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From: Brad Hilton

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS - Number of Times Married
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 5:09:06 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,

I heard that the ACS plans on dropping the "number of times married" question. |
would be severely disappointed if this occurred, please reconsider.

Best Regards,
Brad Hilton
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From: Roberto Fernandez

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: ACS and "number of times married"
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 7:38:07 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

| am a professor at MIT, and a frequent user of the American Community Survey. | writing to express
my strong sense that the proposal to drop the “number of times” married question from the survey
is very ill-conceived, and would significantly hamper researchers ability to study vitally important
issues related to family demography.

Sincerely,
Roberto Fernandez

Roberto M. Fernandez

Co-Director, Economic Sociology Ph.D Program
William F. Pounds Professor of Management
MIT Sloan School of Management

Room E62-387

100 Main Street

Cambridge, MA 02142-1347

Phone: 617 253-7256

FAX: 617 253-2660

E-mail: robertof@mit.edu

http://robertof.scripts.mit.edu
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From: Bhat. Prof. Vasanthakumar N.

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: vnb10l@gmail.com

Subject: ACS to Drop Marriage Question - Comments
Date: Sunday, May 12, 2013 6:45:03 PM

Dr. Brian Harris-Kojetin,
OMB desk officer,

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

This is regarding the notice in the Federal Register about Census Bureau’s plan to drop the question on "number
of times married” from the American Community Survey. | strongly feel that this variable should not be dropped.
In addition to providing statistical overview for each year, by comparing the previous year's ACS, it also provides
us valuable insights about what happened during the year. There are 63 scholarly articles containing the words
“the number of marriages” and “American community survey” since 2009 according to Google Scholar. There are
thousands of scholarly articles containing the words “number of marriages”. Number of marriages is a significant
variable in the analyzing policy issues relating to fertility, social security, taxation, healthcare including the
Medicare, children’s upbringing, divorce laws and so on. In an internet world, where most of the ACS forms are
filled electronically, only savings the Census Bureau gets by dropping this variable is a key entry per form. On the
other hand, dropping this variable puts an end to future research involving the number of marriages. Once again, |
strongly urge not to drop this question from the ACS.

Respectfully submitted,

Vasanthakumar N. Bhat, Ph.D.,

Lubin School of Business, Pace University,
New York, NY 10038

vbhat@pace.edu
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From: weiss.yoram@gmail.com on behalf of yoram weiss

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: Bernard Salanie; Pierre Chiappori
Subject: Acs

Date: Sunday, May 12, 2013 3:30:30 AM

Dear Professor Bharrsik

The current marriage market has a large turnover and many individuals
marry more than once. In particular those who divorce tend to remarry.
These facts are important for us who want to understand current
marriage patterns and more broadly the future of the family which is
now under some question.

So please continue to provide us with such data.

Yoram Weiss
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From: Nicholas Wolf

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: American Community Survey & Marriage Question
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 2:28:04 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am contacting you briefly with concern in response to the intention,
recently noted in the Federal Register of April 16, 2013, of the U.S.
Census Bureau to drop the "Number of Times Married question” from the
American Community Survey questionnaire form. Such a move would be a
significant blow to users of the ACS to document one of the most visible
social policy issues in recent years, the practice and attitudes of
Americans with regard to marriage.

No doubt federal agencies such as the Department of Commerce face
incredible challenges in current political climates, and the ACS has

been under unusually strong pressure over many years from outside forces
emnical to its continuance. However, well-informed citizens realize that

the ACS is a unique and vital means to know our society, and is useful

to everyone from businesses to academic researchers. Dropping the
marriage question serves to considerably weaken the effectiveness of the
ACS as this data provides what researchers have noted is the only
accurate means of measuring divorce rates and marriage trends across the
population.

As such, | strongly urge that this question be retained as part of the ACS.
Many thanks for your time,

Dr. Nicholas Wolf

Nicholas Wolf

Assistant Professor/Faculty Fellow
Glucksman Ireland House

New York University
nicholas.wolf@nyu.edu
nmwolf.net



mailto:nicholas.wolf@nyu.edu

mailto:Brian_A._Harris-Kojetin@omb.eop.gov




From: matt carmichael

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Subject: Changing ACS questions

Date: Friday, May 10, 2013 10:33:41 AM
Hi-

I saw the notice in the federal register about the removal of the "number of times
married" question from the ACS. | would respectfully ask that the question be kept in
the survey. As a journalist, and author of a forthcoming book on demographic
trends, | often rely on Census data in my research. Questions such as these are very
important for examining social trends and trends in household structure.

Perhaps this would be a good subject to discuss on the Census blog to facilitate a
more transparent process and present the Bureau's case for dropping this question?
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Matt Carmichael

Matt Carmichael
Vice-president, Journal Communications

Editor, livability.com

mattc@livability.com
847.969.LIVE (5483)
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From: Megan Deepti P Thomas
To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: Comment on ACS dropping question on "Number of Times Married"

Date: Friday, May 10, 2013 7:36:19 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am a graduate student in Economics at the University of Texas at Austin and I am
writing about the proposed change in the ACS of removing the question on 'number
of times married'.

| feel removing this question would become a serious handicap in studying US family
structure and stability, and analyzing trends in marriage, divorce and fertility rates.
The United States has a high magnitude for 'the number of times married' statistic
and there is considerable research interest in how family stability affects children's
development in terms of education attainment, health and emotional well-being.
Since the ACS is the most reliable source of information on number of times married,
in the interest of research that relies heavily on this information | request you not to
remove this question from the ACS.

Thank you.

Yours Sincerely,
Megan D. Thomas
Graduate Student

Department of Economics
The University of Texas at Austin
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From: Michael Scholz

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marriage Question on American Community Survey
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 12:53:34 PM

Please do not take the question out on how many times married. This is vital information for
business, demographics, and family research.

Sincerely,

Michael Scholz

PhD Instructional Assistant
Department of Geography
Texas State University
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From: Steven Laufer

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Marriage question in the ACS
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 12:19:16 AM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I am an economist working for the federal government. Among my research
interests, | study the effects of family structure on choices in the labor market and
on other economic outcomes. | understand that the ACS is planning to drop the
guestion on number of times married. | think this would be a mistake and would
limit our ability to answer questions that are important both for policy and for our
general understanding of family dynamics. | urge you to leave this question in the
survey. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Best wishes,

Dr. Steven Laufer
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From: weiss.yoram@gmail.com on behalf of yoram weiss

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: Bernard Salanie; Pierre Chiappori
Subject: Re: Acs

Date: Sunday, May 12, 2013 3:37:44 AM

> Dear Dr Harris Kojetin

> The current marriage market has a large turnover and many individuals
> marry more than once. In particular those who divorce tend to remarry.
> These facts are important for us who want to understand current

> marriage patterns and more broadly the future of the family which is

> now under some question.

>

> So please continue to provide us with such data.

>

> Yoram Weiss
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From: Vivian cisneros

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: Re: Do not drop "number of times married" from the American Community Survey.
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 12:34:12 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

Please do not drop the question on "number of times married" from the American
Community Survey. This is a statistic vital for understanding blended families, and
the ACS survey has been the only reliable source for this type of information.

Thank you.

~ Vivian Cisneros

Mrs. Vivian Cisneros, MSLS, NBCT
Library Media Specialist

Newcastle High School

101 N Main

Newcastle, OK 73065-4104
405-387-6331
vcisnero@newcastle.k12.0k.us

Join the GREEN Project#

Do not print this e-mail unless it is necessary.

"The happiest people don't have the best of everything, they just make

the best of everything they have." Anon.
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From: Bernard Salanie

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian

Cc: P. A. Chiappori; Yoram Weiss; Alfred Galichon

Subject: "Number of Times Married" question in American Community Survey
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 9:51:39 AM

Dear Dr Harris-Kojetin

I am writing to express serious concern at the current proposal to remove this
guestion from the ACS. My colleagues and | have been relying on the ACS in our
current work, including two papers under revision for the American Economic Review
and for the Review of Economic Studies; some of our graduate students also use the
ACS.

There has been a lot of interest in the last ten years in applying new methods to
study the changes in marriage patterns, and their relationship to developments in
the labor market. First unions are clearly extremely different from second or later
unions, and not having this question in the survey any more would severely curtail
our ability to shed light on these important issues.

Thank you for taking this into consideration.
Yours

Bernard Salanie

Vice chair

Department of Economics
Columbia University
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From: John G. Bullock

To: Harris-Kojetin. Brian
Subject: comment on 78 FR 22511 (proposed changes to the American Community Survey)
Date: Saturday, May 11, 2013 2:31:22 PM

Dear Dr. Harris-Kojetin,

I hope that this message finds you well. I'm a
professor of political science at Yale; | am writing to you
about 78 FR 22511 (document number 2013-08876),
which proposes changes to the Census Bureau's
American Community Survey. | am a regular user of the
American Community Survey.

Most of the proposed changes look fine to me.
But one is distressing: the proposal to eliminate the
"number of times married" question on the ACS.

Other surveys contain questions like those in the
ACS. But none of them rival the ACS for quality:
relative to the ACS, the others are beset by
nonresponse issues and a host of other problems. If
we drop the marriage question from the ACS, our
understanding of marriage as an institution in American
life is going to be crippled. | don't see a way around
this outcome—save to keep the question in the ACS.

Sincerely,
John Bullock

John G. Bullock
http://bullock.research.yale.edu

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science
Resident Fellow, Institution for Social and Policy Studies
Yale University

PO Box 208209, New Haven CT 06520-8209
203-285-8879
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From: Elizabeth Oltmans Ananat

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: elimination of number of marriages question from the ACS
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 4:18:24 PM

Dear Dr. Harris- Kojetin,

| am shocked and disheartened to hear of plans to eliminate the question on number of times
married from the ACS. This question could not be more vital for understanding and evaluating US
public policy, as it is the only way to get a good understanding of marital instability in this country.
Marital instability is a serious public policy issue of concern to Americans across the political,
economic, and social spectrum. Understanding how marital instability is changing is of continuing
interest to policymakers, as are the ways that public policy affects and is affected by marital
instability. | have used data from this question myself many times, both in academic research on the
impact of divorce on women and children and in policy work for the federal government.

Please do not allow this vital question to disappear. Doing so would severely compromise our ability
to make good public policy for children and families.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Oltmans Ananat

Assistant Professor of Public Policy and Economics, Duke University

National Affiliate, National Poverty Center, University of Michigan

Former Senior Economist for Labor, Education, and Welfare, White House Council of Economic
Advisers

(919)613-7302

eoananat@duke.edu
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From: Olivia Garcia-Quifiones

To: Harris-Kojetin, Brian
Subject: regarding American Community Survey
Date: Sunday, May 12, 2013 5:39:35 PM

Hello, Dr. Harris-Kojetin:

| recently became aware that the Census Bureau may drop a question regarding
number of times married. As a researcher on American families, |1 hope this question
remains in the American Community Survey. It is vital to research like mine that
focuses on families, domestic violence and social welfare so | urge you to keep this
guestion in order for research to continue to provide adequate scholarship on the
United States population.

Thank you,
Olivia

Olivia Garcia-Quifiones

Doctoral Candidate

UCLA - Political Science

Teaching Fellow, UCLA Center for American Politics & Public Policy
1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20036
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