OMB Nonsubstantive Change Request

Department: Commerce

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau

Title: American Community Survey Methods Panel Tests, 2020 Specialized Mail Materials
Test

OMB Control Number: 0607-0936

Expiration Date: 08/31/2021

Request: The U.S. Census Bureau plans to conduct additional research under the American
Community Survey (ACS) Methods Panel Tests clearance to test the efficacy of ACS mail
materials with decennial census messaging during a decennial census. The Census Bureau
proposes to conduct a national self-response test with the ACS production sample from March
through September 2020. No additional burden is expected.

Background: Households in sample for the ACS in 2020 are legally required to complete both
the ACS and the decennial census. Receiving two sets of mailings in one calendar year can be
confusing to respondents, which can increase the perception that the ACS is burdensome and
intrusive and decrease the rate of self-response. During the 2010 Census, ACS response rates
were higher than usual in the first few months of the year but were lower than usual in the spring
and summer months (see Chesnut and Davis 2011, Baumgardner 2013). The increased response
rates early in the year were attributed to the decennial census communications campaign, while
the decrease later in the year was attributed to respondent confusion or burden, as respondents
had already filled out their decennial census form.

To mitigate these issues for 2020, a set of modified mail materials were developed with language
that directly addresses the difference between the ACS and the 2020 Census, in order to
differentiate the two. These materials will be used during the main response period for the 2020
Census, March through September. The 2020 ACS language modifications are based on an
evaluation conducted by the Census Bureau in 2010 to examine the use of modified language,
color, and branding to create a distinct identity for the ACS (see Chesnut and Davis 2011).
Additionally, cognitive interviews of the 2020 ACS materials were conducted in the fall of 2018
(report forthcoming).

Timeline: This test is being planned as part of the ACS March through September 2020 panels,
adhering to the same data collection protocols as production ACS.

Method: The Census Bureau will compare two treatments using a randomized controlled
experiment. From March through September, the ACS will use mail materials that help clarify
that these mailings are not for the 2020 Census. This will be the control treatment for the
experiment and will be sent to approximately 264,000 sampled addresses each month. The
experimental treatment will not contain the modified language but otherwise will be the same as
the control materials. These materials will be sent to approximately 24,000 sampled addresses
each month from March through September. Note that the materials used for the experimental
treatment are the same materials that will be used for ACS production for the remainder of the
year (January, February, and October through December).



Analysis Metrics: The Census Bureau will assess the effect of decennial census messaging in
ACS materials by comparing the control and experimental treatments response rates—overall, by
mode, and by month.

Sample: The test will employ a sample size of approximately 264,000 addresses in the control
and 24,000 in the experimental treatment each month. This results in a total sample size of
approximately 2,016,000 housing unit addresses. This sample size is designed to detect a
difference of less than 1 percentage point between the self-response rates of the control and
experimental treatments at the national level by month.

Use of Incentives: None.

Burden: There is no change in burden to the public associated with this test, as this test uses
production ACS sample. The burden to the public will fall within the burden hours estimated in
the request submitted by the Census Bureau to the Office of Management and Budget for
authorization to conduct the ACS Methods Panel tests.
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Attachment: Mail Materials for the 2020 Specialized Mail Materials Test
30 Day Federal Register Notice
ACS Methods Panel Burden Hour Tracker

Contact Information:
Please contact the following individuals for further information about this test:

Data Collection: Statistical Aspects:

Jennifer Ortman Elizabeth Poehler

American Community Survey Office Decennial Statistical Studies Division
U.S. Census Bureau U.S. Census Bureau

Washington, D.C. 20233 Washington, D.C. 20233
301-763-5750 (301) 763-9305
Jennifer.M.Ortman@census.gov Elizabeth.A.Poehler@census.gov


https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2013/acs/2013_Baumgardner_01.html
https://www.census.gov/library/working-papers/2011/acs/2011_Chesnut_01.html

Attachment: Mail Materials for the 2020 Specialized Mail Materials Test

Mail Materials Summary

Mailing Mail Material Control Experimental How the
Treatment Treatment Control
Form Number | Form Number | Treatment is
different from
the
Experimental
Treatment
Initial Mailing | Envelope ACS-461MZ ACS-46IM Form number is
(2020) (2020) different to help
with processing
Letter ACS-13(LZ) ACS-13(L) 2020 Census
(2020) (2020) language and
FAQs included
Instruction Card | ACS-34 IM ACS-34 IM No difference
Multilingual ACS-9 (2020) ACS-9 (2020) No difference
Brochure
Second Mailing | Pressure Seal ACS-20(LZ) ACS-20(L) 2020 Census
Mailer (2020) (2020) language
included
Third Mailing | Envelope ACS-46(2) ACS-46 (2020) | Form number is
(2020) different to help
with processing
Letter ACS-14(LZ) ACS-14(L) 2020 Census
(2020) (2020) language and
FAQs included
Questionnaire ACS-1(X) ACS-1(X) No difference
(2020) (2020)

Return Envelope

6385-47 (2020)

6385-47 (2020)

No difference

Fourth Mailing | Reminder ACS-29 (2020) | ACS-29 (2020) | No difference
Postcard

Fifth Mailing Pressure Seal ACS-23(L) ACS-23(L) No difference
Mailer (2020) (2020)




Initial Mailing — Envelope for the Control and Experimental Treatments

There is no 2020 Census-specific language on the Control Treatment envelope; the form number
on the back of the envelope is different from the Experimental Treatment to help with processing
at the National Processing Center.

o B
fw\ United States®
Census PRESORTED
; : FIRST-CLASS MAIL
%*@ @j — Fureau POSTAGE & FEES PAID
gy U.S. Census Bureau
Permit Mo. G-58

U.5. Census Bureau
Mational Processing Center
1201 E. 10th 5t.
Jeffersonville, IN 47132

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Panaky for Private Use 5300

OPEN IMMEDIATELY

The American Community Survey

YOUR RESPONSE IS
REQUIRED BY LAW




Initial Mailing — Control Treatment (front)
The second paragraph contains two sentences with 2020 Census-specific language.

Fg \5;'\ United States
&, Census

Bureau
U.5. Census Bureau
Washington, DC 20233
Office of the Director

A message from the Director of the U.S. Census Bureau:

Your address has been randomly selected by the U.S. Census Bureau to participate in the
American Community Survey. The Census Bureau conducts this survey each year to give our
country an up-to-date picture of how we live — including our education, housing, and jobs.

The American Community Survey is not the 2020 Census. This survey asks questions about
topics not on the 2020 Census, such as veteran status, transportation, and internet access.
Communities across the country rely on information from this survey to decide where important
services are needed, including:

¢ Improving roads and reducing traffic
¢ Building schools
¢ Planning for the health care needs of the elderly

I Respond now at https://respond.census.gov/acs

Your response is required by U.S. law.
Because your household has been asked to participate on behalf of your community, it is vital
that you complete this survey to help meet critical needs in your area.

If you are unable to complete the survey online, we will send you a paper questionnaire in a
few weeks. The Census Bureau is using the internet to collect this information to conserve natural
resources, save taxpayers’ money, and process data more efficiently.

If you need help completing the survey or have questions, please call our toll-free number

(1-800-354-7271).

Thank you in advance for your prompt response.

Sincerely,

%Zﬁ?ﬂ%

Steven D. Dillingham

Enclosures

American Community Survey data help determine the annual distribution of
more than $675 billion in federal funds to communities nationwide.

ACS-13(LZH2020) (08-27-2019) Census.gov




Initial Mailing — Control Treatment (back)
The first two FAQs discuss the 2020 Census.

Is the American Community Survey the same as the 2020 Census?
No, the American Community Survey (ACS) is different from the 2020 Census.

The ACS shows how we live—our education, housing, jobs, and more. The ACS provides
information about the social and economic needs of your community every year.

The census is conducted once every 10 years to provide an official count of the entire U.S.
population to Congress.

Can you use my 2020 Census answers for the American Community Survey?

Your answers to the 2020 Census cannot be used for the American Community Survey (ACS).
The ACS includes questions about topics not on the 2020 Census, such as education,
employment, internet access, and transportation.

Will my response be confidential?

Yes. The U.S. Census Bureau is required by law to protect this information. The Census Bureau is
not permitted to publicly release your responses in a way that could identify you. We are
conducting this survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Sections 141 and
193. Federal law protects your privacy and keeps your answers confidential (Title 13, United
States Code, Section 9). Per the Federal Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015, your data are
protected from cybersecurity risks through screening of the systems that transmit your data.

Am | required to fill out the survey?

Yes. Your response to this survey is required by law (Title 13, U.S. Code, Sections 141, 193, and
221). Title 13, as changed by Title 18, imposes a penalty for not responding. As a randomly
selected representative of your community, you are the voice of your neighbers and peers. To
create an accurate picture of your community, it is critical that you respond.

How will the Census Bureau use the information | provide?

By law, the Census Bureau can only use your responses to produce statistics. Your information
will be used in combination with information from other households to produce data for your
community. Similar data will be produced for communities across Puerto Rico and the United
States.

We may combine your answers with information that you gave to other agencies to enhance the
statistical uses of these data. This information will be given the same protections as your survey
information. Based on the information that you provide, you may be asked to participate in
other Census Bureau surveys that are voluntary.




Initial Mailing — Experimental Treatment (front)
There is no 2020 Census-specific language in this letter.

f’"ﬂ %\ United States
&, | Census

Bureau
U.5. Census Bureau
Washington, DC 20233
Office of the Director

A message from the Director of the U.S. Census Bureau:

Your address has been randomly selected by the U.S. Census Bureau to participate in the
American Community Survey. The Census Bureau conducts this survey each year to give our
country an up-to-date picture of how we live — including our education, housing, and jobs.

Communities across the country rely on information from this survey to decide where important
services are needed, including:

* Improving roads and reducing traffic
# Building schools
# Planning for the health care needs of the elderly

Respond now at https://respond.census.gov/acs

Your response is required by U.S. law.
Because your household has been asked to participate on behalf of your community, it is vital
that you complete this survey to help meet critical needs in your area.

Iif you are unable to complete the survey online, we will send you a paper questionnaire in a
few weeks. The Census Bureau is using the internet to collect this information to conserve natural
resources, save taxpayers' money, and process data more efficiently.

If you need help completing the survey or have questions, please call our toll-free number
(1-800-354-7271).

Thank you in advance for your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Jﬁlﬁ?.{ﬂ%

Steven D. Dillingham

Enclosures

American Community Survey data help determine the annual distribution of
more than $675 billion in federal funds to communities nationwide.

ACS ALY Z020) (06-02-201%) CEnsus.gov




Initial Mailing — Experimental Treatment (back)
There is no 2020 Census-specific language in this letter.

Will my response be confidential?

Yes. The U.5. Census Bureau is required by law to protect this information. The Census Buresau is
not permitted to publicly release your responses in a way that could identify you. We are
conducting this survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Sections 141 and
193. Federal law protects your privacy and keeps your answers confidential (Title 13, United
States Code, Section 9). Per the Federal Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015, your data are
protected from cybersecurity risks through screening of the systems that transmit your data.

Am | required to fill out the survey?

‘Yes. Your response to this survey is required by law (Title 13, U.S. Code, Sections 141, 193, and
221). Title 13, as changed by Title 18, imposes a penalty for not responding. As a randomly
selected representative of your community, you are the voice of your neighbors and peers. To
create an accurate picture of your community, it is critical that you respond.

How will the Census Bureau use the information | provide?

By law, the Census Bureau can only use your responses to produce statistics. Your information
will be used in combination with information from other households to produce data for your

community. Similar data will be produced for communities across Puerto Rico and the United

States.

We may combine your answers with information that you gave to other agencies to enhance the
statistical uses of these data. This information will be given the same protections as your survey
information. Based on the information that you provide, you may be asked to participate in
other Census Bureau surveys that are voluntary.




Initial Mailing — Instruction Card (front and back) for the Control and Experimental Treatments

There is no 2020 Census-specific language on the Instruction Card.

United States® #. %N p Sy
Census American Community Survey

=TT

Go to https://frespond.census.gov/acs to complete the American Community Survey online.

(Vea el otro lado
para espariol.)

IMPORTANT: You will need information from the address label on this card to log in. If you need help or have
questions about the American Community Survey, call the toll-free number 1-800-354-7271.

United States®

Census American Community Survey

o Bureau I

Vaya a https://respond.census.gov/acs para completar la Encuesta sobre la Comunidad Estadounidense por
Internet en espafiol.

ATENCION: Necesitar4 informacién que aparece en la etiqueta en el otro lado de esta tarjeta para iniciar la sesion.
Si usted necesita ayuda para llenar la encuesta o tiene preguntas acerca de la Encuesta sobre la Comunidad

Estadounidense, llame sin cargo al 1-877-833-5625.

See other side for English.

ACS-34 IM (2-13-2019)



Initial Mailing — Multilingual Brochure for the Control and Experimental Treatments

There is no 2020 Census-specific language on the Multilingual Brochure.

The U.S. Census Bureau is conducting
the American Community Survey

In a few days you will receive

an American Community Survey
questionnaire in the mail. Because
you are living in the United States,
you are required by law to respond
to this survey. If you have questions

about the form, please call us toll-free
at 1-800-354-7271

What is the American Community
Survey?

The American Community Survey is
an important survey conducted by
the Census Bureau. It is designed to
give communities current information
about its people and housing.

In order to make well-informed
decisions, a community needs
accurate and reliable information.

By responding to this survey, you are
helping your community to get this
kind of information.

Will my answers to this survey be kept
confidential?

Yes. The U.S. Census Bureau is
required by law to keep your
information confidential. The Census
Bureau is not permitted to publicly
release your responses in a way that
could identify you. Per the Federal
Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of
2015, your data are protected from
cybersecurity risks through screening
of the systems that transmit your data.

La Oficina del Censo de los Estados
Unidos esta realizando la Encuesta

sobre la Comunidad Estadounidense

En unos dias, recibira por correo un
cuestionario de la Encuesta sobre la
Comunidad Estadounidense. Como usted
estd viviendo en los Estados Unidos, l1a ley
exige que usted responda a esta encuesta.
5i tiene preguntas sobre el cuestionario,
llamenos al 1-877-833-5625 para hablar
con uno de nuestros empleados que habla
espafiol. La llamada es gratis. El empleado
podra contestar sus preguntas o usted
podra completar la encuesta por teléfono.
¢Qué es la Encuesta sobre la

Comunidad Estadounidense?

La Encuesta sobre la Comunidad
Estadounidense es una encuesta
importante realizada por la Oficina

del Censo de los Estados Unidos. Esta
disefiada para brindar informacion

actual a las comunidades sobre

las personas y las viviendas. Para

poder tomar buenas decisiones, una
comunidad necesita informacién

precisa y confiable. Al responder a

esta encuesta, usted esta ayudando a

su comunidad a obtener este tipo de
informacién.

¢Seran confidenciales mis respuestas a
esta encuesta?

Si. La Oficina del Censo de los

EE.UU. esta obligada por ley a mantener
confidencial su informacion. A la Oficina
del Censo no se le permite divulgar sus
respuestas de manera que este hogar
pudiera ser identificado. En conformidad
con la Ley para el Fortalecimiento de la
Seguridad Cibernética Federal del 2015,
sus datos estan protegidos contra los
riesgos de seguridad cibernética mediante
los controles aplicados a los sistemas que
trasmiten su informacién.

Information From the
U sus Bureau

Informacion
Importante de la
Oficina del Censo de
los Estados Unidos
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Van phong Théng ké Dan s6 Hoa Ky dang
thue hién cude Khao sat Cong dong tai My.

Trong mét vai ngay nia guy vi sé nhan
dugc ban cau hol Khéo sat Cong dong tal
My gua thu tin. Vi quy vi dang séng ¢ Hoa
Ky, nén luat bat budc quy vi phal tra 161
cugc khio sdt nay. Néu quy vi co thic mac
v& méu don, xin gof chung t6i theo g6 dién
thoai mién phi 1-877-221-9436. Ban cau hoi
khao sét chi c6 béng tiéng Anh.

Cugce Khao sat Cong dong tai My la gi?
Cugc Khao sat Cong dong tai My 1a mot
cugc khao sat quan trong dudc Van phong
Thoéng ké Dan s6 Hoa Ky thuc hién. No
duge thigt ké dé cung cdp cho cong dong
thong tin hién tai vé ngudi dan va nha cia.
Nham c6 duge nhing quyét dinh thic thél
c6 ich lgi tryge tiép cho nhiing nhu cau cua
cong dong guy vi, nhing thong tin cin
duge chinh xac va dang tin cay. Bang cach
tra loi cudc khao sat nay, quy vi dang giip
céng déng minh lay duoc loal théng tin nay.

Liéu cac cau tra 16i khao sat cla téi co duge
git bi méat khéng?

Cé. Cuc Théng K& Din S6 Hoa Kj duoc phap
lu3t yéu ciu bio mat théng tin ciia quy vi. Cuc
Théng ké khéng dugc phép cong bé céng khai
cac phan héi cia quy vi theo cach co thé nhan
dién quy vi. Theo Luat Tang Curong An Ninh
Mang ciia Lién Bang 2015, s6 liéu cia qui vi sé
dugc bao vé dé tranh khoi cac nguy cor vé an
ninh mang qua cach kiém duyét cac hé théng
uhuyén sb liéu cia qui vi.

Bmpn TEPENMCcH HACSTICHMUA MPOBOJHUT
Anxernposane nacenerms CIIA 1o mec
AUTCALCTBA

Yepes meckonnxko aeit Bt nomysrre no mosre
askeTy Anketuposanie Hacenenis CIIA mo
MECTY XUTEMLCTBR. Tak Kak Bul mposzamaete

B CIITA, Bot 06s13a851 B COOTBETCTBHE C
3AKOHOM JJATh OTBETHI HA BOIPOCDI JAHHOTO
MCCAEOBAHNA, AHKET COCTAB/IEHA TONbKO Ha

fcxom aspike. TT e o b ¥
Homepy 1-866-225-2297, n Bam otetnr
PYCCKOTOBOPAITMIA COTPYAHMK. BEI cMOKeTe
TOMYMHTS OTBETE Ha Bamy sonpocst i Bam
TOMOTYT 3AT0/HITE AHKETY 110 Teneomy.

Hro mpepcTaBnseT coboit AHKeTHpOBaHMe
nacenemt CIIA no mecty sxurrenscrsa?

Anxernposanye nacenerns CHIA no mecry
AITEALCTEA — ITO BUKISHAINee HCCIEA0BAITE,
nposopnoe Biopo nepermc Hacenerns CIITA.
Ero uemn - obecresmTs 06I1ecTB0 aKTyambHol
mrdopMaIMedt 0 HACEIEHMM 1 KIIMIHBIX
yenosusx. [jis npHEATHA 0BOCHOBAHHBIX
permennit Ha MecTax HeoOXOMMO HMETh TOIHYI0
M A0CTOBepEYI0 Hudopyaumio. OTBeuad Ha
BONPOCH JAHHOLO HCCAERoBaI, Bt noMoraete
CBOEMY PafioHY TIOTYHTD TAKYI0 HH(OPMATTHIO.

BypeT /4 cOXpaHeHa KOHGMICHIMATLHOCTL
MOMX OTBETOB?

Ja. Ilo 3axoHy Bropo nepermicH

Hacenenns CIIIA obf3aHo cobmonars
KOH(HIPHIHATEHOCT BAlllHX JaHHBIX. EMy
3aMpeIeso MyOIHIHO Pasramars Bamm
OTBETEI TAKHM 0Gpa3onM, TTO0EL II0 HHM
MQEHO GBLIO YCTAHOBHTE Bamny MHIHOCTE.
SammuTy Barmin TaHHEX 0T KHOEp-PHCKOB
PETVIHPYET QelepaTbHEEL 3aK0H «O
TOBEINEEHH EHOepOe30macHocTHY oT 2015
rofia, B COOTBETCTBHHE C KOTOPEIM PETYISPHO
TIPOBOIHTCA MPOBEPKA CHCTEM NEPEaTH
JaHHEDC
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2" Mailing — Control Treatment 2020 Modified Pressure Seal Mailer (address side)
The address side of the pressure seal mailer mentions the American Community Survey.

U.S. Census Bureau

National Processing Center
1201 E 10th Street
Jeffersonville IN 47132

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Penalty for Private Use $300

U.S. Census Bureau
American Community Survey

PRESORTED
FIRST-CLASS MAIL
POSTAGE & FEES PAID
U.S. Census Bureau
Permit Mo. G-58

ACS5-20(LZ)(2020) (08-23-2019)

11




2" Mailing — Control Treatment Pressure Seal Mailer (letter side)
2020 Census-specific language is in the second paragraph.

\ United States®

| Census

o Bureau

U.S. Census Bureau
Washington, DC 20233
Office of the Director

A message from the Director of the U.S. Census Bureau:

A few days ago, you should have received instructions for completing the American Community
Survey online. Local communities depend on information from this survey to decide where schools,
highways, hospitals, and other important services are needed.

Some households, including yours, will receive both the American Community Survey and the
2020 Census this year. If you have not already responded, please do so now.

Respond now at https://respond.census.gov/acs
Log in using this user ID:

If we do not receive your response online, we will mail a paper questionnaire to your address.
Your response to the American Community Survey is required by law.

Your response is critically important to your local community and your country. Responding
promptly will prevent you from receiving additional reminder mailings, phone calls, or personal visits
from Census Bureau interviewers.

If you need help completing the survey or have questions, please call our toll-free number
(1-800-354-7271).

Thank you in advance for your prompt response.

Sincerely,

%»/Qﬂ%

Steven D. Dillingham

census.gov




2" Mailing — Experimental Treatment Pressure Seal Mailer (address side)

There is no 2020 Census-specific language on the address side of the pressure seal mailer and it

does not mention the American Community Survey.

| céhsiie

Bureau

U.5. Census Bureau
National Processing Center
1201 E 101" Street
Jeffersonville IN 47132

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Penalty for Private Use $300

PRESORTED
FIRST-CLASS MAIL
POSTAGE & FEES PAID
U.5. Census Bureau

Permit Mo. G-58

ACS-20(L)(2020) (08-02-2015)

13



2" Mailing — Experimental Treatment Pressure Seal Mailer (letter side)
There is no 2020 Census-specific language on the letter side of the pressure seal mailer.

g ““\_ United States
&, | Census

U.5. Census Bureau
Washington, DC 20233
Office of the Director

A message from the Director of the U.S. Census Bureau:

A few days ago, you should have received instructions for completing the American Community
Survey online. Local communities depend on information from this survey to decide where schools,
highways, hospitals, and other important services are needed. If you have not already responded,
please do so now.

Respond now at https://respond.census.gov/acs
Log in using this user |D:

If we do not receive your response online, we will mail a paper questionnaire to your address.
Your response to this survey is required by law.

Your respense is critically important to your local community and your country. Responding
promptly will prevent you from receiving additional reminder mailings, phone calls, or personal visits
from Census Bureau interviewers.

If you need help completing the survey or have questions, please call our toll-free number
(1-800-354-7271).

Thank you in advance for your prompt response.

Sincerely,

o Yt

Steven D. Dillingham

Census.gov

14



3" Mailing — Envelope for the Control and Experimental Treatments
There is no 2020 Census-specific language on the 3@ mailing envelope.

% nited States
(&) | Cénsiis

U.S. Census Bureau

PRESORTED
FIRST-CLASS MAIL
POSTAGE & FEES PAID
U.S. Census Bureau
Permit No. G-58

National Processing Center
1201 E. 10th St.
Jeffersonville, IN 47132

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Penalty for Private Use $300

The American Community Survey
Form Enclosed

YOUR RESPONSE IS
REQUIRED BY LAW

OPEN
IMMEDIATELY

15



3" Mailing — Control Treatment Letter (front)
The paragraph below the response options contains 2020 Census-specific language.

f Q\ United States
&, Census

Bureau
U.5. Census Bureau
‘Washington, DC 20233
Office of the Director

A message from the Director of the U.5. Census Bureau:

The U.S. Census Bureau recently sent you a request to complete the American Community Survey
online. If you have not already responded to this important survey, please do so now.

Complete the survey using ONLY ONE of the following options:

® Respond online at https://respond.census.gov/acs

e |f you are unable to respond online, please fill out and
mail back the enclosed questionnaire.

This year, the Census Bureau is also conducting the 2020 Census. The American Community Survey is
different from the 2020 Census.

You are required by U.5. law to respond to the American Community Survey.

The Census Bureau has randomly selected your address to receive this survey as part of a nationally
representative sample. Because you will be providing important information on behalf of your
community, it is vital that you complete this survey to help meet critical needs in your area — including
determining where to locate new schools, hospitals, and fire stations.

if you do not respond promptly, a Census Bureau interviewer may contact you to complete the survey.

The Census Bureau is required by law to keep your information confidential.
The Census Bureau is not permitted to publicly release your responses in a way that could identify
you or your household.

If you need help completing the survey or have gquestions, please call our toll-free number
(1-B00-354-7271).

Thank you for your prompt response.

Sincerely,

%z’?(ﬂ%

Steven D. Dillingham

Enclosures

ACSN41LIN2020) {08-27-2017) CEnsus. gov




3" Mailing — Control Treatment Letter (back)
The first two FAQs contain 2020 Census-specific language.

Is the American Community Survey the same as the 2020 Census?
No, the American Community Survey (ACS) is different from the 2020 Census.

The ACS shows how we live—our education, housing, jobs, and more. The ACS provides
information about the social and economic needs of your community every year.

The census is conducted once every 10 years to provide an official count of the entire U.S.
population to Congress.

Can you use my 2020 Census answers for the American Community Survey?

Your answers to the 2020 Census cannot be used for the American Community Survey (ACS).
The ACS includes questions about topics not on the 2020 Census, such as education,
employment, internet access, and transportation.

Will my response be confidential?

Yes. The U.S. Census Bureau is required by law to protect this information. The Census Bureau is
not permitted to publicly release your responses in a way that could identify you. We are
conducting this survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Sections 141 and
193. Federal law protects your privacy and keeps your answers confidential (Title 13, United
States Code, Section 9). Per the Federal Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015, your data are
protected from cybersecurity risks through screening of the systems that transmit your data.

Am | required to fill out the survey?

Yes. Your response to this survey is required by law (Title 13, U.S. Code, Sections 141, 193, and
221). Title 13, as changed by Title 18, imposes a penalty for not responding. As a randomly
selected representative of your community, you are the voice of your neighbors and peers. To
create an accurate picture of your community, it is critical that you respond.

How will the Census Bureau use the information | provide?

By law, the Census Bureau can only use your responses to produce statistics. Your information
will be used in combination with information from other households to produce data for your

community. Similar data will be produced for communities across Puerto Rico and the United

States.

We may combine your answers with information that you gave to other agencies to enhance the
statistical uses of these data. This information will be given the same protections as your survey
information. Based on the information that you provide, you may be asked to participate in
other Census Bureau surveys that are voluntary.




3" Mailing — Experimental Treatment Letter (front)
There is no 2020 Census-specific language in the Experimental Treatment letter.

ensus

x% ’j o—— Bureau

- United States
Y %\; C

U.S. Census Bureau
Washington, DC 20233
Office of the Director

A message from the Director of the U.S. Census Bureau:

The U.S. Census Bureau recently sent you a request to complete the American Community Survey
online. If you have not already responded to this important survey, please do so now.

Complete the survey using ONLY ONE of the following options:

® Respond online at https://respond.census.gov/acs

e |f you are unable to respond online, please fill out and
mail back the enclosed questionnaire.

You are required by U.S. law to respond to this survey.

The Census Bureau has randomly selected your address to receive this survey as part of a nationally
representative sample. Because you will be providing important information on behalf of your
community, it is vital that you complete this survey to help meet critical needs in your area — including
determining where to locate new schools, hospitals, and fire stations.

If you do not respond promptly, a Census Bureau interviewer may contact you to complete the survey.

The Census Bureau is required by law to keep your information confidential.
The Census Bureau is not permitted to publicly release your responses in a way that could identify
you or your household.

If you need help completing the survey or have questions, please call our toll-free number
(1-800-354—-7271).

Thank you for your prompt response.

Sincerely,

%ﬂ.ﬂ%

Steven D. Dillingham

Enclosures

ACS-14(L%2020) (08-02-2019) census.gov
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3" Mailing — Experimental Treatment Letter (back)
There is no 2020 Census-specific language in the Experimental Treatment letter.

Will my response be confidential?

Yes. The U.S. Census Bureau is required by law to protect this information. The Census Bureau is
not permitted to publicly release your responses in a way that could identify you. We are
conducting this survey under the authority of Title 13, United States Code, Sections 141 and
193. Federal law protects your privacy and keeps your answers confidential (Title 13, United
States Code, Section 9). Per the Federal Cybersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015, your data are
protected from cybersecurity risks through screening of the systems that transmit your data.

Am | required to fill out the survey?

Yes. Your response to this survey is required by law (Title 13, U.5. Code, Sections 141, 193, and
221). Title 13, as changed by Title 18, imposes a penalty for not responding. As a randomly
selected representative of your community, you are the voice of your neighbors and peers. To
create an accurate picture of your community, it is critical that you respond.

How will the Census Bureau use the information | provide?

By law, the Census Bureau can only use your responses to produce statistics. Your information
will be used in combination with information from other households to produce data for your

community. Similar data will be produced for communities across Puerto Rico and the United

States.

We may combine your answers with information that you gave to other agencies to enhance the
statistical uses of these data. This information will be given the same protections as your survey
information. Based on the information that you provide, you may be asked to participate in
other Census Bureau surveys that are voluntary.




3" Mailing — Return Envelope for the Control and Experimental Treatments
There is no 2020 Census-specific language on the return envelope.

H ‘ | || NO POSTAGE
NECESEARY

OFFICIAL BUSINESS IF MAILED
Penalty for Private Use $300 UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

FIRST-CLASS MAIL  PERMIT NO. 16081  WASHINGTON DC

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY THE U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

DIRECTOR

U.S5. CENSUS BUREAU

PO BOX 5240

JEFFERSOMVILLE IN  47198-5240

6385-47(2020) (12-12-2018)
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4" mailing — Reminder Postcard (front and back) for the Control and Experimental Treatments
There is no 2020 Census-specific language in the 4 mailing.

f \ United States PRESORTED
: : Census FIRST-CLASS MAIL
WD f — Bureal POSTAGE & FEES PAID
area of U.S. Census Bureau
Permit No. G-58

U.S. Census Bureau
National Processing Center
1201 E. 10th St.
Jeffersonville, IN 47132

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Penalty for Private Use $300

YOUR RESPONSE IS
REQUIRED BY LAW

&) | céhsiis

k“m—nﬂj o B ureau

The U.S. Census Bureau has sent you repeated requests to complete the
American Community Survey. If you have not already responded, it is
imperative that you complete this survey now.

Complete and mail back your paper questionnaire now.
Or respond at https://respond.census.gov/acs

You are required by U.S. law to respond to this survey (Title 13, U.S. Code,
Sections 141, 193, and 221).

If you do not respond now, a Census Bureau interviewer may contact you to
complete the survey.

If you need help completing the survey or have questions, please call our
toll-free number (1-800-354-7271).

Thank you.
ACS-29(2020) (05-21-2019)




5t mailing — Final Reminder Pressure Seal Mailer (address side) for the Control and

Experimental Treatments
There is no 2020 Census-specific language in the 5™ mailing.

£ | canstis

e Bureau

U.S. Census Bureau
National Processing Center
1201 E 10t Street
Jeffersonville IN 47132

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Penalty for Private Use $300

FINAL NOTICE
RESPOND NOW

PRESORTED
FIRST-CLASS MAIL
POSTAGE & FEES PAID
U.5. Census Bureau
Permit Mo. G-58

ACS-23(L)(2020) (08-05-2019)
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5" mailing — Final Reminder Pressure Seal Mailer (letter side) for the Control and Experimental

Treatments
There is no 2020 Census-specific language in the 5™ mailing.

s Bureau

f ”\ United States
a% J Census

U.S5. Census Bureau
Washington, DC 20233
Office of the Director

A message from the Director of the U.5. Census Bureau:

The U.S. Census Bureau has sent you several requests to complete the American
Community Survey. If you have not already done so, now is the time to respond.

Respond now at https://respond.census.gov/acs
Log in using this user ID:
OR complete and mail back your paper questionnaire.

Your response is required by law.

If you do not respond promptly, a Census Bureau interviewer may contact you with a
personal visit to complete the survey. If you would like to complete the survey by
telephone or need assistance, please call our toll-ree number (1-800-354-7271).
Thank you.

Sincerely,

e 19 M%

Steven D. Dillingham

Census.gov
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Membership of the Departmental
Performance Review Board

AGENCY: Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of membership of the
Departmental Performance Review
Board.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(DOC), announces the appointment of
those individuals who have been
selected to serve as members of the
Departmental Performance Review
Board. The Performance Review Board
is responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and (2) making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards. The
appointment of these members to the
Performance Review Board will be for a
period of twenty-four (24) months.

DATES: The period of appointment for
those individuals selected for the
Departmental Performance Review
Board begins on November 1, 2019.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joan
Nagielski, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Office of Human Resources
Management, Department of Commerce
Human Capital Client Services, Office of
Employment and Compensation, 14th
and Constitution Avenue NW, Room
50013, Washington, DC 20230, at (202)
482-6342.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 4314(c)(4), the
Department of Commerce (DOG),
announces the appointment of those
individuals who have been selected to
serve as members of the Departmental
Performance Review Board. The
Performance Review Board is
responsible for (1) reviewing
performance appraisals and ratings of
Senior Executive Service (SES) members
and (2) making recommendations to the
appointing authority on other
performance management issues, such
as pay adjustments, bonuses and
Presidential Rank Awards. The
appointment of these members to the
Performance Review Board will be for a
period of twenty-four (24) months. The
name, position title, and type of
appointment of each member of the
Performance Review Board are set forth
below:

1. Department of Commerce, Office of
the Secretary (OS)
Renee Macklin, Director of
Information Technology for
Enterprise Services, Career SES

2. Department of Commerce, Office of
the General Counsel, Office of the
Secretary (OGC/OS)

John Guenther, Chief, Employment
and Labor Law Division, Career SES

3. Department of Commerce, Economic
Development Agency (EDA)

Gregory Brown, Chief Financial
Officer and Chief Administrative
Officer, Career SES

4. Department of Commerce, U.S.

Bureau of the Census

Lisa Blumerman, Chief, Office of
Survey and Census Analytics,
Career SES

Dated: October 29, 2019.
Joan Nagielski,
Human Resources Specialist, Office of
Employment and Compensation, Department
of Commerce Human Capital Client Services,
Office of Human Resources Management,
Office of the Secretary, Department of
Commerce.
[FR Doc. 2019-23887 Filed 10-31-19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-03-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act.

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau.

Title: American Community Survey
Methods Panel Tests, 2020 Specialized
Mail Materials Test.

OMB Control Number: 0607—-0936.

Form Number(s): ACS-1(X) (2020),
ACS internet.

Type of Request: Non-Substantive
Change Request.

Number of Respondents: 2,016,000.

Average Hours per Response: 40
minutes for the average household
questionnaire.

Burden Hours: No additional burden
hours are requested under this non-
substantive change request.

Needs and Uses: The American
Community Survey (ACS) collects
detailed socioeconomic data from about
3.5 million housing units in the United
States and 36,000 in Puerto Rico each
year. The ACS also collects detailed
socioeconomic data from about 195,000
residents living in Group Quarter (GQ)
facilities. An ongoing data collection
effort with an annual sample of this
magnitude requires that the ACS
continue research, testing, and
evaluations aimed at reducing
respondent burden, improving data
quality, achieving survey cost

efficiencies, and improving ACS
questionnaire content and related data
collection materials. The ACS Methods
Panel is a research program designed to
address and respond to issues and
survey needs.

Households in sample for the ACS in
2020 are legally required to respond to
both the ACS and the decennial census.
Receiving two sets of mailings in one
calendar year can be confusing to
respondents, which can increase the
perception that the ACS is burdensome
and intrusive and decrease the rate of
self-response. During the 2010 Census,
ACS response rates were higher than
usual in the first few months of the year
but were lower than usual in the spring
and summer months (Chesnut and Davis
2011, Baumgardner 2013). The
increased response rates early in the
year were attributed to the decennial
census communications campaign while
the decrease later in the year was
attributed to respondent confusion or
burden, as respondents had already
filled out the decennial census form.

To mitigate these issues, a set of
modified mail materials were developed
with language that directly addresses
the difference between the ACS and the
2020 Gensus, in order to differentiate
the two. These materials will be used
during the main response period for the
2020 Census, March through September.
The language modifications in the 2020
ACS materials are based on an
evaluation conducted by the Census
Bureau in 2010 to examine the use of
modified language, color, and branding
to create a distinct identity for the ACS
(Chesnut and Davis 2011). Additionally,
cognitive interviews of the 2020 ACS
modified materials were conducted in
the fall of 2018.

In order to assess the effect of the
modified messaging in the ACS
materials the Census Bureau is
proposing to conduct the 2020
Specialized Mail Materials Test. From
March through September, the ACS will
use mail materials that help clarify that
these mailings are not for the 2020
Census. This will be the control
treatment for the experiment and will be
sent to approximately 264,000 sampled
addresses each month. The
experimental treatment will not contain
the modified language but otherwise
will be the same as the control
materials. These materials will be sent
to approximately 24,000 sampled
addresses each month from March
through September and will also be
used for ACS production for the
remainder of the year (January,
February, and October through
December).
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Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Frequency: One-time test, over seven
months.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

Legal Authority: Title 13, United
States Code, Sections 141, 193, and 221.

This information collection request
may be viewed at www.reginfo.gov.
Follow the instructions to view
Department of Commerce collections
currently under review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental Lead PRA Officer, Office of the
Chief Information Officer, Commerce
Department.

[FR Doc. 2019-23880 Filed 10-31-19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of Economic Analysis
[Docket Number 191028—-0071]

RIN 0691-XC107

Request for Comment; Notice of

Development of Economic Statistics
for Puerto Rico

AGENCY: Bureau of Economic Analysis,
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Economic
Analysis (BEA) is soliciting comments
from the public on its new prototype
Economic Statistics for Puerto Rico,
which cover consumer spending,
business investment, and trade in goods
for Puerto Rico. BEA seeks comments on
the statistics’ methodology,
presentation, level of detail, and scope.
Following the public comment period,
BEA will incorporate feedback, update
the methodology and related materials
for these economic statistics, and
incorporate the revised prototype
economic statistics into research to
develop estimates of Puerto Rico GDP.
DATES: Comments must be received no
later than December 2, 2019.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by the following methods:

e Email: territories@bea.gov.

e Mail: Sabrina Montes, Office of the
Director, Bureau of Economic Analysis,
Department of Commerce, 4600 Silver
Hill Road (BE—40), Washington, DC
20233.

Comments sent by any other method
or after the comment period may not be

considered. All comments are a part of
the public record.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sabrina Montes, Office of the Director,
Bureau of Economic Analysis,
Department of Commerce, 4600 Silver
Hill Road (BE—40), Washington, DC
20233; phone: (301) 278-9268 or email
Sabrina.Montes@bea.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 2018,
BEA initiated a project to calculate GDP
for Puerto Rico in order to support
Puerto Rico’s economic recovery
following devastating hurricanes in
2017. This project follows technical
collaborations between BEA and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico dating
back to 2010. The project also responds
to recommendations from the
Congressional Task Force on Economic
Growth in Puerto Rico and Government
Accountability Office that BEA calculate
GDP for Puerto Rico.

The present project—a collaborative
effort between the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico and BEA—combines the
best available Puerto Rico source data
with BEA’s current national accounting
methodologies. The project seeks to
produce accurate and objective
economic statistics for Puerto Rico
comparable to data for other U.S.
territories, states, and the nation.

Methodological updates incorporated
in the prototype statistics include:

¢ Using chain-type Fisher indexes to
calculate changes in aggregate output
and prices;

¢ Expanding the use of economic
census data from the U.S. Census
Bureau; and

e Treating expenditures on intangible
assets as investment to allow users to
understand how these intangible assets
drive economic growth.

In October 2019, BEA published
prototype estimates that incorporate
these methodological updates for select
GDP components for 2012—-2017.

BEA is seeking feedback on its
prototype statistics of consumer
spending, business investment, and
trade in goods for Puerto Rico. BEA will
consider this feedback as it continues to
refine source data, methodology, and
data presentations before incorporating
these measures into future prototype
Puerto Rico GDP statistics.

BEA invites comments from the
public; private industry; state, local, and
territorial governments; non-profit
organizations; and other interested
parties to assist in improving the
prototype statistics. In particular, BEA is
interested in feedback regarding the
following:

1. How will the statistics on consumer
spending, business investment, and
trade in goods for Puerto Rico be used?

2. Would an annual publication in
May be useful? If not, what time of the
year would be most valuable to inform
planning and other uses?

3. Are the prototype estimates
consistent with the data and local
information that are available elsewhere
on Puerto Rico? If not, please describe
the differences.

4. Do you have any feedback about the
methodology used to create the
prototype Economic Statistics for Puerto
Rico described in the October 2019
Summary of Methodologies: Puerto Rico
Personal Consumption Expenditures,
Private Fixed Investment, and Net
Exports of Goods (available at BEA.gov)?

5. Are there additional or alternative
source data that you believe could be
used to generate and corroborate these
statistics beyond those described in the
October 2019 Summary of
Methodologies: Puerto Rico Personal
Consumption Expenditures, Private
Fixed Investment, and Net Exports of
Goods (available at BEA.gov)?

6. Which would be more useful: Less-
detailed industry breakdowns, which
will result in fewer data suppressions to
protect confidentiality, or more-detailed
industry breakdowns, with the
necessary suppressions?

Authority: Chapter 5, Title 15 U.S.C.; 15

U.S.C. Section 1516; 13 U.S.C. Section 401
and 402.

Sabrina Montes,

Economist, Bureau of Economic Analysis.
[FR Doc. 2019-23866 Filed 10-31-19; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-485-805]

Carbon and Alloy Seamless Standard,
Line and Pressure Pipe (Under 4.5
Inches) From Romania: Partial
Rescission of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review; 2018-2019

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: The Department of Commerce
(Commerce) is rescinding the
administrative review, in part, of the
antidumping duty order on carbon and
alloy seamless standard, line and
pressure pipe (under 4.5 inches) (small
diameter seamless pipe) from Romania
for the period August 1, 2018 through
July 31, 2019.

DATES: Applicable November 1, 2019.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Katherine Johnson or Samantha Kinney,
AD/CVD Operations, Office VIII,
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Methods Panel Burden Tracker

3-year American Community Survey Methods Panel Tests (0607-0936) (August 2018 - August 2021)
Total Burden Hours Requested over 3 years: 348,167

Estimated Burden Estimated
Methods Panel Submissions for Tests in Sample Number of Cost to Hours Burden Hours
August 2018-August 2021 Field Date Size (HUs) Respondents Respondent Requested Used Notes
There is no change in burden to the public
associated with this test. The test is being conducted
Mail Materials Test September 2018 SO 0 0 using production ACS sample
2019 Census Test June 2019 480,000 241,440 S0 40,000 40,240
There is no change in burden to the public
associated with this test. The test is being conducted
2019 ACS Due Dates Test September 2019 144,000 72,432 SO 40,000 0 using production ACS sample
March 2020 There is no change in burden to the public
through September associated with this test. The test is being conducted
2020 Specialized Mail Materials Test 2020 2,016,000 1,014,048 SO 40,000 0 using production ACS sample
Total 120,000 40,240

9/25/2019





