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Comment: In RE: FS-2019-0004-0001 Federal Register Number 2019-08320
The Forest Service has a duty and responsibility as well as an
interest in the land use situation of the properties it
manages. Use of the SF-299 Form for easements and right of way
application is appropriate but information gathering can be
improved. Events point the moral sometimes. Once a project
begins, the connection between land use decisions and who it
affects can become a moot issue. Although 36 CFR Part 251 in
part governs use, occupancy and rights of way reserved by a
grantor of lands to the United States, the application form
above could be further enhanced thus streamlining the process
if the following elements of the work are brought out
specifically: Liability issues and cleanup responsibility
including compensation to the government landowner. In
construction, uses such as depth of cover, impact on roads,
construction methods and time of year when construction will
occur. There are undoubtedly reciprocal forces that bind
federal agencies together and it is essential that decisions
based on the application are made so that it does not make for
a maladjusted land use system.
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