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:>ear j i r s , 

I an a cu&ton harvf^stpr and a rcsmber of liS Custom HarvesLtiXS I n o , , our t r ad^ 

orp,anl7.-it.ion. Tr.*;-.sf proposed r u l e s w i l l put r.ost ha rves t e r s oi:-t. or bus ines s . 

Our citF:iniy.At ton work^jd with a d r i ve r trainin>\ school in t h e rvad-^O's t h a t only 

produced 5 driverii in 3 y e a r s . Your one s i ze f i t s a l l approach :.o dr ivoi 

t ra in inp . has bf-er a d i s a s t e r for our i ndus t ry , 

lu :iv oper?itio:i t rucks are r a r s l y dr iven ovfir 20000 railes in oft"? y^^ar. 

Less t?;an. ÔOv? :[:ll=?ii &Tfi ^ven on paved roads , ^e jtavc a d i f f e ren t typn of 

drivinfi and hazards chat v;s- nopd t o t r a i n our d r i v e r s t o handle . We ar:^ alreadv 

spsrdinij; r o r e tirr*:: t r s i r i n g our d r i v e r s ti^an you arc requiring; in t h i s prorosai 

bur vou art: takirii?'. away ny rip.ht t o t r a i n rny own enpioyees. 

Mv WDTK i s seaKOnai and ^̂ e usua l ly h^rv^st frore mid ;• av through Novcnb-cr. 

Wf' do not have any year-rox.ind c-roloyees exxept for rcy family. ;,ju^ to tne nature: 

of oi.sr drivins; vp rsavf found tha t ws have b e t t e r d r ive r s if ve rio our nwn 

t r a in in? . . i .xrprisnced d r i v e r s a re not ^va i l ab l a t o do s^'asoral VOTK anri the 

d r i v e r s tha t arr- ayai lanl t : come v i i h too many bad dr iv ing hab i t s arc are rurc 

very t r a i n a h i e wr̂ en i t -"omt'S t o oft pavci'ient d r i v i n g . Ab cusitOT!: n^srve^ters ŵ  

art> t>ntry i»;vf.i t n p l o y s r s . >iost of our erripLoyeos use t h i s job aw a steopini!;-

s t o n p . t o jjaln chv s k i l l s th^v need for th.:'ir chos«n careers snd to i;-arn morî y 

to futhfsr riL^ir educa t ions . 
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My personal obs5>rvat.ions sepm t o ind ica to tha t the bs'st drivr^rs had 

sojni:onn t o 'nentor thî n .̂ Vihen they s t a r t e d t h e i r ca rpe r s , fr'any d r ive r s had tiitiir 

s t a r t vorKirig *nr harvp-stprs or fartr.prs who can c lose ly supervise' th.ifrr; in a 

r u r a l f;r;viron,?"ent doing short hauls t o fan" storaRi:' or to the Ico^l '>levator, 

Thrj lo r s l t-i,?vDtoT- i s usua l lv the c loses t i a t i l i t v v i t h r a i l r o a d ssirvir? , Thv 

r=xrri::ptior: for cufitorr ha rves te r s found i r '''9Cii-19l. 2a is vftry iih~.-::<i-',\y c;-iined. 

A? jiTP OTi-y allQvscl •;<> t r a n s s o r t Riain I'rur thv; f i e id to the f i r s t point of un-

loadin^s; arid nove equinn^ent and suppl ies to f3.rn:s Khpre WR work. Dufr to wi:iather 

condi t ions and the uncer ta in ty caused by veather f ac to r s thv? co^nnierciiil t rucking 

compani^^s aro not ava i l ab l e to do the Rrain t r a n s p o r t a t i o n frorr, the f i e l d . Thi? 

h.eavy t ruuks that I use ara desiiitned to handle the off road driving-, and do not 

vorV. w«l i t o t ranspor t i!;rain aver ionR distanC';:s. We not only t r a i n our (iriviris 

to op&ratp r>ur typ& of tt-quinrnont va a lso s t r u c t u r e our t raining, to tne ind iv idua ls 

a b i l i t i p s . This can oe done when you only hav? to t r a i n a small nu:i;:>er eech 

yovar. '^e usual ly t r a i n '< t o 6 d r i v e r s each year . A very s:TialI nunhnrr of new 

d r i v e r s corns? frorr; accredi ted prograiTiS, The d r ive r shortage vs already a 

proble'". in. the truck in?, industry and. thesp rfiquireTr^.ents K H I only a;iJ to t h i s 

shortage", •'an I s.ccredit sny t r a i n i n g proRre.r in a cost effect iv-? ::ip,nn<n:; 

I -end t o do tiy ti.s.lnin(5 in Apri l and the neares t accredi ted prograr.. i s ovs^r 

I'iC rr.i li^s irony :;-;y horoer. 

i'T'il nas iabhif'3 for y^ars for a mandat-f: th^it a l l C;)L d r ive r s have to be 

t r a ined hy on«- of t h e i r rnp-nbpr in&t i t u t i o n s . Jo thsy have data on how many of 

t h e i r graduates .irft s t i l l drivinf, for the san.e ca.rri€-r aftr-r 1 yearV Vau soov; 

tha t those schools t r a i n lOGOO dr ive r s each ypar but v-e need over iGi)OC x\f-\i 

driv.-'r?; <5ach y:nar. Tlit Esystert; t h a t you art" proposing cannot supply the needed 

driv<;rs. Alr-ost sverytninii t ha t we consurr!« t r a v e l s at some point by t ruck . 

A d r ive r anortaxc- t-;ill hurt our whole econorr;y and drlvi? up the cost of notst. iter.-.i 

t h a t Wrt consuT;^. I T J I ' S nemoer i n s t i t u t i o n s wi l l p rof i t frorrr t h i s requlr'Sir.ent 

hut they oanriOt show rhat t h e i r s raduat fs are as safe as other entry 1 ev^-l d r ive r s 

I a l so havv! <i prabl«:.-. with c a r r i e r s tna t want a piecft of papv:r in t h e i r 

f i l ^ tna t shows an r^ntry iovei! d r ive r has thi; ; t r a i n i n g so rh&y do not iiavf' t o 

do any add i t i ona l t r a i n i n g , Wrien •«>? h i re an ontry leveiL dri.ver we tnive a duty 

to the. drivinfi, publi.c and a r^oral ob l iga t ion to our omoloypos to ensure that 

our <irivor5 can isafej.y operate the pquipr(*;nt entru^tf^ri to thprn. I no rsot 

understand \chv y.-j-.j want to take? away tty duty and ristht to t r a i n my own di ivt r ts 

and inioosiT a more coKCly trainins^ progrart on ine. I can sê -r l a r s e c a r r i e r s -jsini?, 

these projt.'irarr-rs to help t r a i n t h e i r sn t ry IPVPI d r i ve r s but thoBo of us t ha t are 

in j incc ia l i ty f i e l d s should be able to t r a i n for our type of driving! without 

t ra in inp, the.Ti for sone p o t e n t i a l future cirnployer. 
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Your study diet not identify any statistically significant diffarence bg'twe.;.:n 

trained and un traine^d d:̂ ivers with reguard to crash frequonoy. Voj also found 

no stati.uticaily valid relationship betwfif'n specific typ«6 and ar;ounts of 

traininr. and erash rat^.s. I asum^ that th--̂  drivers that ar.i considered untrainv>d 

are tns- ones that weit̂  crain^d by enployers and not hy ac(;rf?dit»d instititions. 

The syster^ that vs proposed here vill not improve in- safety and it nay cauKe 

us to )>•? Iri.'-i* saff>. lipase do not rorcf an unprovp-n systerii on L;S. 

Hespcctfullv Submitted, 

Richard u. Varris 


