "Juri” <jtstratford@ucdavis.edu>

Sent: Monday, May 6, 2013 8:25:03 AM

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS
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Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Federal Regqister in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at

bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota

Copyright © 2011 University of Minnesota, All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:

Minnesota Population Center

225 19th Ave South

Minneapolis, MN 55455
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Davis, California 95616-5292

e-mail: jtstratford@ucdavis.edu
Phone: (530) 752-9783

FAX: (530) 752-3148
S L S
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From: lams. Howard M.

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: FW: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:09:07 PM

Brian—

I think it a loss to eliminate the number of times married from the ACS. Steve Ruggles gives the

academic reasoning on this. A programmatic reason would be that marriage is one of the two
bases for Social Security benefits. As you know, spouse and survivor benefits are awarded to
former spouses of entitled workers. The times married could be useful in identifying potential
eligibility for benefits. If there are multiple former marriages, the beneficiary receives the

highest benefit available. For analysts, statistical relationships could be used to project potential

eligibility for benefits based on times married.

Regards
Howard lams
Social Security Administration

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, itis also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at

bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor
Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota
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From: Myers, Caitlin M.K.

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: FW: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:47:42 AM

Dear Mr. Harris-Kojetin,

I’d like to chime in what what I'd imagine is a sizeable number of requests that the number of marriages
guestions remain on the ACS. This is an important variable used by researchers across the social
sciences to examine marital patterns.

Regards,

Caitlin Myers
Associate Professor of Economics
Middlebury College

From: IPUMS Project [mailto:ipums=umn.edu@mail335.us2.mcsv.net] On Behalf Of IPUMS Project
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:25 AM

To: Myers, Caitlin M.K.

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at

bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
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From: Deva Deka

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: FW: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:45:44 AM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin:
| received this message from IPUMS about ACS eliminating an important question on marriage. | conduct

sociological research where this question is very important. | would request you to take steps to ensure
that the question is not eliminated.

Thank you.
Deva Deka

Deva Deka, Ph.D.

Assistant Director, Research

Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
33 Livingston Ave, New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Tel: (848) 932-2875

Fax: (732) 932-3714

From: IPUMS Project [mailto:ipums=umn.edu@mail106.us4.mcsv.net] On Behalf Of IPUMS Project
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:32 AM

To: Devajyoti

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
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harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Rugagles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota
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From: Philip N. Cohen

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: FW: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:18:50 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to register my objection to the removal of the “number of times married” question
from the American Community Survey — as described in the Federal Register and circulated by
IPUMS (see email forwarded below). This simply question allows a much richer understanding of
marriage, divorce, childrearing, family economics and intergenerational relations. My own work has
relied on this question and | have additional analysis and proposals in process that will require it as
well.

Examples of questions we can ask ONLY if we have “number of times married” include:

1. How does the age of parents at a child’s birth affect children’s odds of having a disability?
2. How are divorce rates affected by swings in the business cycle?

3. How many people alive today have ever been divorced?

4. How many children live in blended families, and what is their composition?

5. What is the age at first marriage for various demographic groups?

| urge OMB and the Commerce Department to continue to ask the “number of times married”
question. Please let me know if | can provide any additional information.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Philip N. Cohen

Philip N. Cohen
Professor of Sociology
University of Maryland, College Park

Email: pnc@umd.edu
Web: philipncohen.com

Blog: familyinequality.com
Twitter: @familyunequal

From: IPUMS Project [mailto:ipums=umn.edu@mail335.us2.mcsv.net] On Behalf Of IPUMS Project
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:25 AM

To: Philip N. Cohen

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in
IPUMS your browser.



mailto:pnc@umd.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov

http://philipncohen.com/

http://familyinequality.com/

http://ipums.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=775cbf39c77535e784cdfd6f9&id=8d64e5cfd2&e=a54880d54a

http://ipums.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=775cbf39c77535e784cdfd6f9&id=8d64e5cfd2&e=a54880d54a



IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on
"number of times married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us
who study family demography, this change would be a major loss. The times
married question is not only vital for understanding blended families, it is also
necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only
reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics. Without the number
of times married, however, the divorce data will be badly compromised; for
example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to
estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the
end of an otherwise harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as |
do that this change would significantly harm the nation's statistical infrastructure,
you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk officer, Dr.
Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at

bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Rugales
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota
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From: Elizabeth Lipke

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: FW: Changes in Census Bureau"s American Community Survey
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 10:10:04 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin:

Dropping the "number of times married" from the American Community Survey would be harmful
to understanding family make-up at a time in our history when this statistic has been changing
rapidly. We should continue to collect this information so that we can better analyze and predict
trends in family stability and assess the impact of those trends on our nation’s costs (such as the
higher costs for long-term care in the absence of a stable life-partner to be the caregiver).

Thank you for hard work on this important task.
Best regards,

Dr. Elizabeth Lipke
Department of Chemical Engineering
Auburn University

elipke@auburn.edu
334-844-2003

From: owner-wsplist@listserv3.auburn.edu [mailto:owner-wsplist@listserv3.auburn.edu] On Behalf Of
Joyce De Vries

Sent: Monday, May 6, 2013 11:50 AM

To: wmstfac@auburn.edu; <wsplist@auburn.edu>

Cc: Nancy Noe

Subject: Changes in Census Bureau's American Community Survey

Forwarded from Nancy Noe:

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times married"
from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this change would be a
major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for
basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself
demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics. Without
the number of times married, however, the divorce data will be badly compromised; for example, it will be
impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever
divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Reqister in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise harmless
notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm the nation's
statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk officer, Dr. Brian
Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email atbharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for
comments is May 16.
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Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center
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From: Bugg, Paul

To: Wallman. Katherine K.; Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: FW: PLEASE MAINTIAN DATA INTEGRITY
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:43:59 PM
Importance: High

| think this is for you.

From: Robin Reilley [mailto:RReilley@drcog.org]
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:42 PM

To: Bugg, Paul

Subject: PLEASE MAINTIAN DATA INTEGRITY
Importance: High

Please maintain data integrity and DO NOT drop the marriage question from the upcoming ACS
samples. This is important information for those of us studying family demography, nuptiality and
marital instability.

Thank You

Robin Reilley, GISP | Regional Land Use Planner | Regional Planning and Operations
Direct 303-480-6739 | Fax 303-480-6790 | E-mail @rreilley@drcog

~.g! 7~ | 1290 Broadway, Suite 700
DRG‘.&G Denver, CO 80203-5606
DENVER REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GovernuenTs | E-mail drcog@dreog.org

- Phone 303-455-1000
e male ;!ﬁ" E:lr?!f{’r.' Web www.drcog.org

| Work | F/ay | OIS

Help us celebrate why the Denver region is a great place to live, work and play!
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From: lvan Ruzic

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Federal Register RFC - Census Question on Marriage
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:12:56 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,
As | understand it, the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question "number of times married"
from the American Community Survey and that this has appeared as a Request For Comment in the

Federal Register.

As a data scientist, | believe this would be a significant loss since the ACS seems to be the only
reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics.

Under the circumstances, | think this would be a very poor idea.
Yours sincerely,
Ivan Ruzic, Ph.D.

215.579.0959
ivan@ruzics.com
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From: Corinne Low

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Feedback on plan to drop ACS number of times married question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:41:12 AM

Hi Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am a PhD student who uses the ACS for my research on marriage and family. The
ACS is an incredibly rich data source, allowing the study of marriage, divorce, and
childbearing over many years. There is no other dataset that fills this role, and in
fact every time | attempt to use another data set to answer a question about long-
term family trends, | end up finding it far less rich in data than the ACS. Thus, | am
hoping the decision to removed the question regarding the number of times married
will be reconsidered, as this question provides unbelievably important data for
researchers studying US social trends. | use this variable constantly in my analysis.

I would also like to suggest that the ACS include a question on "children ever born,"
as was included until 1990 in the standard census data, as this question would
similarly provide more rich, complete data on marriage and family trends for
researchers like myself.

All the best, and with profound thanks,

Corinne

Corinne Low
PhD Candidate, Economics
Columbia University
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From: scott petty

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Fw: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:46:37 AM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I do in fact agree with Dr. Ruggles.

Best wishes,
Scott Petty

proto-economist

--- On Mon, 5/6/13, IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu> wrote:

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
To: "Scott" <petty042@umn.edu>

Date: Monday, May 6, 2013, 10:30 AM

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

@

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Reqister in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor
Director, Minnesota Population Center
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From: Melissa Savlov

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: ruggles@umn.edu

Subject: Fwd: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 7:18:11 PM

Dear Sir,

| strongly agree with Professor Ruggles that the absence of marriage-related data would be highly
detrimental to social research. It is well-known that the state of the family is in a state of accelerated
flux in the United States. Hence, we need data to analyze trends in marriage, remarriage, etc. more now
than ever before. As an active social researcher, | would very much appreciate it if you could influence
the Census Bureau to continue collecting data related to marriage, divorce, marital separation, etc.

Thank you,

M.Z. Savlov
University of California, Riverside

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 8:31 AM

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

To: Melissa <melissa.savlov@email.ucr.edu>

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at

bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor
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From: Evan Buntrock

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Fwd: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:47:30 PM

I just wanted to say that | also would appreciate it if you kept the "number of times
married" question on the ACS.

Thanks,

Evan Buntrock

Economics PhD Candidate
Cornell University

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 11:31 AM

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

To: Evan <enb48@cornell.edu>

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, itis also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota
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From: Lauren Menard

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Fwd: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:16:04 PM

Hello Harris-Kojetin,

My apologies for, perhaps, being one more email in a bombardment sent your way. | do
not agree with mass emailing.

However, | do strongly agree that national surveys should not be limited in order to
reflect only preferred agendas. Dramatic drops in the number of young American
parents and rising divorce rates are troubling findings that will never be found when
those variables are not in surveys.

The American Community Survey and online data analysis serves the purposes of giving
researchers worldwide opportunities to confirm trends reported from other sources and
verify findings. Removing the divorce question would limit research in an area with much
potential for informing societal trends.

Thank you for your work on the important American Community Survey. | appreciate
having access to this data.

Lauren Menard, EdD.
Northwestern State University Louisiana

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 10:25 AM

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
To: Lauren <laurenannmenard@gmail.com>

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

=

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.
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The news of this plan appears in the Federal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Rugagles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center
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From: Lena Edlund

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: Douglas Alimond

Subject: Fwd: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:37:25 AM

Dear Dr Harris-Kojetin,

I am an Associate Professor of Economics at Columbia University, and | believe it would
by highly unfortunate for the marriage history question to be dropped from the
Census/ACS.

Best regards,

Lena Edlund

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: IPUMS Project <ijpums@umn.edu>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 11:31 AM
Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

To: Lena <|e93@columbia.edu>

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, itis also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Rugagles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center
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From: purplesweather@amail.com on behalf of Stacey Chen

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Fwd: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 9:55:13 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

We heard that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of
times married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study
family demography, this change would be a major loss. The times married question
is not only vital for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic
studies of nuptiality and marital instability.

Since the ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce
statistics, the divorce data will be badly compromised. For example, it will be
impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to estimate the percentage
of people who have ever divorced.

Hope the Census Bureau would like to reconsider.

Stacey Chen

Best,

Stacey Chen

Associate Research Fellow, Academia Sinica, Taipeli
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From: Ryan Hill

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: KEEP MARRNO!
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:46:06 PM

I would like to comment on the proposed discontinuation of the "number of times
married" question in the U.S. census. As a research assistant to one of the nation's
top demographic economists, | have used this variable many times, and our
research on the family is critical for understanding the future of American families.
Please keep the question.

Ryan Hill
Brigham Young University
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From: Bruce Pietrykowski

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Keep ACS Question on Marriage
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:32:34 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

It has come to me attention that the Census Bureau intends to drop the question
"number of times married” from the ACS. What is the rationale for this action? The
data obtained by this question is very relevant to research in labor economics,
consumer economics, sociology and demography. | urge you to make sure that this
guestion not be removed from the survey.

Sincerely,
Bruce Pietrykowski

Bruce Pietrykowski, Ph.D.

Professor of Economics

Director, Center for Labor and Community Studies
Director, Urban and Regional Studies

Department of Social Sciences

University of Michigan-Dearborn

Dearborn, MI 48128

313-593-9970 (office)

313-593-5096 (Dept. office)
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From: Erancis Thumpasery

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Keep the Number of Times Married Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:41:07 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

Please do not remove the number of times married question from the ACS - the ACS
could use more nuance, rather than less, and this will harm research.

Thanks,
Francis
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From: Mike Zabek

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Keep the number of times married question on the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:51:28 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I wanted to send you an e-mail to urge you to keep the number of times married question on the
American Community Survey. The question allows demographers to properly track divorces in the US
and to my knowledge we would have much less precise data on divorces without it. As a student of
Demography in an Economics PhD program, | can reasonably expect to use the question in the future
and would value its inclusion, uninterrupted in the ACS. Hence, | want to urge you to keep the
question.

I want to say that the statistical information that the federal government provides is essential to
my continuing research, and that | value the work that you do to keep it high quality and un-interupted.

Thank you,

Mike Zabek

University of Michigan PhD student,
Economics

Entered: Fall 2011
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From: John.Peterson@sce.com

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Loss of a critical American Community Survey variable: number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 10:36:19 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

The plan to drop this item should be reconsidered, in light of its ongoing role in family demography
studies, and even in terms of maintaining adequate population divorce statistics over time. Although
my area is not specifically family demography, it is relevant to some of my applied work regarding low
income households. | hope that the Census Bureau will reconsider this decision, which will undermine

both the quality and continuity of work in nuptiality and marital instability.

Thank you.

John Peterson
Edison: 626-302-0634 (pax 20634)

Athens Research: petersjw@aol.com, 626-798-3147
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From: Conor Coughlin

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:42:13 PM
Hi,

Just wanted to share my opinion on your decision to eliminate the number of times married question
from the ACS: I, as a user of the survey, believe it is a mistake that will impede the work of many
talented researchers in family demography. | hope your organization will reconsider.

Best regards,
Conor Coughlin

Sent from my iPad
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From: John Eric Humphries

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:23:03 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin

I am quite upset to hear that "number of times married" is going to be removed
from the ACS. This question is important for understanding many important socio-
economic questions and its loss will greatly affect our insights into key issues such
as intergenerational mobility, poverty, and family structures. As an economist, | use
this question regularly.

Please consider taking whatever actions possible to save this valuable question.

Best,
John Eric Humphries
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From: Saporito. Salvatore J

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:15:09 PM

Dear Mr. Harris-Kojetin,

It has come to my attention that the U.S. Census Bureau will delete a question from the American
Community Survey that asks respondents how many times that they have been married. This is a bad
decision since the ACS data--which the Census Bureau uses to assess marital histories in the United
States--is the only reliable, nationally comprehensive source of data on this subject. This is a simple
question of great importance and it should not be removed.

Although federal agencies are required to field comments from the public, | think agencies tend to
ignore them. | hope this will not be the case in this instance.

Regards,

Salvatore Saporito
Associate Professor
Department of Sociology
211 Morton Hall

College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, VA 23187

Phone: (757) 221-2604
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From: Matthew Chambers

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:00:16 PM

Please do not drop the question about number of times married from the ACS.
This question is very important to understanding demographics and family processes
in the United States.

Thank you.

Matthew Chambers

Caelum quaeramus
Let us seek for heaven
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From: Eossett, Mark

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:26:41 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

It has come to my attention that the "number of times married" question is under consideration for
deletion form the ACS. | am writing to offer my professional opinion that this would be a significant
loss. Multiple marriages are common and moreso now than ever. Demographers and family
researchers rely on this variable in the ACS for many descriptive and analytic studies that otherwise
would not be possible. Please bear this important point in mind when weighing the pros and cons of
this decision. Thank you for considering my opinion.

Sincerely,

Mark Fossett

*hkhkhkkAkkhkhk

Mark Fossett

Director, Texas Census Research Data Center
Professor, Department of Sociology

311 Academic Building

Texas A&M University

College Station, Texas 77843-4351
m-fossett@tamu.edu
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From: Alan Hawkins

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marital Order Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 5:16:00 PM

Dear Mr. Harris-Kojetin,

| understand that the Census Bureau is considering dropping the question from
the ACS on number of times married, and is asking for public input. Please use
your influence to oppose this change. The ACS is the most reliable source of info
these days on family stability and instability, which is one of the most pressing
concerns in our society (whatever end of the ideological spectrum we are on).
Removal of this question would leave researchers virtually unable to ask most
questions dealing with family stability at the very time that answers to such
questions are most needed. Thanks for your consideration.

AJH

Alan J. Hawkins, Ph.D.
Professor of Family Life
Brigham Young University
2050 JFSB

Provo, UT 84602
801-422-7088
hawkinsa@byu.edu
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From: Biddle, Jeff

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: Marraige Question

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:42:11 AM
Dear Sir;

Please reconsider the decision to drop the “number of times married” question from the American
Community Survey. Our understanding of family formation and dissolution is greatly enhanced by
the information generated by this simple question. There is currently no good substitute source of

data on this matter.
Yours,
Jeff Biddle

Professor of Economics
Michigan State University
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From: Eurtado. Delia

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Marriage Question on ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:47:17 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

My name is Delia Furtado, and | am an Associate Professor of Economics at the University of
Connecticut. | recently learned that the ACS was contemplating dropping the marriage
history question from its survey. My work focuses on family-related decisions of immigrants
in the U.S,, and there is really no other data set with a large enough sample to conduct this
type of research on this specific population. | hope that you will seriously consider keeping
this question. Please contact me if you have any specific questions.

Sincerely,
Delia Furtado

Delia Furtado

Associate Professor

Department of Economics

University of Connecticut

Webpage: www.deliafurtado.uconn.edu
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From: WM Gordon

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marriage Question on ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:39:11 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin;

I am writing to ask you to reconsider the decision to drop the "number of times
married” from the American Community Survey. | do not study modern demography,
myself (my area of study is Victorian Scotland), but my ability to research is based
entirely on the data collection decisions made by organizations in the past.
Invariably, more nuanced detail regarding family structures permits me to made
more accurate conclusions about family composition and social structures, and to
better understand how people lived in the past. By retaining the "number of times
married" question you will enable future researchers to understand the social world
we live in, and to make accurate conclusions about their own time.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Dr. Wendy Gordon

Associate Professor and Chair
Department of History

SUNY College at Plattsburgh
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From: Elizabeth Dhuey

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: Marriage Question on ACS

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:37:54 AM
Hi,

I just was notified that the Census Bureau is planning on dropping the
question on "number of times married" from the ACS. This question is
incredibly important to understand marriage and marriage stability over
time. It would be a tragedy for the Census Bureau to make that change.

I'm currently working on a study that uses the 2005-2010 ACS to examine the
effect of starting school at different ages on fertility and marriage.

Without the "number of times married" question, this study would not be
possible.

Please reconsider dropping this question.

Regards,
Elizabeth Dhuey

Elizabeth Dhuey
Assistant Professor of Economics

Centre for Industrial Relations and Human Resources
University of Toronto

&

Department of Management

University of Toronto, Scarborough

tele: 416.978.2721
fax: 416.978.5696
web: www.chass.utoronto.ca/~edhuey
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From: Stephanie Schnorbus

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Marriage Question on ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 9:36:05 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| found out today that the Census Bureau plans to stop requesting information about
how many times people have been married in the ACS. As a historian, this kind of
information is invaluable in discussing marriage in the United States, how likely
people are to divorce, and how likely people are to marry several times.

I would like to request that you reconsider the decision about the question.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Stephanie

Stephanie Schnorbus, Ph.D.
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From: Curtis Simon

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:17:19 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

The purpose of this email is to voice my concern over plans to eliminate question about the number
of marriages from the American Community Survey (ACS). After the Current Population Survey, the
ACS is the single most important source of data about the behavior of the American population.
Indeed, for those of us who focus on geographic differences in economic behavior, the ACS is even
more important than the CPS for answering many questions because its large sample size allows for
more reliable estimates at detailed levels of geography such as the Metropolitan Statistical Area.

All researchers who study marriage and divorce patterns would find their lives substantially more
difficult, being forced to resort to smaller, less representative samples of the population. This is
particularly true for researchers who use geographic variation in behavior to try to understand, the
role of marriage market characteristics (for example, population size, educational attainment in the
city, the ratios of men to women, and so on) on marriage outcomes.

| urge the Bureau to reconsider the decision to delete the question about the number of marriages.
Please do feel free to contact me at 864 656 3966 or cjsmn@clemson.edu if you wish me to

elaborate on my concerns or if | can otherwise be helpful in this decision.

Best wishes,

Curtis Simon

Professor of Economics
Department of Economics
Clemson University
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From: Grant Gannaway

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: Marriage Question

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:45:21 PM
Brian,

I am against dropping any questions from the ACS. It will inconvenience future
research into family demography that has many potential benefits for our country as
a whole.

Thank you for your time,

Grant Gannaway
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From: Michael Olabisi

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marriage in the ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:11:30 PM

Please consider keeping the survey question about number of times married in the
American Community Survey.

First and foremost, it would significantly affect scholars of family demography.
Economists would also suffer some loss if this question were omitted - given the
significant economic effects of marriage and divorce on affected families. Marital
stability and instability can be significant predictors of investments in children, and
can also provide a clear reflection of economic and social pressures on formal family
structures.

Thanks in advance for your consideration.

Michael Olabisi
IPUMS user
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From: Bruce Phillips

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: # of marriages question in ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:12:20 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

As an assiduous used of Census demography | strongly urge that you keep the question on # of times married.
The changing shape of the American family has become increasingly well known, thanks in no small part to the
US Census. Among recent topics have been same-sex families and grandparents raising children. "Blended
families" are central to the changing shape of the American family. To suddenly lose information about this
important aspect of family life would do grievous harm to family demography as well as to policy makers and
service providers.

Thank you for your consideration,

Bruce A. Phillips

Professor of Sociology & Jewish Communal Studies

Louchheim School of Judaic Studies at the University of Southern California
Senior Research Fellow, USC Center for Religion and Civic Culture

Hebrew Union College

3077 University Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90007

213-765-2151
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From: Erancesca Adler

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: francesca@auburn.edu

Subject: # of times married item on ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 5:16:47 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin —

| am writing out of great concern that there is a proposed plan to drop the question on "number of times married"
from the American Community Survey. As a researcher involved in family science who specializes in stepfamily
development and dynamics, this would be a critical loss. The rationale for my work is based in the broader
landscape of demography and family structure trends. In addition, | oversee the National Stepfamily Resource
Center, a clearinghouse of information on stepfamilies for professionals and the media. Media representatives
are often contacting me for valid estimates of remarriage and stepfamily experience in our country. ACS is
considered by most in our field to be the only reliable source currently available for national divorce and
remarriage statistics. Following family trends over the last few decades clearly indicates this item is an
increasingly important and relevant item for studies of families and households — and the overall family
demography infrastructure. This is certainly not the time to consider its deletion! Please retain this item in the
ACS.

Best regards,

Francesca Adler-Baeder

Francesca Adler-Baeder, Ph.D., CFLE

Director, Center for Children, Youth, and Families
Professor, Human Development and Family Studies
263 Spidle Hall

Auburn University

Auburn, AL 36849

334-844-4151
334-844-4515 (fax)
Francesca@auburn.edu
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From: Jamie Clouser

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: # of times married stastic
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 9:37:25 PM

I am writing to support Dr. Ruggles sentiments below:

I am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop

the question on "number of times married" from the American Community
Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this change would
be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for
understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic studies

of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working paper by

Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only
reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics.

Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data will be
badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a

life table for first marriages, or to estimate the percentage of

people who have ever divorced.

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor
Director, Minnesota Population Center
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From: Lisa Pittman. PhD

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: 4/16/13 Federal Register Notice re 2014 ACS questionnaire
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 7:02:15 PM

Dear Brian Harris-Kojetin —

I have just been made aware of the proposal to eliminate from the 2014 American
Community Survey questionnaire the “Number of Times Married” question, and |
write to express my concern and request for it to be retained.

Removing this question would negatively impact researchers’ ability to investigate
national divorce rates, marital instability and blended families. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and Steven Ruggles demonstrate the ACS data is likely
to be more reliable than other currently available divorce statistics. But, without
the number of times married question the divorce data derived from the ACS will
be badly compromised as it will not be possible to estimate the percentage of
people who have ever divorced.

| ask the question on number of times married be retained in the American
Community Survey.

Respectfully,
Lisa Pittman

The Children's Trust values Integrity, Trust, Teamwork, Quality and Leadership.

Lisa Pittman, PhD
Senior Research & Evaluation Analyst The Childrerls Tt

TEL: (786) 221-0670 Ext: 529 3150 SW 3rd Avenue
8th Floor

FAX: (305) 857-9592 Miami, FL 33129

lisa.pittman@thechildrenstrust.org www.thechildrenstrust.org

SUNSHINE LAW AND PUBLIC RECORDS NOTICE: The Children's Trust is a
public entity subject to Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes concerning public
records. E-mail messages are covered under such laws and thus subject to
disclosure.
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From: Enami. Ali

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: A comment regarding planned changes to ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:18:19 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to you to share my comment about one of the planned changes to ACS that has
been announced recently. In particular, | hope Census Bureau continues to ask about the
number of marriages.

| believe studies on the family instabilities would be adversely affected by removing this
question from the survey. As a recently admitted PhD student in Economics (in particular
Health Economics) | believe that losing information about the family stability would
negatively affect research on the children and adults' health (specially from

psychological point of view).

| appreciate your time toward my comment and | hope Bureau reconsiders its decision
regarding this particular element of the survey.

Best Wishes

Ali Enami
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From: Christine Murray

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS "number of times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:37:23 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to express strong concern about the plan to eliminate the Number of Times Married
guestion from the American Community Survey, which | saw in the Federal Register. | am a data
services librarian who assists researchers at a major university, and | know that the data collected
with this question is vital for many researchers. Its elimination will hider the progress of research
and our ability to understand the American population. | hope this change can be reconsidered.

Sincerely,

Christine Murray

Christine Murray

Social Sciences Data Services Librarian
207 Van Pelt Library

University of Pennsylvania
chrmur@upenn.edu
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From: Sarah Trimmer

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS - "Number of times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:14:07 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

| would like to add my comment regarding the removal of the "number of times
married" question in the American Community Survey. Simply, | do not agree with
proposed drop.

Thank you,

Sarah M. Trimmer

Center of Excellence (CoEX) Health Disparities Fellow
Georgia State University

307-220-4160

strimmerl@student.gsu.edu
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From: Megan A. Brooks

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Change
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:53:25 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kotejin,

Regarding this notice in the Federal Register:

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/04/16/2013-08876/submission-for-
omb-review-comment-request

I respectfully request that the Census Bureau reconsider this section:

Finally, the Number of Times Married question will be removed.

I work with students at one of the nation's top colleges, and these student rely on
data from the ACS to do original research. The ACS is one of the only places where
divorce statistics are reliably gathered at a national level. By removing this question,
it would hamper future students from doing research on marriage and divorce.

Many thanks for considering this request.
--Megan
Megan A. Brooks

Director, Research Services, Wellesley College Library & Technology Services
madams@wellesley.edu - 781-283-3512 - Schedule an appointment
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From: Richard J Smith

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Comment 78 FR 22511
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:42:14 AM

Dear Mr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the American Community Survey. | conduct
research on neighborhood change, community interventions, inequality, and migration in
small areas. The ACS is the only source of data for small areas such as neighborhoods. These
data are essential to understanding how to intervene in neighborhoods to preserve the well-
being of families and communities. We do need more accurate information on vacant
housing. Likewise, we need to know how many times people are married because it is used to
track community quality of life. It is needed to accurately calculate marriage and divorce
rates, which are key to understanding population projections.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Smith, MFA, MSW, PhD
Assistant Professor

School of Social Work

Wayne State University

4756 Cass Avenue

Detroit, MI 48202

(313) 577-2262
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From: Matlock, Adrianne Showalter

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: ACS Comment

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:39:04 PM
Dear Brian,

I am writing to request that the 'number of times' married be kept on the American Community Survey.
The ACS is an invaluable nationwide resource, and that question is an important one for studies on
marriage and family or the life course.

Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,

Adrianne Showalter Matlock
Graduate Teaching Assistant
Department of Sociology
University of Kansas
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From: Ryan Gabriel

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Divorce
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:38:06 PM

Dear, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

This email is in response to potentially dropping the question "number of times
married” from the American Community Survey. As a demographer, social scientist,
and citizen | feel it is my responsibility to humbly rebut the proposed measure. As
the ACS is an extremely reliable source for divorce statistics, removing that question
would greatly impair our ability as researchers to inform policy makers on such an
important aspect of the family. Thus, would you be so kind as to strongly consider
keeping the question?

Best,
Ryan Gabriel

Ryan Gabriel

NICHD Fellow
Department of Sociology
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195
rygabe@uw.edu
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From: whittypi@gmail.com on behalf of K. Whitney Mauer

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS Marriage Question Should Not Be Dropped
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:36:46 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to express my concern about dropping the times married question from
the American Community Survey. As a sociologist who uses ACS and census data to
interpret social change, in particular how changes in our political and economic
structures are accompanied by changes in demographic structure, | believe it is
important to retain questions on the ACS that are vital for understanding marriage
and family. The times married question is important for documenting and
understanding trends and changes in nuptiality, marital instability, and blended
families. The omission of the times married question will compromise divorce data,
of which the ACS is the only currently reliable source for national coverage. | hope
that you will consider the importance of this question and that it will remain part of
the ACS.

Sincerely,

K. Whitney Mauer

Ph.D. Candidate
Development Sociology
Academic Surge B, #168
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY 14853
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From: Jason Kerwin

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:24:10 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| just received an email (forwarded below) that states that the ACS will be dropping its
guestion on the number of times respondents have been married. | believe this would
be a great loss for both economic and demographic research: the last half-century of
economics has focused on the inter-relationships between all decisions, because
focusing on just explicitly financial ones can lead to misleading results. Although I do
not use the ACS myself, I think all of social science would be impoverished by this
change.

Best,
Jason Kerwin

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Eric Kyle Lewis

Date: Monday, May 6, 2013

Subject: SPAM Fwd: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

To: "economics.phd@umich.edu” <economics.phd@umich.edu>
Help contribute to a public good by sending an email!

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: 6 May 2013 11:25
Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
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the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Ruggles
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota

Copyright © 2011 University of Minnesota, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Minnesota Population Center
225 19th Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Sent to erikylewis@amail.com — why did | get this?
unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences
University of Minnesota - 225 19th Avenue South - 50 Willey Hall - Minneapolis, MN 55455

Eric Lewis

PhD Candidate, Economics
University of Michigan

611 Tappan Ave

Ann Arbor MI 48109

Jason Kerwin

jason.kerwin@gmail.com
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From: Paul Musgrave

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:40:20 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I'm writing to express my dismay at the news that the American Community Survey may be required to
cut the "number of times married" question. Social scientists, policymakers, and citizens will all suffer
without the ability to construct accurate assessments of the role of marriage in American life. | hope
that this position will be reconsidered.

Sincerely,

Paul Musgrave

Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Government
Georgetown University
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From: Andrew Goodman-Bacon

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:45:09 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to urge you to keep the question about "number of times married" in the American Community
Survey. This is an essential question in our understanding of marriage patterns in the U.S. and it is one of the
only ways that we can understand changes in divorce, blended families and remarriage. | am a PhD student in
economics and | rely on high quality, publicly available data in my research on health, poverty and economic
demography. Please keep the ACS informative!

Thank you,
Andrew Goodman-Bacon
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From: Ternes, Brock D

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 10:26:18 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

As a researcher of demographics, | feel the ACS question on number of times married should not be
dropped. | have utilized the ACS for a number of my studies and marriage variables are something |
occasionally consider. It would be a loss if the question was removed, and | ask you to please
reconsider.

Thank you very much for your time. Have a nice week,

Brock Ternes

bternes@ku.edu
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From: Mike Hout

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:54:24 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

I write to comment on the discussion about the American Community Survey (ACS) question about how
many times each member of a household has been married.

For sociologists and demographers such as myself the answers to this question help contextualize the
exposure of the nation's children to different kinds of household environments. Some children
experience one family environment throughout childhood; many others see the composition of their
household shift as they grow up. Stability is correlated with other stable experiences; shift is correlated
with other experiences of instability. The answers to the times married question help us separate
marriage and household factors from neighborhood, school, and ecological factors.

In 2006 a colleague and | published Century of Difference: How America Has Changed Over the Last
One Hundred Years. In the family chapter of our book we noted how hard it was to properly
characterize changes in American family life over the century because the Census lacked consistent
measures of marital history. Including a count of previous marriages in the ACS was an advance for
scientific analysis of these important trends.

Other surveys include relevant questions. We need this one on the ACS because only the ACS can
provide the detail that researchers need. Only the ACS is large enough to measure remarriage in small
groups, e.g., returning veterans, young widows, people who choose more than one race. Only the ACS
is large enough to measure remarriage at the neighborhood level. These details for small groups and
specific places are vital to our work of understanding children’s lives and the changes they are
experiencing.

We use the answers to this question to discover patterns of behavior that might help improve life for
America's children. Our interest in these patterns in no way compromises the privacy of the ACS
participants, nor do we use the answers to identify individuals. Their usefulness is in the patterns they
reveal not in the specifics of any one person's life experiences.

-Michael Hout
Natalie Cohen Professor of Sociology & Demography
University of California, Berkeley
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From: Catherine Weinberger

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Number of Times Married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 6:34:50 PM

I am writing to express dismay that the Number of Times Married question will be removed
from the ACS survey. | understand that only a limited number of questions can be asked on
the survey. However, it is particularly important to understand the dynamics of marriage in
U.S. families during this period of public discussion about the value of marriage to individual
adults, their children, and the national economy. ACS questions to elicit information about
the duration and frequency of marriages provide valuable information based on nationally
representative U.S. samples.

Catherine J. Weinberger, Ph.D.
Institute for Social, Behavioral and Economic Research
University of California, Santa Barbara 93106
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From: Rob Colclasure

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Question Drop
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:12:33 PM

To whom it may concern,

As a demographer, | often liken my work to being a social detective — every piece of
data is needed to analyze the patterns of a given population. The news that you
were planning on removing the "number of times married" question greatly
disappointed me. It's like not allowing convicting evidence in a courtroom; quite
unjust. I am wholeheartedly against this change.

Please retain the integrity of the ACS for the good of future generations,
Rob Colclasure
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From: lan Lundberg

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:23:44 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing about the plan to drop the "number of times married" question from the
American Community Survey. | am an undergraduate student at Harvard University,
and | have used ACS family data to study families and gender in the United States.
The ACS is an extremely useful data source because of the large, representative
sample. Dropping this question would seriously reduce our ability to measure the
proportion of people who have divorced or conduct survival analysis to understand
factors which predict marriage length.

This data is one of many great contributions to knowledge provided by the ACS, and
I hope you will do whatever possible to retain the marriage question.

Thank you,
lan Lundberg

ilundberg@college.harvard.edu
(909)561-0531

487 Quincy Mail Center
Cambridge, MA 02138
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From: Eric Makela

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:13:55 PM

Hello Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing with concern about the recent decision to alter the marriage questions
asked in the ACS. While I have not used the "number of times married” directly in
my research as of yet, | do believe this may be an important statistic in
understanding family formation in the upcoming decades. Although I do not know
the marginal cost of maintaining this question in the survey, | think there would be a
loss of quality family research as a result of this decision. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Eric Makela
Clemson University Graduate School, Labor Economics
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From: fitzpatrick.anne@gmail.com on behalf of Anne Fitzpatrick

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: ACS Question

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:38:06 PM
Dear Sir

Please do not drop the "number of times married" question. It is an essential
guestion for this survey, and useful in many research areas. If anything, more
resources, time, and questions should be added to the ACS, not fewer.

Sincerely
Anne Fitzpatrick

Ph.D. candidate in Economics & Public Policy
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
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From: Kyle Joseph Burns

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS "Number of Times Married"

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:21:37 PM
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From: Goldstein, Joshua R.

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS "times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:57:12 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to urge you to keep the question on "number of times married" in the American
Community Survey. This question allows at extremely low cost the ACS to be the last remaining national
level data source for the study of marriage and divorce trends. Dropping this question, as is proposed in
the Federal Register, would be a major loss to the ACS's stated goal of providing "data users with
timely demographic, housing, social, and economic data every year that can be compared across states,
communities, and population groups.”

Detailed knowledge of trends in marriage and divorce is available on a nationwide, representative basis
only from the ACS. The question on "number of times married" is crucial for inferring information about
the entry into 1st marriage among the never married and the frequencies of remarriage. Furthermore,

because the ACS includes a wide range of geographic areas and racial and ethnic groups, this question
allows demographers to study important differences between subpopulations.

The reason the question on "number of times" is needed is it allows researchers to construct marital life
tables from the ACS data for the transition from "never married" to "married”. Without this question,
unverifiable and potentially misleading assumptions must be made in order to study marriage behavior
over time and across groups.

Please let me know if | can be of any assistance in providing you with additional details on how
important this question is for the study of demographic behavior in American society.

Sincerely,

Joshua R. Goldstein

Chancellor's Professor

Department of Demography

University of California at Berkeley
2232 Piedmont Ave., Berkeley CA 94720

Director

Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research
Konrad-Zuse-Strasse 1

18057 Rostock, Germany
goldstein@demogr.mpg.de

This mail has been sent through the MPI for Demographic Research. Should you receive a mail that is
apparently from a MPI user without this text displayed, then the address has most likely been faked. If
you are uncertain about the validity of this message, please check the mail header or ask your system
administrator for assistance.
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From: zilinsky.jan@gmail.com on behalf of Jan Zilinsky

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian

Subject: ACS comment

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:43:52 AM
Dear Brian,

| just wanted to reach out to you about the marriage question on the ACS which
might apparently be dropped in 2014.

Although | do not currently do research on marital instability, | have looked at trends
in marriage satisfaction using GSS data, and it is vital to have data on behavior, in
addition to subjective perceptions.

Are there any reasons why the question might be dropped?

All best,

Jan
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From: Ophira Vishkin

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS dropping "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:44:46 AM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

There are few reliable sources for population-level divorce and multiple-marriage
statistics in a country in which both are common. It would be very unfortunate if the
ACS dropped this question. Please encourage the Census to reconsider.

Thank you,

Ophira Vishkin

PhD Candidate
Department of Economics
University of Michigan
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From: Katie Genadek

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:46:26 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing to you about the plan to drop the how many times married questions
from the ACS. | am extremely concerned about this, both as a researcher and as
the Outreach and Dissemination director of the Minnesota Population Center, one of
the largest distributers of the ACS PUMS data.

In my position, | work closely with ACS PUMS microdata users from many
backgrounds - academics to federal government employees. Currently, the ACS is
one of the only nationally representative sources of this information and it is critical
to understand divorce and family like in America. | believe the research community
values and uses the data from this question.

I also do research divorce and the relationship between family and work. | believe
one of the least developed areas in our understanding of families is second families
and step families - especially later in the life course. This data is essential for
understanding the impacts of remarriage for families and society, and has policy
implications - for children especially.

Please consider this - and the many other people you will hear from about this -

when deciding whether to drop this question. There are currently many surveys to
get some information, such as data on health insurance (CPS, NHIS, and insurance
companies themselves), and very few places to get information on marital histories.

Best,
Katie Genadek
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From: Newman, Angela H

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:43:40 AM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I understand that the Census Bureau is considering dropping the question of 'number of times married'
from the American Community Survey. | would ask you to please reconsider this change. Those of us
who study demography and family dynamics would experience a great loss of data that is very
important to our work.

In a world of 'big-data’ and compromised quality of data, it is even more important that we have a
source that has a higher level of reliability than many other forms of secondary data. Please Please
Please, leave the question in the ACS.

Thank you,

Angelow Newmanv

University of Texas at Arlington
MBA/MSMR?
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From: C. Matthew Snipp

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:18:25 PM

Hi Brian...As you probably know, Steve Ruggles (University of Minnesota) is urging fellow
ACS users to weigh in about the Census Bureau's plan to drop the "times married” from the
survey (see below). 1 think (but I haven't checked) this item may be available from the
NSFH and the NSFG but these are much smaller surveys and don't give you much resolution
for smaller groups and places; not even state level geography as | recall. Losing this
question would be a major loss for family demographers, and for what we know about
marriage and divorce in the US. | hope the Bureau can be persuaded to retain it on the ACS.

Matt

From Steve Ruggles:

I am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number
of times married” from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family
demography, this change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital
for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and
marital instability. A recent working paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated
that the ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce statistics.
Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data will be badly compromised,;
for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to estimate
the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

C. Matthew Snipp

Burnet C. and Mildred Finley Wohlford Professor of Humanities and Sciences
in the Department of Sociology

Chair, Native American Studies

Director, IRiSS Secure Data Center

Deputy Director, Institute for Research in the Social Sciences (IRiSS)

650.725.0414 (0)
650.725.6471 (fax)
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From: Erin Fletcher

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS number of times married question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:42:01 AM

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to express my concern with the proposed change to the American Community Survey to
drop a question asking how many times an individual has been married. Not withstanding my
professional opinion that the question should be expanded to include a wider understanding of
partnership in the form of lengthy or serious cohabitations, this question is important to researchers and
the American public at large in order to estimate the population of divorced individuals and the rate of
divorce, important indicators for child and adult outcomes and wellbeing as well as costs to the court
system and more. | urge you not to delete this question.

Thank for your time and service.
Sincerely,

Erin Fletcher

Erin K Fletcher, PhD

Visiting Assistant Professor of Economics
Gettysburg College

Glatfelter 106

1.717.337.6677
efletche@gettysburg.edu

@ekfletch
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From: Sam Adams

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS number of times married question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:22:04 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am a former student at Tulane University who wrote my thesis on marriage and
the military for Economics. The question on how many times a person was married
was integral to try and understand any relationship between the military's lifestyle
and how many marriages the person had. The removal of this question would have
made writing my thesis impossible. Your database is the only reliable database that
researchers in the United States have to try and find any links between a person's
work environment and family stability. Please reconsider the removal of this question
from the ACS, or, at the very least, please consider replacing the question with a
guestion that will allow researchers to gain the same amount of data in order to
complete research.

Regards,
Sam Adams

sadams@tulane.edu
850-264-6667
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From: Mallika Thomas

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS question change
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:53:04 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

My name is Mallika Thomas, and | am Ph.D. student at the University of Chicago,
working with Professors James Heckman and Gary Becker on my dissertation. | am
writing to urge you not to drop the question on "number of times married" from the
American Community Survey.

For me, in particular, | study divorce rates and the effects of nuptial regimes on
intra-household bargaining power. In addition, | plan on future research related to
the role of household formation and inter-generational transfers on explaining rising
income inequality in the United States. Examining both the formation and dissolution
of households is critical to this research. 1 strongly suggest that we keep this
guestion on the survey, as it would be a great loss to not have the benefits of such
research and the research of others.

Thank you,
Mallika
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From: Stephen Woodbury

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS question on "number of times married"
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:10:37 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

I am upset to learn that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on
"number of times married” from the American Community Survey. | am a labor
economist and have used the ACS to study labor force participation. Responses to
guestions on marriage and the number of time married have been important
explanators of labor force participation, and losing the question on "number of times
married” would be a real loss. In view of the importance of fully understanding the
recent drop in labor force participation, it would be a real mistake to eliminate the
guestion on "number of times married,” and | hope you will reconsider.

Yours sincerely,
Steve Woodbury

Stephen A. Woodbury

Professor of Economics

Michigan State University

486 West Circle Drive, Room 110
East Lansing, MI 48824

voice: 517/355-4587 fax: 517/432-1068

Senior Economist

W. E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research
300 South Westnedge Avenue

Kalamazoo, MI 49007

voice: 269/343-5541 fax: 269/343-3308
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From: Nathan D. Grawe

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS question on number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:22:28 PM

Dear Mr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing in response to the call for comments on the plan to eliminate the question
in the American Community Survey regarding number of times married. As a social
science researcher (PhD in Economics, University of Chicago) | strongly urge a
reconsideration of this choice. In my area of research, family economics, it is clear
that the instability of marital relationships is one of the defining characteristics of
American society. In particular, we have a very different demographic make-up in
this regard when compared to otherwise very similar countries like Canada. Itis
equally clear that marital instability accounts for a substantial proportion of child
poverty and intergenerational transmission of advantages/disadvantages. If we lose
this key measure of marital stability, it will hamper our ability to understand questions
critical to sound decision- (and policy-) making.

Respectfully submitted,
Nathan D. Grawe

Nathan D. Grawe

Associate Professor of Economics
Carleton College

One North College Street
Northfield, MN 55057

(507) 222-5239
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From: Lindsey Aitcheson

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:22:51 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I'm a Ph.D. student in sociology at the University of Washington and am concerned
to hear of possible plans to drop the "number of times married" question from the
ACS. I'm about to begin my dissertation and will rely heavily on family demographics
guestions like that one in order to assess neighborhood effects of social policies. It
would be a significant loss to us in this field, and | hope you will consider keeping it
in the ACS.

Best,
Lindsey Aitcheson

Lindsey Aitcheson

Ph.D. Student, Department of Sociology

Research Assistant, Center on Reinventing Public Education
University of Washington

703-943-7855

(B Hear my name
L=
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From: isaac.sorkin@gmail.com on behalf of lsaac Sorkin

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:03:55 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

IPUMS recently informed me that there is a plan to drop the number of times
married question from the ACS. As a PhD student in economics at the University of
Michigan, this would be a major loss for research. The times married question is not

only vital for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic studies of
nuptiality and marital instability.

I would hope that the plan to drop this question would be reconsidered.
Sincerely,

Isaac Sorkin
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From: Robert Lester

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 6:00:00 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

My name is Robert Lester and | am a graduate student at the University of Notre
Dame. It has recently come to my attention that the Census Bureau is planning to
drop the question regarding the "number of times married" on future ACS surveys.
In the past, several colleagues have used this variable in their research and, from
what | have heard, they anticipate that they will use it again in the future if it is
available. Therefore, | beseech you to please reconsider dropping this question.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Robert Lester
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From: Katherine Dydak

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS questions
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:28:05 PM

Dear Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

Please don’t remove the question about number of times married from the American Community
Survey. This research question is an important one for analyzing trends in familial stability and
divorce statistics nationwide. As a future planner, | may one day use this information to analyze
trends and advocate for certain policies within my community. It is an important resource for a
variety of fields, including my own. Please continue to collect this information.

Sincerely,

Katherine Dydak

Master’s Degree Candidate

Department of City and Regional Planning
UNC Chapel Hill
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From: dwightrdavis@gmail.com on behalf of Dwight Davis

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS survey changes
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:46:54 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

Please do what you can to keep the full set of marriage questions in
the ACS including number of times married. This information is basic
and vital for the study of families and social change in the U.S.
regards

dwight davis
ucla sociology
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From: mvedomske@amail.com on behalf of Michael Vedomske

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS times married question removal unwise
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:24:46 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

The removal of the times married question from the American Community Survey
would be an enormous scientific loss. This sort of removal makes repeatable,
credible, and data driven studies of divorce and family dynamics nearly impossible.
To believe that the understanding of America's social dynamic will continue with the
same degree of rigor without such a data field is foolish.

Please reconsider.
Sincerely,

Michael Vedomske
NSF Graduate Research Fellow
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From: Deborah Goldschmidt

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:06:37 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

It has recently come to my attention that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the
guestion regarding the number of times married from the American Community Survey.
As a researcher who studies economics of the family, marital stability, and demography,
this is extremely upsetting to me. The ACS is an important data source, and having
clear information on marriages and divorces is vital for the type of research that I (and
many other economists, sociologists, demographers, and other social science
researchers) do. | hope that you can reconsider this action and keep this important
variable in the survey.

Thank you very much for you time,
Deborah Goldschmidt

PhD Candidate
Department of Economics
Boston University

dgoldll@bu.edu

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: IPUMS Project <ipums@umn.edu>

Date: Mon, May 6, 2013 at 11:31 AM

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments Needed by May 16!

Minnesota Population Center: Home of the IPUMS Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

IPUMS

=

Dear IPUMS User,

| am writing to alert you that the Census Bureau is planning to drop the question on "number of times
married" from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this
change would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding blended
families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital instability. A recent working
paper by Sheela Kennedy and myself demonstrated that the ACS is the only reliable source currently
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available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times married, however, the divorce data
will be badly compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages,
or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced.

The news of this plan appears in the Eederal Register in a single sentence at the end of an otherwise
harmless notice of request for comments. If you believe as | do that this change would significantly harm
the nation's statistical infrastructure, you should make your feelings known to the responsible OMB desk
officer, Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin. He can be reached at (202) 395-7245 or by email at
bharrisk@omb.eop.gov. The deadline for comments is May 16.

Thank you,

Steven Rugales
Regents Professor

Director, Minnesota Population Center

Minnesota Population Center | University of Minnesota

Copyright © 2011 University of Minnesota, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Minnesota Population Center
225 19th Ave South
Minneapolis, MN 55455
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From: Nathaniel Williams

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question??
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 8:37:43 PM

ATTN: Brian Harris-Kojetin

As a sociologist, this measure of marriage and the ACS in general is critical to my
research and my coursework. I would strongly urge you to reconsider this course of
action, for the sake of academic exploration and scholarship.

Thank you,

Nathaniel Williams
Stanford | Sociology | B.A. '13 | M.A. '13
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From: Aaron Howell

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:18:27 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I wanted to write to encourage those making decisions in regard to the American
Community Survey to keep the question on number of times married. It is an
important indicator used across the field of family demography. Losing it means the
loss of vital information that researchers use to develop ideas and policy as they
relate to families.

Sincerely,

Aaron

Aaron J. Howell
Visiting Lecturer, Department of Sociology
Oberlin College
(440) 775-6143
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From: Daniel Seiver

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 3:05:40 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

Please do not drop the "number of times married" question from the ACS.
Many of us use this data in our research.

Sincerely,
Daniel Seiver, Ph.D.

Professor of Economics (Emeritus) Miami (OH)
Lecturer, Economics, Cal Poly-SLO
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From: Joyce Robbins

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 1:49:31 PM

Please do not eliminate the "number of times married" question from the ACS. This information is
needed for the study of family demography.

Thank you,

Joyce Robbins, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Sociology
Touro College (NY)
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From: Claude Fischer

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: ACS-- Times Married

Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:53:32 PM
Hello.

I understand that there is a proposal to drop the question on how often respondents have been
married.

That would be highly unfortunate. Given the vital interest everyone has in family stability, losing that
information in what is the broadest data set we have of Americans would be a big step backwards into
the dark.

Claude Fischer
Prof. of Sociology
U.C. Berkeley
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From: Stephane Mechoulan

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: ACS
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 5:42:13 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am one of the researchers whose work would be impaired by dropping
the question on number of times married from the ACS. Please keep it
if you can.

Thank you,

Stephane Mechoulan

Associate Professor

School of Public Administrtation
Dalhousie University
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From: Debbie Perez

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS: number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:26:01 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

It is with great disappointment that | learn of the news of a plan to remove the number of times married from the
American Community Survey. As a researcher and demographer, this will compromise research analysis on
nuptiality.

This note is solely to register my displeasure with this plan.

Thank you.

Debbie Perez, Ph.D.

Hobby Center for the Study of Texas
713-348-3661

5615 Kirby Drive Suite 840

Houston, Texas 77005

http://hobbycenter.rice.edu

Mail Address:

Rice University

6100 Main St, MS-202
Houston, TX 77005
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From: Benjamin Karney

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: About the marital history question in the American Community Survey.
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 8:35:16 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing the Census Bureau's plan to drop the question on "number of times
married” from the American Community Survey. For those of us who study family
demography, this change would be a major loss. The times married question is not
only vital for understanding blended families, it is also necessary for basic studies of
nuptiality and marital instability. Currently, the ACS is the only reliable source
currently available for national divorce statistics. Without the number of times
married, however, the divorce data will be badly compromised; for example, it will
be impossible to construct a life table for first marriages, or to estimate the
percentage of people who have ever divorced.

I believe that this change would significantly harm the nation's statistical
infrastructure. Please reconsider.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Karney

Benjamin R. Karney E-mail: karne sych._ucla.edu
Professor Phone: 310) 206-3925
Bgﬁﬁrtment of Psychology Fax: (310) 206-5895

4560 Franz Hall
P.0. Box 951563
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1563

Web pages:

http-//www.mediapsychexpert.com/
http://www.rand.org/multi/military/deployment-life/

Twitter: http://twitter.com/UCLA_RI
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From: Adrienne LeBas

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: American Community Survey & number of times married
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:03:00 PM

To whom it may concern:

It has come to my attention that the Census Bureau is planning to drop a question
addressing "number of times married" from the American Community Survey. The
ACS is currently the only reliable source for national divorce statistics, as has been
recently documented by Sheela Kennedy and Steven Ruggles of the University of
Minnesota.

Cutting the "the number of times married" question would deprive researchers and
policy-makers of a crucial source of information on family structure and divorce.
Our understanding of American social dynamics -- and our ability to make policy
suited to these dynamics -- will be badly compromised.

Please reconsider cutting this vital question from the American Community Survey.

Best,

Adrienne LeBas
Department of Government
American University
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From: Darin Hakes

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: American Community Survey - "number of times married" question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:53:31 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am writing to express my feelings regarding the plan to drop the "number of times married" question
from the American Community Survey. Please keep this question on the survey as it is a critical
component in painting the picture of American family life and family health. Our nation relies on strong
families and without this question, it will become very difficult to determine divorce rates which greatly

impact families.
Thank you,

Darin Hakes
Orem, Utah

NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message.
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From: Christine Witkowski

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: American Community Survey input
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 2:11:54 PM

Please don't drop the question on "number of times married” from the American
Community Survey. For those of us who study family demography, this change
would be a major loss. The times married question is not only vital for understanding
blended families, it is also necessary for basic studies of nuptiality and marital
instability. The ACS is the only reliable source currently available for national divorce
statistics. Without the number of times married, the divorce data will be badly
compromised; for example, it will be impossible to construct a life table for first
marriages, or to estimate the percentage of people who have ever divorced

Christine Witkowski

Department of Sociology and Extended University
Sloan College

University of South Carolina

Columbia, SC 29208

cswitkowski@yahoo.com
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From: Brad Hershbein

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: American Community Survey marriage question
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 12:04:47 PM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

It has recently come to my attention that there is a proposal that the 2014 ACS questionnaire remove the
"Number of Times Married" question. I wish to register my strong objection to this proposal. This data item is
incredibly important for our understanding of the duration and stability of marriage, the relationship between
marriage and women's labor force attachment, and how these phenomena vary across geography, education,
number of children, and other factors. Because the ACS is the *only* data source that allows this type of
analysis with a significant sample, removing this question threatens our ability to study the determinants and
economic outcomes of marriage, divorce, and re-marriage, topics that are of fundamental interest to national
welfare. What is more, the burden of answering this one item is very small, so any gains in its omission are
vastly outweighed by its costs.

I sincerely urge you to reject the removal of the "Number of Times Married" question from the 2014 ACS.

Thank you,

Brad Hershbein

Economist

W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research
300 S. Westnedge Ave.

Kalamazoo, MI 49007-4686

269-385-0437 (voice)

269-343-3308 (fax)

hershbein@upjohn.org
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From: Jan Roeser

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: American Community Survey question revisions
Date: Monday, May 06, 2013 11:51:34 AM

Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am writing in an effort to communicate how crucial the American Community Survey is to so many
different disciplines each trying to make sense of our world here in the U.S. Dropping a question
such as ‘how many times one has been married’ cannot be picked up on another survey, especially
with the clout and required response rate of American Community Survey.

Please consider the comments of those end users, there will be others contacting you, and know
that this information is important. | work in state government and frequently am placed in situations
where conclusions must be drawn based on data. If American Community Survey were not
providing all that it does, decisions would continue be made but with less rationale and depth.
Please continue to provide that data.

Regards,

Jan Roeser

Jan Roeser | Regional Economist
Communications & Research

Idaho Department of Labor

420 Falls Avenue | Twin Falls, ID 83301-3320
208-735-2500 ext. 3639

Fax: 208-736-3007
Jan.Roeser@labor.idaho.gov

The information contained in this e-mail from the Idaho Department of Labor may be privileged, confidential or otherwise protected
from disclosure. People who share such information with unauthorized individuals may face penalties under state and federal law. If
you receive this e-mail in error, please reply to the sender that the e-mail has been received in error and delete this message.
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