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Comment: My name is Kara Helget and I am from Wisconsin. I rely on the
USDA Farm to School Census to help grow farm to school efforts
in my community by using it to write grants, develop
AmeriCorps Farm to School goals, and to compare the local
purchases between school districts in the state and nationally
to gain support from the administration. To ensure that the
Census remains a relevant and impactful tool, I recommend the
following changes or considerations: - Having school districts
report on spending from the previous school year may lead to
inaccuracies that underestimate local purchasing happening in
my community. - I appreciate the opportunity to see which
school districts have not completed the Census before it
closes. Being able to send reminders to school districts that
have yet to respond increases or response rate and better
reflects the farm to school efforts occurring in my community.
- Please be advised that school food authorities are
incredibly busy with commodities purchasing in January and
February. Requesting that the Census be completed at this time
would decrease our response rate and not accurately reflect
the farm to school efforts in my community. - Generally, the
length of the survey (22 pages) takes a toll on busy food
service directors. Opportunities to celebrate their efforts,
like the One in a Melon award, are helpful in communicating
the importance of their work. - I would like to be able to
provide more information on my farm to school activities. For
example, a comment box in what was question 30 in the 2015
Census would allow me to report how many farmers or other
stakeholders are engaged in our farm to school efforts. - I
would like to be able to report on produce from my school
garden entering the school meal program. Thanks for the
opportunity to provide some feedback, Kara
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