
[@ROANIOKE TRADE
International Insurance Brokers Since 1935

September 5r.2OA7

U.S. Customs anC,Sorder Protection
I nf o r'nra t lo.n.. Serv*ed+ C,$i.lt"p - *, R ooq ^B r,p C
1300 Pennsylvanie AveSgfi , NW
Washi'nEton.'DC AAZZ:9r

RE: Csn+rnents L Paperwork Reduction Act - Irn@rtation Bond Structure

Dear  S i r  o r  Madam,

These comments are prepared based on the July L2, 2007, Federal Register notice [72 FR
380941 concern ing the form CBP-301,  more commonly known as the Customs Bond.
Roanoke Trade Services an insurance broker that special izes in providing insurance products
for the international trade community, including Customs bonds, The surety companies we
represent are the underwriters for in excess of 200,000 bonds each year.

The Customs bond requires the signature of the surety company's agent, and that agent
must also disclose his Identif ication Number. This number faci l i tates the verif ication by CBP
tif tne agent'srauthority to'bind thelsuiety, ibased bn a previou'sly f l ted power of attorney
form CBP-5297.iCurrentl l ieBP regulations'[19 CFRtttS.Zllgl(1Xii)]  st ipulate that this
iclentif ication number is the'Sbcial bi:curity. rruinber of ' the surety agent. Typical ly, the bond
is  executec l  in  such a manner that ' i t  

' r  
u  3.pai t idocument  so that  CBP, the bond pr inc ipa l ,

and the surety  a l l  have a copy of  the bond.  This  ident i f icat ion number usual iy  appears on a l l
copies, Further, a'bond iopy may be the subject of FOiA iequests or' 'appear as an exhibit or
appendix  to 'pubi ic  records such as cour t  f i l ings,  where suCh d isc losure 'may pot  conceal  the
identif ication nu mber,

In  an age of  an increasing f requency of  ident i ty  thef t ,  i t  might  be prudent  that  CBP
transit ion from a policy that the identif ication number be the social security number of the
agent  and adopt  a pol icy  that  CBP ass ign a unique ident i f icat ion number to  an ind iv idual
that desires to be a surety's attorney in fact. This would be similar to how CBP assigns
fore ign corporat ions and ind iv iduals  a "Customs Assigned" impor ter  number;  CBP would s t i l l
have a unique number against  which i t  can conf i r rn  POA author i ty ,  and personal ' in fo . rmat ion
such as the surety agent's social security number wglta_ n9t be visible to the,general public.

We recognize that this request may be bqyontl ' the scoiej iol ' the Federal Register,nbtice for
comments since it  implementing our recon'l f f iendation would involve a change to CBP
regulations anC the form CBP Sigz. However, we dicJlwantto bUon recbrd 5y bringingri. t  to
CBP's attention. Thank you for the opportdri i ty to provid'e'comm6nt:, ' ; ' : :  i  i : I '1' ! '  I  r i  ' :" '
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