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Stibject: Conunents by Northern Natural Gas Concerning the Proposed Revision to the 
Infornlation Collection for the National Pipeline Mapping System 

Deai -  Pipeliiue aiici Hazarclous Materials Safety Adnlinistration: 

In reference to the notice of inquiry that was published July 30, 2014, in the Federal 
Register conceilling a request for revision of a previously approved information 
collection for the National Pipeline Mapping Systeni, Northern Natural Gas offers tlie 
attached comnlents, sununarized below, for your consideration. 

• Nortliern Natural Gas believes the Pipeline and fIazardous Materials Safety 
Adlilillistl'atioil Should nlalntalll tlie eXl.sting attllbutes collected for the National 
Plpelllle Mapplilg Systeln as the Cuffellt systeril colltlritles to plovlde nlelllbel•s of the 
public appTopl'late coiltact lilfoTlnatioll fol' plpelilles as atlthol'ized by tlle 
2002 Pipeline Safety Act. Additionally, Northern Nattiral Gas believes the use of tlie 
existing anilual Department of Transportation nlileage report data and on-site audits 
provide the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration sufficient data 
within a systein-specific context as neecled for risk ranking pipeline operators. 

• Northern Natural Gas believes the Pipeline and IIazat•(ious Materials Safety 
Achninisti•ation should inaintain the existing attributes collected foi• the National 
Pipeline Mapping Systeni in corisideration of the work accomplislied by the integrity 
nianagelnent progratns to properly account for accuracy in liigh-consequence areas 
and also sllould considet expancling the existing requirement to Class 3 and Class 4 
locations. 

• Nortliern Nattiral Gas believes the inchision of the proposed adclitional attributes and 
the associated mainteilance of tliis data would be btlydensotne for operators atid 
regulators to nlaintain and would not add significant value to the public or to state and 
loeal enlergency response plaiuiing. For exaniple, the 16 general attributes nlay apply 



to a single pipeline, but the proposed, expatnded list of 42 attributes may split the 
same line into himdreds of segnlents if the pipe llad any nlaintenance history or 
modifications. 

• The National Pipeliiie Mapping System should be able to cite the nlileage and the 
percentage of total mileage that are within 50 feet already. Pi'oviding thls iilfo1111atioll 
to the industry would ,justify or negate iticreasiiig the position accuracy requii•ements 
beyond what is required in the National Pipeline Mapping Systexn. 

• Northern Natw•al Gas believes the proposed recluired positional acctiracy of 50 feet 
for all pipelines and 5 feet foi• pipeline segnients located witliin Class 3, Class 4 and 
higll-consequence areas are not consistent with any survey accuracy quality standard 
or aerial pllotography standards. Although this level of acctuacy may not liave been 
intended in the proposed revision, the outconie is that pipelines will have a positional 
accuracy of +3.3 feet or ±30 feet. The cost for Nortlleili Natural Gas to obtain this 
survey acctu•acy has a preliminaiy estitnlate of $15 million. 

• Northez•n Natural Gas believes encouu•aging contact and collaboratioll betweeji 
pipeline operatoi -s a»ci the public, developers and emergency responders is in the best 
interest of all pat - ties in ensuring communities are prepared and can execute response 
operations durirng uicidents. 

• Northern Natural Gas believes that providing excavatois with nlore information on 
the size or pressure of a pipeline tlirough the National Pipeline Mapping Systenl 
would undei•tnine the efforts of One Call legislation. Thia•d-party danlage is the 
lead'uig cause of natural gas pipeline incidents and often times, the root cause is 
faihre of the excavator to coritact the state One Call ceiiter. 

• Northern Natural Gas believes the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Adnlinistt•ation should provide pipeline opei•ators infoi'nlatloll on how lt is woTlCillg. 
witllin the fi•amework of the National Infrastructure Ptotection Plan to protect 
sensitive secut•ity infoz•rrnation regarding critical 1nfTastl'uctuYe. Answers to the 
proposed expanded attcibutes already are subnlitted in a tabular format by state in tlle 
anntial nlileage report to the Department of Transportation. The concern of pipeline 
operators is how increased aniounts of electronically transmitted data increase the 
overall security risk to a greater nutnber of pipelines and facilities. 

Northern Natural Gas also has security concertls regarding open access to the pipeline 
attributes in a mapping eiivirornnent, specifically how individuals or oi•ganizations 
could use that data to adversely target pipeline assets. Much of the requested data in 
the izlformation collection already exists ul the public domain with the ultinlate goal 
being pipeline safety; however, the attribute data being proposed for inclusion on the 
National Pipeline Mapping System provides potential adversaries with 
location-specific, technical iiiforination that would increase the pi•obability an attack 
could be successfiil. 

The points listed abovc are explained fiu•tlier in the attached document. 
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Thank yotl for the opportunity to subnlit conunents on these proposecl changes to the 
previously appt•oved iTiformation collection for tlie National Pipeline Mapping Systein. 
Noa•thern Natural Gas looks forward to continuing to work with the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administiation and other key stakeholders to acidi•ess tlle best 
ways to increase pipeline safety tising a teclvlically based approach basecl ou solicl 1•isk 
inanagement principles. 

IZes~ctftilly subnlitted, 

Gary Kricllati 
Manager, Pipeline Integrity anci Corrosion 
Northei•tl Natural Gas Coinpany 
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