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175,000 Washingtonians and 5,000 in my county will lose SNAP
benefitsif these changes are imposed and that is cruel,
unnecessary and will particularly hurt children. | am not on
SNAP but | care about less fortunate neighbors who need the
benefits to eat. The Trump Administration and the GOP is
coddling billionaires and corporations by cutting their taxes
while victimizing the middle class and less fortunate by

cutting benefits. 2020 cannot come soon enough to vote you out
or proceed with past due impeachment proceedings. Do not
impose these cruel changes, Americais better than this
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There are so many people on SNAP and Medicaid, and
unfortunately, this creates away for them to be

adjunct-eligible for so many programs in which they truly

don't qualify. For example, when a person signs up for

Medicaid, they only bring their income, not their spouses.

They do not disclose that they live in a $200,000 home and
drive a $50,000 car, but they just show that they, themselves,

do not work. Medicaid and SNAP need to do a better job of
actually determining what a family needs with PROOF. Whether
that be a home visit, checking marriage license records, or
actually taking it away when reported fraud occurs. It is so

sad to see people who truly need benefits such asWIC and are
turned away for being truthful, but those that lie about what

they have are given so many free benefits that waste our tax
dollars. SNAP also SHOULD NOT allow soda, candy, chips, etc.
That defeats the entire point of food benefits... which isto
provide nutrition to the needy. Needy. Not those that keep
having kids so they don't haveto work. *©
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do not work. Medicaid and SNAP need to do a better job of
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purchased with the funds being handled to these folks. Sugary
drinks and candy should not be allowed along with other junk
food. Thiswill only lead to more obesity in the country and
more health issues which will drive health care costs up. It
amazes me that these folks use their SNAP card for their so
called groceries and then pull out cash or a debit card to buy
tobacco products, probably the same debit card they used to
get their names done and buy the brand new iPhone. | think you
get my point- | seeit first hand everyday | work; it is sad,
the system is broken and needs to be fixed Thank you *®©

First Name: Anonymous @
Middle Name:
Last Name: Anonymous @

Mailing Address:
Mailing Address 2:
City:

@

@

Country:

@

State or Province:
Z|P/Postal Code:
Email Address:
Phone Number:

Fax Number:

@

Organization Name:

Submitter's
Representative:



Government Agency Type:

Government Agency:

Category:

Cover Page:

Document Optional Details

Submitter Info

Comment:

First Name:
Middle Name:
Last Name:

Mailing Address:
Mailing Address 2:

City:

Country:

State or Province:

Z|P/Postal Code:

Email Address:
Phone Number:

Fax Number:

@

Retaler ©

i

| think the policy needs to be reviewed. | see so many
individuals & families come through my lane and purchase a
bunch of junk, unhealthy foods, soda, energy drinks, soda,
candy and use their SNAP card. | just shake my head. | work
hard, two jobs to support myself and my two teenagers. | am
not sitting back looking for a payout. It istime people take
responsibility. There are places in town that are hiring , get
ajob, do something responsible for your family and set s good
example for your children. | understand thisis not possible
for everyone, however, alot of people | see could be doing
something other than taking advantage of the system. There
should be more restrictions on what can be purchased with the
SNAP card similar to WIC. If it isagovernment program, than
the government should be able to regulate what is being
purchased with the funds being handled to these folks. Sugary
drinks and candy should not be allowed along with other junk
food. Thiswill only lead to more obesity in the country and
more health issues which will drive health care costs up. It
amazes me that these folks use their SNAP card for their so
called groceries and then pull out cash or adebit card to buy
tobacco products, probably the same debit card they used to
get their names done and buy the brand new iPhone. | think you
get my point- | seeit first hand everyday | work; it is sad,

the system is broken and needs to be fixed Thank you *®©
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need much stricter regulations, including drug testing to see
who should be eligible to get free food with taxpayer money.
From what |'ve seen about 85% of people on this program are
able bodied young adults who are completely capable of feeding
themselves but do not have to because they for some reason
qualify for food stamps. | myself am ayounger (32) year old
adult and | seeit everyday. Makes me sick how much money
comes out of my paycheck each month and then see able bodied
peopl e capable of working who don't feel like it, and qualify

for food stamps. WE NEED STRICTER REGULATIONS so that the
people who actually need it can benefit from it more, and
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This program is completely bloated waste of taxpayer money. We
need much stricter regulations, including drug testing to see

who should be eligible to get free food with taxpayer money.
From what |'ve seen about 85% of people on this program are
able bodied young adults who are completely capable of feeding
themselves but do not have to because they for some reason
qualify for food stamps. | myself am ayounger (32) year old
adult and | seeit everyday. Makes me sick how much money
comes out of my paycheck each month and then see able bodied
peopl e capable of working who don't feel like it, and qualify

for food stamps. WE NEED STRICTER REGULATIONS so that the
people who actually need it can benefit from it more, and
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minority. The states are carrying out 100 percent of the
administrative duties. We do not need duplication of duties.

By the way, since the states are responsible for the entire
program. Maybe we should be cutting the USDA's budget. | love
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assistance because unemployment is low, and the economy is
doing great is a manipulation of the truth at best.
Unemployment rate is not an accurate representation of the
state of the countrys economy. It is the percentage of
unemployed people Currently in the workforce. If it actually
included everyone who wants ajob it would be double. And
furthermore, | can tell you as an educated person with years

of experience in my field the economy Is Not Doing Great! |
myself can barely make ends meet and would greatly appreciate
food assistance for me and my family but | dont meet the
requirements. Which brings me to my next point. USDA acting
deputy undersecretary [Lipps] said something to the effect of
automatic eligibility has expanded to allow millionaires to be
eligible for SNAP. All | haveto say to that isHA! if there

are then Prove It! | am by no meansamillionaireand as|
stated before | am indligible for food assistance and TANF per
my income. The states do their due diligence. Food assistance
money isNOT being wasted on those who are not in need. In
fact, based on my experience and my difficulty putting food on
the table for my family | say the government isnt doing
enough. Asfor the supposed TANF loophole it does not exist.
Again, there are minimum requirements for eigibility and if
you are a person/family doing as great, in this amazing
economy as the president says you are you will not qualify for
TANF and therefore will not automatically qualify for SNAP.
Having the ability to qualify for other assistance programs
through qualification of one assistance program is not working
the system. It allows for streamlining and efficiency that is

al. Signed, A concerned U.S. Citizen July 23, 2019 *©
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Dear USDA, The president saying that people DONT need food
assistance because unemployment is low, and the economy is
doing great is a manipulation of the truth at best.
Unemployment rate is not an accurate representation of the
state of the countrys economy. It is the percentage of
unemployed people Currently in the workforce. If it actually
included everyone who wants ajob it would be double. And
furthermore, | can tell you as an educated person with years

of experience in my field the economy Is Not Doing Great! |
myself can barely make ends meet and would greatly appreciate
food assistance for me and my family but | dont meet the
requirements. Which brings me to my next point. USDA acting
deputy undersecretary [Lipps] said something to the effect of
automatic eligibility has expanded to allow millionaires to be
eligible for SNAP. All | haveto say to that isHA! if there

are then Prove It! | am by no meansamillionaireand as |
stated before | am indligible for food assistance and TANF per
my income. The states do their due diligence. Food assistance
money isNOT being wasted on those who are not in need. In
fact, based on my experience and my difficulty putting food on
the table for my family | say the government isnt doing
enough. Asfor the supposed TANF loophole it does not exist.
Again, there are minimum requirements for eigibility and if
you are a person/family doing as great, in this amazing
economy as the president says you are you will not qualify for
TANF and therefore will not automatically qualify for SNAP.
Having the ability to qualify for other assistance programs
through qualification of one assistance program is not working
the system. It allows for streamlining and efficiency that is

al. Signed, A concerned U.S. Citizen July 23, 2019 *©
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family of 4! If a parent works an extra shift to try to get
ahead, this proposed change would drop the family from the
program. Food insecure children have higher rates of poor
health, have higher rates of hospitalization, increased risk
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enough to insist that babies be born: we need to make sure
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PRO-LIFE supporters definitely need to oppose this cut. This
proposed "change" would effect working families with children
who are trying to get out of poverty. It would eliminate 3.1
million people who have an annual income of $32,640 for a
family of 4! If a parent works an extra shift to try to get
ahead, this proposed change would drop the family from the
program. Food insecure children have higher rates of poor
health, have higher rates of hospitalization, increased risk

of asthma, and delays in cognitive developments. It is not
enough to insist that babies be born: we need to make sure
they have enough food, medical care, and ability to learn and
thrive. *©
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I have worked with low income families for 14 years. The one
thing i have noticed is that as soon as they start working and
receive their first paycheck, they are dropped from SNAP
benefits. The program failsto recognize that one or two
paychecks does not immediately get them out of the poverty
situation. they may still be catching up on rent, etc and are
short on funds for food. i would like to see SNAP create some
sort of diding scale to ease newly hired individuals off of
benefits without cutting them off as soon as they start

earning. Thereis no provision for single parents who may get
sick once they have started working and have their newly
earned paycheck fall below the limits, but still not be

eligible for benefits, because of prior paycheck. many of
these individual s get caught and end up quitting, because at
least they can still feed their families with benefits. Often
they have already exhausted their local resources and may only
get limited Food Pantry assistance. The program needs to be
carefully evaluated with some common sense guidelines to
transition individuals into productive working members of our
society without jeopardizing their progress by unflexible

Fat

rules. *®
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receive their first paycheck, they are dropped from SNAP
benefits. The program failsto recognize that one or two
paychecks does not immediately get them out of the poverty
situation. they may still be catching up on rent, etc and are
short on funds for food. i would like to see SNAP create some
sort of diding scale to ease newly hired individuals off of
benefits without cutting them off as soon as they start
earning. Thereis no provision for single parents who may get
sick once they have started working and have their newly
earned paycheck fall below the limits, but still not be
eligible for benefits, because of prior paycheck. many of
these individual s get caught and end up quitting, because at
least they can still feed their families with benefits. Often
they have already exhausted their local resources and may only
get limited Food Pantry assistance. The program needs to be
carefully evaluated with some common sense guidelines to
transition individuals into productive working members of our
society without jeopardizing their progress by unflexible
rules. *©
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Comment: | believe that a change is needed. | have had a problem with
the way the system is used and abused for years. This should
be what it was intended to be Temporary Assistance. | work
really hard to support my family and | watch people who work
off the books or know their way around the system (loophol es)
with extra cash flawnting it. Y es you can afford the extra
because your rent gets paid with my taxes, yes you don't have
to worry about the necessary groceries because that also comes
from my tax money. Of course you can afford that new car !
This should be temporary for people who fall on hardtimes,
loss of employment, loss of home, the elderly, our Veterans! #*©
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| believe that a change is needed. | have had a problem with
the way the system is used and abused for years. This should
be what it was intended to be Temporary Assistance. | work
really hard to support my family and | watch people who work
off the books or know their way around the system (loophol es)
with extra cash flawnting it. Y es you can afford the extra
because your rent gets paid with my taxes, yes you don't have
to worry about the necessary groceries because that also comes
from my tax money. Of course you can afford that new car !
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| heartily disagree with any changed in SNAP that will take
food out of the mouths of people who really need it. Asa
urgent care physician at an inner city community health center
| see people who are struggling to put food on their table
every day. Many have to choose between getting medications or
food. | do not believe there is abuse of this system. How can
we put billions in the pockets of hugely wealthy people then
take food out of the mouths of hte poor to cover the deficit
created by that move? In a country were we used to believe
that anyone could rise up out of poverty it now seemswe
instead punish those struggling at the bottom and allow those
at the top to keep a boot on their necks. Thisis shameful. *©
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urgent care physician at an inner city community health center
| see people who are struggling to put food on their table
every day. Many have to choose between getting medications or
food. | do not believe there is abuse of this system. How can
we put billions in the pockets of hugely wealthy people then
take food out of the mouths of hte poor to cover the deficit
created by that move? In a country were we used to believe
that anyone could rise up out of poverty it now seemswe
instead punish those struggling at the bottom and allow those
at the top to keep a boot on their necks. Thisis shameful. *©

Christine @

Farrell-Riley ©

20 canton rd

quincy ©

United States ©
Massachusetts ©

02171
christinefrmd@gmail.com

6172751943

@

@

@

Citizen ©



Document M etadata; FNS-2019-0030-DRAFT-0015

Document Details
Docket ID: FNS-2019-0030 ©

Docket Title: Agency Information Collection Activities. Proposed Collection;
pyComment Request Review of Major Changes in t

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) *©

Document File: -
Docket Phase: Notice
Phase Sequence: 1

Original Document ID: FNS-2019-0030-DRAFT-0015

Current Document |D: FNS-2019-0030-DRAFT-0015

Title: Comment on FR Doc # 2019-14696 ©

Number of Attachments: 0

Document Type: PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS *®

Document Subtype: Comment(s) @

Comment on Document ID:  FNS-2019-0030-0001 ©

Comment on Document Title: Agency Information Collection Activities, Proposals,
Submissions, and Approvals. Review of Mgjor Changesin the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program ©

Status: DoNotPost ©

Received Date: 07/23/2019 *©

Date Posted: ®

Posting Restriction: No restrictions @

Submission Type: Web

Number of Submissions: 1 =

Document Optional Details

Status Set Date:
Current Assignee:
Status Set By:
Post Mark Date:
Legacy ID:

Tracking Number:

07/24/2019
Miller, Simon (FNS)
Miller, Simon (FNS)

™y
\a/

1k3-9b76-8jtd ©



Page Count: 1

Total Page Count 1
Including Attachments:
Submitter Info
Comment: Good!! About time. Usda needs to put more restrictions on

snap. Immigrants getting benifits when our own go hungry. Then
the cashier has to work the snap card for them. If your gonna
give them the card teach them how to use it. Tax dollars fund
the program and we have to work the card for them aswell. *©
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Comment: Income levels are not necessarily a strong indicator as to

sufficiency levels. Considering the raising cost of living in

many areas, increased costs in expenses such as gas and

utilities, and various factors that can not be calculated

simply by looking at the income level of afamily, | am

against the proposed changes to the SNAP program. A blanket
cut based on income level isdirectly harmful to the working
poor whom the program is specifically tailored to support.
Instead a program that would create a "submit and review"
where a person within $10k a year of the proposed cut can
provide documentation as to expenses and income to show that
the discrepancy is under a predesigned percentage would be way
more proper than a strict cut. Tiered levels of SNAP would be
more appropriate. But ssimply saying "thisincome is too much"
for such alow level of income to begin with isunrealistic

and harmful. There should be atier where benefits are ensured
and then atier $10k above that requires submission and review
of income versus expenses with valid copies of bill statements
that if they fall within a certain percentage of income to

expense or ratio of such they receive a certain level of

benefits still. This current proposed change | do not support. *©
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Comment: Income levels are not necessarily a strong indicator as to
sufficiency levels. Considering the raising cost of living in
many areas, increased costs in expenses such as gas and
utilities, and various factors that can not be calculated
simply by looking at the income level of afamily, | am
against the proposed changes to the SNAP program. A blanket
cut based on income level isdirectly harmful to the working
poor whom the program is specifically tailored to support.
Instead a program that would create a "submit and review"
where a person within $10k a year of the proposed cut can
provide documentation as to expenses and income to show that
the discrepancy is under a predesigned percentage would be way
more proper than a strict cut. Tiered levels of SNAP would be
more appropriate. But ssimply saying "thisincome istoo much"
for such alow level of income to begin with isunrealistic
and harmful. There should be atier where benefits are ensured
and then atier $10k above that requires submission and review
of income versus expenses with valid copies of bill statements
that if they fall within a certain percentage of income to
expense or ratio of such they receive a certain level of
benefits still. This current proposed change | do not support. *©
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Comment: The goal of SNAP isto aleviate hunger and malnutrition by

allowing low-income individuals to purchase food items (FRAC,
2017). Research shows that SNAP plays acritical rolein
reducing the effects of poverty and food insecurity, and in
improving dietary intake, and health, especially among
Americas most vulnerable children (FRAC, 2017; Nationa
Research Council, 2013). Based off the Census Bureau data on
poverty, 3.6 million peoplein the U.S. were raised above the
poverty linein 2016, 1.5 million of them were children (Fox,
2017; FRAC, 2017). It should be noted that due to
under-reporting of program participation in census surveys,
these number estimates understate SNAPs anti-poverty effects
(FRAC, 2017). Everyone has this stigmain their heads of
individuals who receive food stamps are lazy and don't work
hard. Thisisfar from the truth. A lot of individuals on food
stamps actually do work but do to their employer not paying
live able wages they have to rely on food stamps to help them.
A classic example of an employer doing thisis Wal-Mart. As
you can see SNAP hastruly helped vulnerable individuals.
Families already have to jump through so many loopholes to
gain services which can be difficult to deal with when you're
hungry or are trying to feed your hungry children. If anything
we should be making this easier for familiesto access. We are
one of the leading nations in the world yet we struggle with

the idea of allowing everyone access to food. We need to stop
this, it's okay to have equality. | have attached a policy

analysis of SNAP | recently did in school if you're interested

in reading. Respectfully, Brooke Calvin References Fox, L.
(2017). The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2016. U.S. Census
Bureau. FRAC. (2017). Hunger and Health The Role of the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in Improving
Health and Well-Being. Washington, DC: Food Research & Action

Center. *©
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Comment: The goal of SNAP isto aleviate hunger and malnutrition by
allowing low-income individuals to purchase food items (FRAC,
2017). Research shows that SNAP plays acritical rolein
reducing the effects of poverty and food insecurity, and in
improving dietary intake, and health, especially among
Americas most vulnerable children (FRAC, 2017; Nationa
Research Council, 2013). Based off the Census Bureau dataon
poverty, 3.6 million peoplein the U.S. were raised above the
poverty linein 2016, 1.5 million of them were children (Fox,
2017; FRAC, 2017). It should be noted that due to
under-reporting of program participation in census surveys,
these number estimates understate SNAPs anti-poverty effects
(FRAC, 2017). Everyone has this stigmain their heads of
individuals who receive food stamps are lazy and don't work
hard. Thisisfar from the truth. A lot of individuals on food
stamps actually do work but do to their employer not paying
live able wages they have to rely on food stampsto help them.
A classic example of an employer doing thisis Wal-Mart. As
you can see SNAP hastruly helped vulnerable individuals.
Families already have to jump through so many loopholes to
gain services which can be difficult to deal with when you're
hungry or are trying to feed your hungry children. If anything
we should be making this easier for familiesto access. We are
one of the leading nations in the world yet we struggle with
the idea of allowing everyone access to food. We need to stop
this, it's okay to have equality. | have attached a policy
analysis of SNAP | recently did in school if you're interested
in reading. Respectfully, Brooke Calvin References Fox, L.
(2017). The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2016. U.S. Census
Bureau. FRAC. (2017). Hunger and Health The Role of the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in Improving
Health and Well-Being. Washington, DC: Food Research & Action
Center. *©
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| feel that SNAP programs are being taken advantage of in many
states. While | have no issue in helping those in need, the
program has some gaping holes. | have witnessed SNAP
recipients buy Starbucks beverages using their SNAP benefits.
Additionally, I once witnhessed a man buy $100+ dollars worth
of lobster tail using a SNAP card. People who are ableto

drive new escalades are not in true need of assistance. These
occurrences happen daily. | have even seen grocery stores
advertise their products, such as Starbucks, as afood stamp
item. | also feel that we should have away of assisting these
families, so they can eliminate their need of food stamps. We
should have budgeting classes, or other program opportunities
to move families away from government dependence. | even feel
that limiting the frequency of how often families get food
stamps could be an option. | do not feel food stamps should be
aguarantee at any timein aperson's life. Furthermore, drug
tests should be mandated for all food stamp recipients. Drug

use should be an automatic disqualification for government

Y

assistance. *®
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states. While | have no issue in helping those in need, the
program has some gaping holes. | have witnessed SNAP
recipients buy Starbucks beverages using their SNAP benefits.
Additionally, I once witnessed a man buy $100+ dollars worth
of lobster tail using a SNAP card. People who are ableto
drive new escalades are not in true need of assistance. These
occurrences happen daily. | have even seen grocery stores
advertise their products, such as Starbucks, as afood stamp
item. | also feel that we should have away of assisting these
families, so they can eliminate their need of food stamps. We
should have budgeting classes, or other program opportunities
to move families away from government dependence. | even feel
that limiting the frequency of how often families get food
stamps could be an option. | do not feel food stamps should be
aguarantee at any timein aperson's life. Furthermore, drug
tests should be mandated for all food stamp recipients. Drug
use should be an automatic disqualification for government
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Comment: The proposed rule changes to the SNAP program here are harmful

to millions of Americans who are currently receiving food
stamps and people would need food stamps in the future, but
not able to receive them because of these rule changes. (A

large majority of those people are children, who have no other
way of feeding themselves.) The economy may appear to be doing
good if one solely relies on national numbers that don't

actually show how real Americans are struggling. Many people
are having to work 2 or more jobs just to put aroof over

their heads. Taking away the small amount of money that they
receive to buy food would be detrimental to not only their
family's financial stability, but also their health. People

will go starving because food is too expensive for them to

buy. | have worked with many families whose parents haven't
eaten in days asthey are giving al the food they are able to
afford to their children. | have worked with individuals who

are disabled and unable to work, who only get $17 dollarsin
SNAP benefits because they make $737 amonth in total income
from social security. (The cutoff in my state is $730 a month
for individuals). These kinds of things should not be

happening in our country. We need to be making sure that every
person in this country is taken care of and provided for. We
honestly should be expanding the SNAP program, not trying to
cut it down. | urge you to please reconsider going through

with these rule changes. Thank you. *©
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Comment: The proposed rule changes to the SNAP program here are harmful
to millions of Americans who are currently receiving food
stamps and people would need food stamps in the future, but
not able to receive them because of these rule changes. (A
large majority of those people are children, who have no other
way of feeding themselves.) The economy may appear to be doing
good if one solely relies on national numbers that don't
actually show how real Americans are struggling. Many people
are having to work 2 or more jobs just to put aroof over
their heads. Taking away the small amount of money that they
receive to buy food would be detrimental to not only their
family's financial stability, but also their health. People
will go starving because food is too expensive for them to
buy. | have worked with many families whose parents haven't
eaten in days asthey are giving al the food they are able to
afford to their children. | have worked with individuals who
are disabled and unable to work, who only get $17 dollarsin
SNAP benefits because they make $737 amonth in total income
from social security. (The cutoff in my state is $730 a month
for individuals). These kinds of things should not be
happening in our country. We need to be making sure that every
person in this country is taken care of and provided for. We
honestly should be expanding the SNAP program, not trying to
cut it down. | urge you to please reconsider going through
with these rule changes. Thank you. *©
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Comment: The changes are long over due for SNAP. So many people have

abuse the system. Others like myself were honest, working, but
couldn't afford to buy food after bills and were not

qualified. It was so unfair. At 1 point | was over the limit

by $3, | was unemployed and needed just alittle help and
working since | was 14 and could not get the help. Not to
mention the lack of respect received at office when you apply.
They act asif you're taking money from their pockets. Working
people need help too, especially when you have other mouths to
feed. Time to crack down on the offenders. *©
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abuse the system. Others like myself were honest, working, but
couldn't afford to buy food after bills and were not

qualified. It was so unfair. At 1 point | was over the limit

by $3, | was unemployed and needed just alittle help and
working since | was 14 and could not get the help. Not to
mention the lack of respect received at office when you apply.
They act asif you're taking money from their pockets. Working
people need help too, especially when you have other mouths to
feed. Time to crack down on the offenders. *©
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Good afternoon, | am writing in to let you how important it is
to NOT close this so called loophole for a benefit like SNAP.
As someone who has been on SNAP benefits and works with those
who use benefits like SNAP, it is so important to understand
the actual life decisions that are being made around those
benefits. | have not met a single person who has the liberty

to just not use their benefits. They are not choosing SNAP

over using other income for food. They are not abusing the
system. They are trying to make everything work with limited
income, low wages, systematic oppression's holding them down.
When they do start to make movement onward and upward they are
bombarded with messages that they no longer fit into a narrow
image of what needing help is. Kicking family and kids off
benefits just when they cross afictional line that the
government has determined (even though most of our
representatives have never been in that situation before) is
cruel. It also creates alack of motivation for more
self-sufficiency. When the asset limit is enforced it

discourages low-income families from saving, and it's ahuge
administrative burden trying to keep track of arecipient's

bank account and other assets. The government should not be
setting up more barriers for children and families. Making
children enroll individually for free lunch is an unnecessary
barrier children and their families will have to do. How could
you possible think that a family who doesn't have the money to
send alunch with their children have time to fill out another
form. How could you think that it is beneficial for achild to
have to go through the process of claiming again that they

dont have a home cooked lunch in front of their peers. These
are more way's to oppress people in our country who are already
dealing with more than any law maker can fathom. | urge
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue to go out and meet the
people who are on the cusp and make the human connection to
his proposed change. Our administration is too removed from
the communities who are impacted by these policies and
programs. *©
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Good afternoon, | am writing in to let you how important it is
to NOT close this so called loophole for a benefit like SNAP.
As someone who has been on SNAP benefits and works with those
who use benefits like SNAP, it is so important to understand
the actual life decisions that are being made around those
benefits. | have not met a single person who has the liberty

to just not use their benefits. They are not choosing SNAP

over using other income for food. They are not abusing the
system. They are trying to make everything work with limited
income, low wages, systematic oppression's holding them down.
When they do start to make movement onward and upward they are
bombarded with messages that they no longer fit into a narrow
image of what needing help is. Kicking family and kids off
benefits just when they cross afictional line that the
government has determined (even though most of our
representatives have never been in that situation before) is
cruel. It also creates alack of motivation for more
self-sufficiency. When the asset limit is enforced it

discourages low-income families from saving, and it's ahuge
administrative burden trying to keep track of arecipient's

bank account and other assets. The government should not be
setting up more barriers for children and families. Making
children enroll individually for free lunch is an unnecessary
barrier children and their families will have to do. How could
you possible think that a family who doesn't have the money to
send alunch with their children have time to fill out another
form. How could you think that it is beneficial for achild to
have to go through the process of claiming again that they

dont have a home cooked lunch in front of their peers. These
are more way's to oppress people in our country who are already
dealing with more than any law maker can fathom. | urge
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue to go out and meet the
people who are on the cusp and make the human connection to
his proposed change. Our administration is too removed from
the communities who are impacted by these policies and
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Comment: Whether the proposed collection of information is necessary

for the proper performance of the functions of the agency,
including whether the information shall have practical

utility; Yes, the collection of dataisimportant if only to

keep states from violating the rules of the program.

Oversight, even in the collection of data keeps administrators
honest. ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of

the information to be collected; Automatically whenever arule
change is enacted via a secure internet line. ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of information on those who
respond, including through the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information technology. Create an
automatic checklist that a computer can sort the information

first *©
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Whether the proposed collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the functions of the agency,
including whether the information shall have practical

utility; Yes, the collection of dataisimportant if only to

keep states from violating the rules of the program.

Oversight, even in the collection of data keeps administrators
honest. ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of

the information to be collected; Automatically whenever arule
change is enacted via a secure internet line. ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of information on those who
respond, including through the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information technology. Create an
automatic checklist that a computer can sort the information
first *©
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Comment: I know 99 percent of the people commenting have never needed
help with food. | do not think their opinion should count.
Most families who receive snap DO work. These people come ting
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Comment: | would like to urge the US Department of Agriculture to
reconsider the cut to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program. There are many working families who rely on this
assistance to ensure they can feed their families. Many of
these families are hard working, but struggling to meet al of
the basic needs of their families. Using their tax dollarsto
provide assistance is a worthwhile use of these funds. Asa
country, we should demonstrate our priorities with the
programs we fund. And if we are funding our military at its
highest levels, why shouldn't we also show our focus on
families and their health. | hope thiswill be given highest
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| would like to urge the US Department of Agriculture to
reconsider the cut to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program. There are many working families who rely on this
assistance to ensure they can feed their families. Many of
these families are hard working, but struggling to meet al of
the basic needs of their families. Using their tax dollarsto
provide assistance is aworthwhile use of these funds. Asa
country, we should demonstrate our priorities with the
programs we fund. And if we are funding our military at its
highest levels, why shouldn't we also show our focus on
families and their health. | hope thiswill be given highest
consideration in the regulation process. *©
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so families can continue to be fed!!! Tax payers dollars
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Regarding proposed changes to SNAP All the wise men who have
graced our planet have WARNED you of the price you will pay
for being cruel to others who have less: "Whoever oppresses

the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind

to the needy honors God." ~ Proverbs 14:31 He who is not
contented with what he has, would not be contented with what

he would like to have. ~ Socrates "All the money you make will
never buy back your soul." ~ Bob Dylan Embrace simplicity,
Reduce selfishness.” ~ Lao Tzu "We are in danger of destroying
ourselves by our greed and stupidity. We cannot remain looking
inwards at ourselves on a small and increasingly polluted and
overcrowded planet." ~ Stephen Hawking History isfull of
wealthy and greedy people who lost touch with the reality of
injustice and have paid a high price. "To those whom much is
given, much is expected.” Have you NO SHAME? |s there nothing
DIRTY DONALD and YOU TRUMPSTERS won't do to hurt people? This
is CRUEL, DISGUSTING, and CONTEMPIBLE. *®
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Its important that children are able to eat as well astheir

parent(s). To cut the supplemental Nutrition Assistant Program

is cruel and inhumane. No child should go to bed hungry.
Children need to be able to grow up strong and healthy. They
need to be able go to school and learn about the world and if

they are hungry, they will not. Y ou need to fight back against
these changes that would affect children who have nothing and
livein poverty. Thisis not what our country should be doing. *©
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