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EXECUTIVE	SUMMARY	

The	purpose	of	this	briefing	book	is	to	provide	a	chronology	of	correspondence	that	has	been	
generated	 on	 the	 subject	 of	 regulating	 cigars,	 and	 specifically,	 to	 provide	 a	 comprehensive	
collection	 of	 the	 messages	 from	 Congress,	 State	 and	 Local	 Officials,	 and	 third-party	
organizations	 that	 have	 a	 vested	 interest	 in	 protecting	 the	 unique	 character	 of	 premium	
handmade	cigars.		

On	April	15,	2011	the	premium	cigar	industry	initiated	its	first	ever	legislative	effort	to	protect	
itself	 from	onerous	 regulations.	 It	was	on	 that	day	 that	Congresswoman	Kathy	Castor	 (D-FL)	
and	 Congressman	 Bill	 Posey	 (R-FL),	 joined	 together	 in	 a	 bi-partisan	 fashion,	 and	 introduced	
legislation	to	exempt	premium	handmade	cigars	from	federal	regulation.		

Throughout	 the	 course	 of	 the	 112th,	 113th	 and	 114th	 sessions	 of	 Congress,	 283	 current	 and	
former	members	of	 the	House	of	Representatives	and	26	current	and	former	members	of	 the	
Senate	 have	 co-sponsored	 The	 Traditional	 Cigar	 Manufacturing	 and	 Small	 Business	 Jobs	
Preservation	Act.		

Of	these	283	Members	of	Congress,	twenty-one	were	the	chairs	of	committees,	and	it	includes	
numerous	 physicians	 and	 nurses.	 	 More	 importantly,	 however,	 of	 those	 283	 seventy-three	
voted	in	favor	of	the	original	Family	Smoking	Prevention	and	Tobacco	Control	Act,	meaning	there	
was	 recognition	 as	 to	 premium	 cigars	 being	 in	 a	 distinctive	 class,	 not	 warranting	 such	
regulatory	scrutiny.		

These	283	members	of	the	House	of	Representatives	and	26	members	of	the	Senate	hail	from	
43	 states.	 Among	 them,	 thirty-five	 have	 either	 individually	 or	 in	 joint	 letters	 with	 their	
colleagues,	written	the	President’s	Administration	 in	defense	of	premium	cigars,	and	they	are	
provided	in	this	report.		

These	legislators	have	carried	the	message	to	key	committees	within	the	Congress.	Consistently	
since	 2011,	 the	 House	 Committees	 on	 Appropriations,	 Foreign	 Affairs,	 Energy	 &	 Commerce,	
Oversight	&	Government	Reform	as	well	as	Small	Business,	have	been	briefed	on	our	issue.	In	
addition,	 the	 U.S.	 Senate	 Committee	 on	 Foreign	 Relations,	 Appropriations	 and	 Health,	
Education,	 Labor	 &	 Pensions,	 and	 Small	 Business	 Committee	 have	 received	 briefings	 and	
information	on	why	cigars	simply	don’t	deserve	this	type	of	regulatory	treatment,	as	proposed	
by	the	U.S.	Food	&	Drug	Administration.		

And,	premium	cigars	are	not	a	partisan	issue.	The	support	for	a	premium	cigar	exemption	from	
FDA	rules	includes	219	Republicans	and	64	Democrats	in	the	House	of	Representatives	and	of	
the	 supporting	 co-sponsors	 in	 the	 Senate,	 fifteen	 were	 Republicans	 and	 eleven	 Democrats,	
which	in	the	current	political	climate,	represents	a	bi-partisan	consensus.		

1



The	message	 as	 to	 the	 harm	 these	 regulations	 would	 bring	 to	 premium	 cigars	 is	 also	 being	
heard	 well	 beyond	 the	 halls	 of	 Congress.	 The	 Department	 of	 Health	 &	 Human	 Services,	 the	
Department	of	Agriculture,	the	Department	of	Homeland	Security,	the	Department	of	State,	the	
Department	 of	 Commerce,	 the	 U.S.	 Small	 Business	 Administration	 and	 the	 National	 Security	
Council	 have	 each	 been	 briefed,	 received	 correspondence,	 and	 been	 informed	 on	 the	
implications	of	regulation.		

There	have	been	350,000	petitions	to	Congress	and	over	40,000	to	The	White	House	in	support	
of	 a	 premium	 cigar	 exemption	 from	 regulation.	 A	 significant	 number	 of	 the	 135,000	 public	
comments	 received	 by	 the	 FDA	 between	 April	 25,	 2014	 and	 August	 25,	 2014,	 were	 also	 in	
support	of	exemption.		

It	is	also	significant	to	note	that	within	this	briefing,	the	Embassies	of	Honduras,	Nicaragua	and	
the	 Dominican	 Republic	 have	 made	 their	 concerns	 known,	 through	 the	 attached	
correspondence	to	the	State	Department,	Commerce	Department,	Food	&	Drug	Administration,	
National	 Security	 Council,	 Department	 of	 Agriculture,	 Small	 Business	 Administration,	 and	
Department	of	Homeland	Security.	These	Ambassadors	have	also	sent	 this	correspondence	to	
the	 membership	 of	 the	 Senate	 Committee	 on	 Foreign	 Relations	 and	 House	 Foreign	 Affairs	
Committee.		

The	 implications	of	 regulation	are	also	 local.	Hence,	 correspondence	 is	 attached	 representing	
the	concerns	 from	the	Mayors	of	Tampa,	Miami	and	Las	Vegas,	coupled	with	 issues	raised	on	
local	economic	impact	from	non-cigar	associated	organizations	such	as	chambers	of	commerce,	
retail	associations,	hospitality	sector,	and	agricultural	interests,	as	well.		

We	 believe	 that	 this	 compendium	 of	 correspondence	 depicts	 the	 concerns	 of	 a	 broad	 cross-
section	 of	 officials,	 agencies,	 organizations	 and	 indeed,	 nations,	 on	 the	 issue	 of	 regulating	
premium	handmade	cigars.	It	substantiates	that	there	are	numerous	unanswered	questions	on	
this	matter,	and	the	need	for	a	deeper	understanding	as	to	the	implications	for	regulating	this	
artisan	and	culturally	significant	product,	in	the	fashion	presented.		

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

CIGAR RIGHTS OF AMERICA | 300 New Jersey Avenue, Northwest | Suite 900 | Washington, DC 20001 
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Title Name Party State	and	District
Representative 	Don	Young R AK−At	L
Representative 	Jo		Bonner R AL-1
Representative 	Bradley		Byrne R AL−1
Representative 	Tim		Griffin R AR-2
Representative 	Mike		Ross D AR-4
Representative 	Eric	A	Crawford R AR−1
Representative 	Steve	Womack R AR−3
Representative 	Tom		Cotton R AR−4
Representative 	Benjamin		Quayle R AZ-3
Representative 	Ed		Pastor D AZ-4
Representative 	David		Schweikert R AZ-5
Representative 	Dennis	A.	Cardoza D CA-18
Representative 	Jeff		Denham R CA-19
Representative 	Jim		Costa D CA-20
Representative 	Howard	P.	"Buck"		McKeon R CA-25
Representative 	Tom		McClintock R CA-4
Representative 	Gary	G.		Miller R CA-42
Representative 	Joe		Baca D CA-43
Representative 	Ken		Calvert R CA-44
Representative 	Dana		Rohrabacher R CA-46
Representative 	John		Campbell R CA-48
Representative 	Jeff	Denham R CA−10
Representative 	David	G	Valadao R CA−21
Representative 	Devin	Nunes R CA−22
Representative 	Stephen	Knight R CA−25
Representative 	Tony		Cardenas D CA−29
Representative 	Edward	R	Royce R CA−39
Representative 	Loretta		Sanchez D CA−46
Representative 	Darrell	E	Issa R CA−49
Representative 	Duncan	D	Hunter R CA−50
Representative 	Paul	Cook R CA−8
Representative 	Cory		Gardner R CO-4
Representative Ken	Buck R CO-4
Representative 	Doug		Lamborn R CO-5
Representative 	Mike		Coffman R CO-6
Representative 	Ed		Perlmutter D CO-7
Representative 	Jared	Polis D CO−2
Representative 	Scott	R	Tipton R CO−3
Representative 	John	B.		Larson D CT-1
Representative 	Joe		Courtney D CT-2
Representative 	Jeff		Miller R FL-1
Representative Bill	Posey R FL-8
Representative 	C.	W.	Bill		Young R FL-10
Representative 	Kathy		Castor D FL-11
Representative 	Vern		Buchanan R FL-13
Representative 	Connie		Mack R FL-14
Representative 	Ileana		Ros-Lehtinen R FL-18
Representative 	Steve	II		Southerland R FL-2
Representative 	Mario		Diaz-Balart R FL-21
Representative 	Allen	B.		West R FL-22
Representative 	Sandy		Adams R FL-24
Representative 	David		Rivera R FL-25
Representative 	Richard	B	Nugent R FL−11
Representative 	Gus	M	Bilirakis R FL−12
Representative 	David		Jolly R FL−13
Representative 	Dennis	A	Ross R FL−15
Representative 	Thomas	J	Rooney R FL−17
Representative 	Patrick		Murphy D FL−18

Members	of	Congress	That	Support	a	Premium	Cigar	
Exemption	---	112th-114th	Congress
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Representative 	Trey		Radel R FL−19
Representative 	Alcee	L	Hastings D FL−20
Representative 	Frederica	S	Wilson D FL−24
Representative 	Carlos	Curbelo R FL−26
Representative 	Joe		Garcia D FL−26
Representative 	Ted	S	Yoho R FL−3
Representative 	Corrine	Brown D FL−5
Representative 	John	L	Mica R FL−7
Representative 	Alan		Grayson D FL−9
Representative 	Jack		Kingston R GA-1
Representative 	Paul	C.		Broun R GA-10
Representative 	Phil		Gingrey R GA-11
Representative 	John		Barrow D GA-12
Representative 	Henry	C.	"Hank	Johnson [ GA-4
Representative 	Tom		Price R GA-6
Representative 	Austin		Scott R GA-8
Representative 	Tom		Graves R GA-9
Representative 	Barry	Loudermilk R GA−11
Representative 	Sanford	D	Bishop D GA−2
Representative 	Lynn	A	Westmoreland R GA−3
Representative 	Rob		Woodall R GA−7
Representative 	Doug		Collins R GA−9
Representative 	Madeleine	Z	Bordallo D GU−At	Large
Representative 	Mazie	K.		Hirono D HI-2
Representative 	Colleen	W	Hanabusa D HI−1
Representative 	Mark	Takai D HI−1
Representative 	David		Loebsack D IA-2
Representative 	Steve		King R IA-5
Representative 	Bruce	L	Braley D IA−1
Representative 	Rod	Blum R IA−1
Representative 	Adam		Kinzinger R IL-11
Representative 	Randy		Hultgren R IL-14
Representative 	Timothy	V.		Johnson R IL-15
Representative 	Donald	A.		Manzullo R IL-16
Representative 	Robert	T.		Schilling R IL-17
Representative 	John		Shimkus R IL-19
Representative 	Jesse	L.	Jackson D IL-2
Representative 	Joe		Walsh R IL-8
Representative 	Robert	J.	Dold R IL−10
Representative 	Rodney		Davis R IL−13
Representative 	Aaron		Schock R IL−18
Representative 	Peter	J	Roskam R IL−6
Representative 	Joe		Donnelly D IN-2
Representative 	Todd		Rokita R IN-4
Representative 	Dan		Burton R IN-5
Representative 	Mike		Pence R IN-6
Representative 	Marlin	A	Stutzman R IN−3
Representative 	Tim		Huelskamp R KS-1
Representative 	Lynn		Jenkins R KS-2
Representative 	Kevin		Yoder R KS-3
Representative 	Mike		Pompeo R KS-4
Representative 	Ed		Whitfield R KY-1
Representative 	Brett		Guthrie R KY-2
Representative 	Geoff		Davis R KY-4
Representative 	Harold		Rogers R KY-5
Representative 	Ben		Chandler D KY-6
Representative 	Thomas	Massie R KY−4
Representative 	Andy		Barr R KY−6
Representative 	Steve		Scalise R LA-1
Representative 	Charles	W.	Boustany R LA-3
Representative 	Jeffrey	M.		Landry R LA-3
Representative 	Vance	M	McAllister R LA−5
Representative 	Andy		Harris R MD-1
Representative 	C.	A.	Dutch		Ruppersberger D MD-2
Representative 	Roscoe	G.		Bartlett R MD-6
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Representative 	Dan		Benishek R MI-1
Representative 	Thaddeus	G.		McCotter R MI-11
Representative 	Bill		Huizenga R MI-2
Representative 	Dave		Camp R MI-4
Representative 	Fred		Upton R MI-6
Representative 	Tim		Walberg R MI-7
Representative 	Candice	S	Miller R MI−10
Representative 	Kerry	L	Bentivolio R MI−11
Representative 	John	R.	Moolenaar R MI−4
Representative 	Mike	Bishop R MI−8
Representative 	Mike	J	Rogers R MI−8
Representative 	John		Kline R MN-2
Representative 	Michele		Bachmann R MN-6
Representative 	Chip		Cravaack R MN-8
Representative 	Tom	Emmer R MN−6
Representative 	Collin	C	Peterson D MN−7
Representative 	Wm.	Lacy		Clay D MO-1
Representative 	W.	Todd		Akin R MO-2
Representative 	Sam		Graves R MO-6
Representative 	Billy		Long R MO-7
Representative 	Blaine		Luetkemeyer R MO-9
Representative 	Emanuel	Cleaver D MO−5
Representative 	Jason	T	Smith R MO−8
Representative 	Bennie	G.	Thompson D MS−2
Representative 	Steven	M	Palazzo R MS−4
Representative 	Ryan	K.	Zinke R MT−At	L
Representative 	Steve		Daines R MT−At	Large
Representative 	Heath		Shuler D NC-11
Representative 	Brad		Miller D NC-13
Representative 	Virginia		Foxx R NC-5
Representative 	Howard		Coble R NC-6
Representative 	Mike		McIntyre D NC-7
Representative 	Larry		Kissell D NC-8
Representative 	Sue	Wilkins		Myrick R NC-9
Representative 	Patrick	T	McHenry R NC−10
Representative 	Mark		Meadows R NC−11
Representative 	George		Holding R NC−13
Representative 	Renee	L	Ellmers R NC−2
Representative 	Walter	B	Jones R NC−3
Representative 	Mark	Walker R NC−6
Representative 	David	Rouzer R NC−7
Representative 	Richard		Hudson R NC−8
Representative 	Robert		Pittenger R NC−9
Representative 	Kevin		Cramer R ND−At	Large
Representative 	Jeff		Fortenberry R NE-1
Representative 	Lee		Terry R NE-2
Representative 	Frank	C.		Guinta R NH-1
Representative 	Charles	F.		Bass R NH-2
Representative 	Jon		Runyan R NJ-3
Representative 	Bill	Pascrell D NJ-8
Representative 	Steven	R.		Rothman D NJ-9
Representative 	Rodney	P	Frelinghuysen R NJ−11
Representative 	Stevan		Pearce R NM-2
Representative 	Shelley		Berkley D NV-1
Representative 	Dina	Titus D NV−1
Representative 	Mark	E	Amodei R NV−2
Representative 	Joseph	J	Heck R NV−3
Representative 	Steven	A	Horsford D NV−4
Representative 	Edolphus		Towns D NY-10
Representative 	Charles	B.		Rangel D NY-15
Representative 	Nan	A.	S.		Hayworth R NY-19
Representative 	Steve		Israel D NY-2
Representative 	Richard	L.		Hanna R NY-24
Representative 	Ann	Marie		Buerkle R NY-25
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Representative 	Tom		Reed R NY-29
Representative 	Gary	L.		Ackerman D NY-5
Representative 	Robert	L.		Turner R NY-9
Representative 	Timothy	H	Bishop D NY−1
Representative 	Michael	G	Grimm R NY−11
Representative 	Christopher	P	Gibson R NY−19
Representative 	Peter	T	King R NY−2
Representative 	William	L	Owens D NY−21
Representative 	John	Katko R NY−24
Representative 	Chris		Collins R NY−27
Representative 	Steve		Stivers R OH-15
Representative 	Tim		Ryan D OH-17
Representative 	Bob		Gibbs R OH-18
Representative 	Jean		Schmidt R OH-2
Representative 	Jim		Jordan R OH-4
Representative 	Bill		Johnson R OH-6
Representative 	Steve		Austria R OH-7
Representative 	Steve	Chabot R OH−1
Representative 	Michael	R	Turner R OH−10
Representative 	James	B	Renacci R OH−16
Representative 	Brad	R.	Wenstrup R OH−2
Representative 	John		Sullivan R OK-1
Representative 	Dan		Boren D OK-2
Representative 	Tom		Cole R OK-4
Representative 	Markwayne		Mullin R OK−2
Representative 	David		Wu D OR-1
Representative 	Greg		Walden R OR-2
Representative 	Kurt		Schrader D OR-5
Representative 	Tom		Marino R PA-10
Representative 	Lou		Barletta R PA-11
Representative 	Mark	S.		Critz D PA-12
Representative 	Tim		Holden D PA-17
Representative 	Tim		Murphy R PA-18
Representative 	Mike		Kelly R PA-3
Representative 	Jason		Altmire D PA-4
Representative 	Glenn		Thompson R PA-5
Representative 	Patrick		Meehan R PA-7
Representative 	Michael	G.		Fitzpatrick R PA-8
Representative 	Bill		Shuster R PA-9
Representative 	Robert	A	Brady D PA−1
Representative 	Keith	J	Rothfus R PA−12
Representative 	Charles	W	Dent R PA−15
Representative 	Scott		Perry R PA−4
Representative 	James	R.		Langevin D RI-2
Representative 	Tim		Scott R SC-1
Representative 	Joe		Wilson R SC-2
Representative 	Jeff		Duncan R SC-3
Representative 	Trey		Gowdy R SC-4
Representative 	Mick		Mulvaney R SC-5
Representative 	Tom		Rice R SC−7
Representative 	Scott		DesJarlais R TN-4
Representative 	Jim		Cooper D TN-5
Representative 	Marsha		Blackburn R TN-7
Representative 	Stephen	Lee		Fincher R TN-8
Representative 	David	P	Roe R TN−1
Representative 	Charles	J	Fleischmann R TN−3
Representative 	Diane	Black R TN−6
Representative 	Louie		Gohmert R TX-1
Representative 	Michael	T.		McCaul R TX-10
Representative 	Michael	Conaway R TX-11
Representative 	Ron		Paul R TX-14
Representative 	Ruben		Hinojosa D TX-15
Representative 	Bill		Flores R TX-17
Representative 	Randy		Neugebauer R TX-19
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Representative 	Ted		Poe R TX-2
Representative 	Pete		Olson R TX-22
Representative 	Francisco	"Quico"		Canseco R TX-23
Representative 	Kenny		Marchant R TX-24
Representative 	Blake		Farenthold R TX-27
Representative 	Henry		Cuellar D TX-28
Representative 	Sam		Johnson R TX-3
Representative 	Eddie	Bernice		Johnson D TX-30
Representative 	Pete		Sessions R TX-32
Representative 	Randy	K.Weber R TX−14
Representative 	Will	Hurd R TX−23
Representative 	Roger		Williams R TX−25
Representative 	John	R	Carter R TX−31
Representative 	Steve		Stockman R TX−36
Representative 	Ralph	M	Hall R TX−4
Representative 	E.	Scott		Rigell R VA-2
Representative 	Randy		Forbes R VA-4
Representative 	Robert		Hurt R VA-5
Representative 	Bob		Goodlatte R VA-6
Representative 	Morgan		Griffith R VA-9
Representative 	Robert	J	Wittman R VA−1
Representative 	Dave	Brat R VA−7
Representative 	Dan	Newhouse R WA−4
Representative 	James	Sensenbrenner R WI-5
Representative 	Thomas	E	Petri R WI−6
Representative 	Sean	P	Duffy R WI−7
Representative 	Reid	J	Ribble R WI−8
Representative 	David	B.		McKinley R WV-1
Representative 	Shelley	Moore		Capito R WV-2
Representative 	Alexander	X.	Mooney R WV−2
Representative 	Nick	J	Rahall D WV−3
Representative 	Cynthia	M	Lummis R WY−At	Large

Senator Tom	Cotton R Arkansas
Senator John	Boozman R Arkansas
Senator	 Cory	Gardner R Colorado
Senator Marco	Rubio R Florida
Senator Bill	Nelson D Florida
Senator Saxby	Chambliss R Georgia
Senator Mazie	Hirono D Hawaii
Senator Brian	Schatz D Hawaii
Senator Joe	Donnelly D Indiana
Senator Jerry	Moran R Kansas
Senator David	Vitter R Louisiana
Senator Mary	Landrieu D Louisiana
Senator John	Walsh D Montana
Senator Jon	Tester D Montana
Seantor Ben	Nelson D Nebraska
Senator Dean	Heller R Nevada
Senator Kelly	Ayotte R New	Hampshire
Senator Bob	Menendez D New	Jersey
Senator	 Thom	Tillis R North	Carolina
Senator Jim	Inhofe R Oklahoma
Senator Pat	Toomey R Pennsylvania
Senator Bob	Casey,	Jr. D Pennsylvania
Senator Tim	Scott R South	Carolina
Senator Lindsey	Graham R South	Carolina
Senator Lamar	Alexander R Tennessee
Senator Joe	Manchin D West	Virginia
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KATHY CASTOR  
14TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA ~ 

COMMITTEE ON 
ENERGY AND COMMERCE 

r. 

.SSUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ' 
ENERGY ANO POWER 

SUBCOMMRTEEOM (~on,~ress 	U~titP~► ~ttt#.e,~ OVERSlGRT ANO INVF.STlGAT10NS 
,~f  t.t~E 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 
34nusP nf igPprEsPnYtttiueB 

REGIONAL WHIP 
 

Margaret A. Hamburg 	
Wttn4iltgtnu, Wn 211515—II914 

Commissioner 
Food and Drug Administration 
Room 1061 
5630 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, MD 20852 

YVA$HINS,T_QN OFFICE: 

205 CANNON BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202)225-3376 

DI$TR ICT OFFICE:  

4144 NORTH ARMENIA AVENUE 
SUITE 300 

TAMPA, FL 33607 
(813)871-2817 

www.castor.house.gov  

August 7, 2014 

Below you will find an analysis from a constituent of mine regarding the preservation of 
an historic landmark and functioning cigar factory within my district. My constituent believes 
that it will provide the Food and Drug Administration ("FDA") a new perspective on the 
unintended consequences we will face at home if new rules pursuant to the Family Smoking 
Prevention and Tobacco Control Act are not carefully crafted and considered. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Cas r 
United States Representative 
Florida — District 14 

**~ 

I would like to offer assistance to the Office of U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor (Julie) & AIA- 
Tampa Bay Heritage Committee (Kim) regarding any of the community initiatives/efforts that 
may relate towards preventing HHS FDA 21 CFR Parts 1100, 1140 & 1143 from causing great 
damage to the historical integrity of the Ybor City National Historic Landmark District & our 
Community as a greater whole via the various regulations that would be imposed upon the J. C. 
Newman Cigar Co. & lead to the eventual closure of this historic company associated with 
the District. 

Aside from providing some found information to the J.C. Newman Cigar Co. directly, I have 
been trying to help by taking the following actions between the last 2 days: 

• Contacted the White House's special Council associated with Environmental Quality, per 
direction from both the National Preservation Institute & the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA 1969). 

o Point of Contact given at the White House Council on Environmental Quality is 
the following individual: 

PRIN7ED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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■ Horst Greczmiel - Associate Director for NEPA Oversight 
• Reason for contacting Council on Environmental Quality is related to the information 

identified in red below. 

• Preparing a statement to post via Regulations.gov . Statement will work to identify 
specific provisions from the following Federal Legislation/Documents that are potentially 
applicable to the matter 

o Potentially most useful piece of Federal Legislation/Documentation that I have 
currently come across includes the following: 

• National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA 1969) 

■ Issuing a special request to conduct another Environmental Impact 
Assessment to understand how proposed Rule(s) associated 
with HHS FDA 21 CFR Parts 1100, 1140 & 1143. Reason for 
request based on the initial Assessment not taking into 
consideration the affect the Rule(s) would have on 
preserving "important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our 
national heritage" per NEPA Sec. 101(b) 

■ Due to the "important historic" &"cultural" aspects of our 
"national heritage" existing within the Ybor City National Historic 
Landmark District, a Dfstrict recognized on the Natfonal Register 
of Historic Places by both the U.S. Department of the Interior & 
its National Park Service; NEPA Sections 2, 102, 103, 104, in 
addition to NEPA Section 101 in its entirety should be able to be 
used as a justified reason to conduct another Environmental Impact 
Assessment regarding the proposed Rule(s) identified above. 

• Important "historic" & "cultural" aspects found within 
the District that will be directly impacted by the proposed Rule(s) 
are both the "historic" E. Regensberg & Sons Cigar Factory & the 
various "historical resources" & the period specific practices that 
are maintained within the Building by the J.C. Newman Cigar Co. 
As specifically cited within the NPS Registration Form that was 
submitted to both the U. S. Department of the Interior & 
its National Park Service for Ybor City's acceptance as a National 
Historic Landmark Distrfct on the National Registry of Historic 
Places, the identification of the Building as being the "only major 
Ybor City factory still manufacturing cigars" was a releva.nt 
historical quality included within the Form. Also of national 
"historical" &"cultural importance" is J. C Newman Cigar Co. is 
the last large-scale cigar factory in the U.S. producing cigars in a 
manner using historic, 1930's-era cigar manufacturing practices, 
much of which is completed by human means rather than an 
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automated process. Loosing this Factory would discontinue the 
128 year history of Ybor City manufacturing the good which was 
the sole purpose of its intention as a 20th Century American 
Company Town. 

o Other pieces of potentially relevant Federal Legislation 
• National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Amended in 2006) 
• Executive Order — 12866 1 Regulatory Planning & Review (President 

Obama) 
• Executive Order —13287 1 Preserve America (President George W. Bush) 
• Executive Order — 13563 Improving Regulation & Regulatory Review 

(President Clinton) 
• Executive Order — 11593 Protection & Enhancement of the Cultural 

Environment (President Nixon) 

Contacted Dr. Tim Parsons, the State of Florida's Historic Compliance & Review 
Director. Contact was made to provide testimony & acknowledge concern. Dr. Parsons 
has said he will be available for Council regarding the situation & can assist in any way 
he can. He currently has investigated the matter & says there hasn't been a way he can see 
using NHPA Section 106. 

• Contacted the Southeastern Regional Office associated with the National Park Service's 
National Historic Landmark Program. Left a message regarding the issue with the 
Office's Point of Contact. Response pending. 

Discussed the above with a Representative (Julie) from the Offrce of U. S. Rep. Kathy 
Castor regarding the information identified in red above. 

I am happy to help you all with anything else that might advocate on behalf of this effort. 

You can contact me either through using my contact information provided below. 

As the Newman family, my family has also been here for four generations & we do not want to 
see this industry of primary historical importance to both the Dfstrict & our Community go away 
forever. Many members of my family worked in the cigar industry, including my great-grand 
parents & many great aunts & uncles who defined their way of life through the means associated 
with Ybor City's core reason for existence - an Amerfcan Company Town that was developed by 
Vincent Martinez-Ybor for the primary purpose of producing the cigar. 

I will be looking forward to hearing from you both regarding your views associated with the 
above in the near future. 

Matthew D. Suarez 
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DAVID W. JOLLY • Seminole District Office
... _ ' 9210113th Street
13th District, Florida

Seminole, FL 33772
(727)392-4100

St. Petersburg District Office

425 22nd Ave. N. Ste. C

St. Petersburg, FL 33704
(727) 823-8900

Congress of tfje Unite* States
House of &epregentattoes(

2407 Rayburn House Office Building

„ . Washington, DC 20515-0913
GHaghmston, 2SC 20515-0913 (202) 225-5961

August 7, 2014 jm jtyjg-8 P Ml

Margaret A. Hamburg
Commissioner

Food and Drug Administration
Room 1061

5630 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD 20852

RE: Exempt Premium Cigars - Update "Premium Cigar" Definition - Food & Drug
Administration, Docket No. FDA-2014-N-01 89, RIN 0910-AG38

Dear Dr. Hamburg:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the recently released U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) proposed rule relating to tobacco products pursuant to the Family
Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act (the Act). I urge the FDA to adopt its proposed
"Option 2" which exempts "premium cigars" from regulation, and amend the "Option 2"
definition of "premium cigar".

The intent of the Act was to target tobacco products marketed to children and products which
cause addiction. Premium cigars fall under neither of those categories. Premium cigars differ
significantly from most other tobacco products because they are not mass-produced or sold in
stores frequented by minors. They have established artisan traditions and a cultural niche. For
example, premium cigars in Tampa are created through a process that blends "hand-crafting" and
historically-significant early 20th century machines, producing refined products enjoyed by
adults in moderation often at celebratory occasions. New regulations on premium cigars would
impose considerable costs and unnecessary burdens on small "mom and pop" businesses
throughout my community.

In the proposed rule, the FDA offers a option known as "Option 2" which would exempt
premium cigars from the regulations for tobacco products which may appeal to children and
which cause addiction. "Option 2" defines "premium cigars" as: wrapped in whole tobacco leaf;
contain a 100 percent leaf tobacco binder; contain primarily long filler tobacco; are made by
manually combining the wrapper, filler, and binder; have no filter, tip, or non-tobacco
mouthpiece and are capped by hand; do not have a characterizing flavor other than tobacco;
weigh more than six pounds per thousand units; and sell for $10 or more per cigar.

While I agree with the exemption for premium cigars, it is my hope that the definition be
modified to eliminate the arbitrary $10 per cigar price point and include cigars rolled by hand-
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operated, vintage cigar machines, like those in my community. I believe a more appropriate
definition of a "premium cigar" would be the more logical and widely-accepted definition used
in legislation currently before Congress:

a. Any roll of tobacco that is wrapped in 100 percent leaf tobacco, bunched with 100
percent tobacco filler, contains no filter, tip or non-tobacco mouthpiece, weighs at
least 6 pounds per 1,000 count, and-

1. has a 100 percent leaf tobacco binder and is hand rolled;
2. has a 100 percent leaf tobacco binder and is made using human hands to lay the
leaf tobacco wrapper or binder onto only one machine that bunches, wraps, and
caps each individual cigar; or
3. has a homogenized tobacco leaf binder and is made in the United States using
human hands to lay the 100 percent leaf tobacco wrapper onto only one machine
that bunches, wraps, and caps each individual cigar; and

b. does not include a cigarette or a little cigar

The proposed $10 price-point is arbitrary and would shutter certain smaller companies, including
some in my community. Cigar Aficionado, the leading magazine for premium cigar reviews,
rated 608 premium cigars in 2013, and nearly 70 percent fell below $10 per cigar. About half of
Cigar Aficionado's top 25 cigars of 2013 were priced less than $10. Even the FDA's proposal
acknowledges that 87 percent of premium, hand-made cigars sold on one well-known Internet
site sell for less than $10. The definition of "premium cigar" would be better determined by the
size of the cigar and tobacco leaf wrapper or binder and the use of some (but not limited to)
hand-crafting.

I strongly support the intent of the Act to eliminate tobacco use among children; however this
objective must be executed with reasonableness. There is no evidence that minors consume
premium cigars or that these products have any youth appeal. FDA should follow the stated
legislative intent of the Act and target products marketed to children and which cause addiction.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter not only in my district but throughout the
country. I appreciate the opportunity to offer my comments. Should you or your staff need,
please contact Jenifer Nawrocki in my Washington, D.C., office by phone at (202) 225-5961 or
email at Jenifer.Nawrocki@mail.house.gov.

With much respect,

D 1 st^Co
David W. Jolly f
Member of Congress
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Dr. Margaret A. Hamburg 
Commissioner 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
10903 New Hampshire Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD 20993 

Dear Dr. Hamburg: 
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August 8, 2014 

TODD ROKITA 
4TH DISTRICT, INDIANA 

COW.11ITEE ON THE BUDGET 

COMMITIEE ON HOUSE 
ADMINISTRATION 

COMMIITEE ON EDUCATION 
AND THE WORKFORCE 

ROKITA HOUSE.GOV 

I write today to provide comments on the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) proposed 
rule relating to the definition of tobacco products pursuant to the Family Smoking Prevention 
and Tobacco Control Act (Tobacco Control Act) (Docket ID: FDA-2014-N-0189). This rule 
contemplates two options for the interpretation of the jurisdiction and authority of the FDA under 
the Tobacco Control Act. The first would extend the FDA's authority under the Tobacco 
Control Act to all products that satisfy the statutory definition of "tobacco product" under the 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. The second option would exempt "premium cigars" from 
regulation under the Tobacco Control Act. 

After review of the proposed rule, I believe that the second option, with the exemption 
applied to premium cigars, would be the better option. Simply put, the Tobacco Control Act, 
when passed into law by the 111 111 Congress, sought to reduce the availability and targeted 
advertising oftobacco products to minors. In addition, Congress sought to reduce the health 
effects caused by habitual tobacco use. To bring premium cigars under the penumbra of 
regulation as a result of a law addressing those concerns would be unnecessary and improper in 
light of the intent of Congress. That is, premium cigars are neither targeted towards minors nor 
used by enthusiasts with a frequency that could reasonably be described as habitual. 

It is apparent that the FDA recognizes this fact in that the exemption of premium cigars is 
an option wi thin the proposed rule. That option would exempt any hand rolled tobacco that is 
wrapped in 100% leaf tobacco, bunched with 100% tobacco filler, weighs at least 6 pounds per 
1,000 count, and is greater than $10. It is that arbitrary price qualifier that prevents the second 
option from being the important and effective exemption that the FDA seeks. 

At $10 per cigar, the exemption would not apply to a large portion of the premium cigars 
available on the market today. According to Marvin Shanken, editor and publisher of the 
acclaimed cigar review magazine Cigar Aficionado, 416 of the 608 non-Cuban cigars rated by 
the publication in 201 3 fall below the $ 10 price point. Further, the $10 qualilier does nothing to 

236 CANNON HOUSC OFIICf BUILDING WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 • (202) 225 5037 • (202) 226·0544 (lAX) 
34



advance the goals of the Tobacco Control Act. An $8 premium cigar is no more targeted to 
minors nor more habitually used than an $11 premium cigar. Removing the price qualifier 
would still accomplish the goals sought by Congress and the FDA and would prevent 
unnecessary economic harm to cigar makers across the country-including National Cigar 
Corporation located in Frankfort, Indiana, which I represent. 

I appreciate that the FDA has attempted to address the concerns of cigar enthusiasts and 
manufacturers across the country. However, the proposed rule has yet to adequately do so. For 
that reason and for those outlined above, I request that the FDA implement a rule to exempt 
premium cigars from regulation under the Tobacco Control Act without a price qualification. To 
do so would still fulfill the intent of Congress and protect the premium cigar industry and 
culture. 

Sincerely, 

Todd Rokita 
Member of Congress 

TER/sd 
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Cigar Aficionado: Tres Lindas Cubanas Cigars Sparking Business Success
Partners Yvonne and Yvette Rodriguez detail journey into the industry

by Richard Spiropoulos    Posted: November 4, 2014

(Image: Tres Lindas Cubanas)

Whether you are a smoker or not, chances are at some point in your life you might have had cigar envy.

For some, there’s just something eye-catching and inherently trendy about firing up a stogie.

When it comes to cigars, it’s no secret that Cubans are top of the line, but of course ever since the 1962 embargo, everything with a “Made in Cuba” sticker became illegal here. But there’s
another coveted option: Nicaraguans.

They come highly recommended by true cigar aficionados and are arguably just as good. Other countries like the Dominican Republic and Honduras make their own cigars, but since Cuba
was the first officially recognized nation to cultivate, they’ve become the gold standard to which all others are judged.

Tres Lindas Cubanas Cigars, a black-owned cigar line is carving out a name for itself in the industry. BlackEnterprise.com caught up with twins Yvonne and Yvette Rodriguez,
two of the four partners in the company, to talk about how they got into the industry and the family legacy that led them to a lucrative enterprise.

They recall memories of growing up on South Florida, where their grandmother would smoke cigars. The partners began working on starting the business last year after a trip out to Costa
Rica.

“We were sitting by the pool and we met a gentleman who owns a cigar factory in Nicaragua. We frequent cigar shops on the regular and we partnered up to receive cigars from him
regularly and before we knew it we were hashing out blends,” the sisters recall.

Tobacco flavor comes off the soil and climate of a location before it is harvested. By January they had a team in place here and in Nicaragua to grow, blend and roll the leaves and since then
they haven’t looked back.

They created and market their cigar line in the spirit and reflection of today’s cigar aficionado; Urban sophistication and yet traditional.

Check out more on how the business began on the next page …
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Twin sisters, Yvonne Rodriguez,left, and Yvette Rodriguez, right, explore race in Cuban Culture with their cigar line Tres

Lindas Cubanas Cigars.

CREDIT NADEGE GREEN / WLRN
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Yvette Rodriguez is enjoying one of her cigars with a glass of bourbon inside Brickell Cigar Co. just
on the edge of Miami’s Little Havana neighborhood where she grew up.

Brickell Cigar was the first store to carry the boutique cigar line she started with her twin sister,
Yvonne, two years ago, Tres Lindas Cubanas Cigars.

Yvette runs down the names of the company’s three signature smokes.

“La Negrita, La Mulata and our Clarita,” she says pointing to the boxes along a brick-red wall.  

The names loosely translate to: Dark-skinned, tan complexion and fair-skinned.

For Yvonne and Yvette, their cigar line is more than just a business venture; it’s an unexpected
way to talk about race in Cuban culture and their experience being black and Cuban.

Both of Yvonne and Yvette’s parents were born in Cuba where the Afro-Cuban population is
large. But the sisters were born and raised in Miami in a predominantly white Cuban community.

“It was hard for us to define what we were,” says Yvonne, exhaling a cloud of smoke from a Tres
Lindas Cubanas (http://treslindascubanascigars.tumblr.com) cigar.

0:00

Hear Yvonne and Yvette Rodriguez talk about their personal experiences as Afro-Cuban women and how that
inspired their cigar company "Tres Lindas Cubanas Cigar."

Listen
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At school, she says most of her friends thought all Cubans were white. When they looked at her
and Yvette with their dark brown skin and curly hair, they were confused.

They assumed one of the twins’ parents must have been African-American.

“There aren't that many Afro-Cuban exiles that came to Miami back in the day, so then it’s best we
informed them,” says Yvonne between sips of bourbon. “There’s not a half and half.  We are black
Cubans, you know.”

Yvette Rodriguez adds even Cubans in Miami are sometimes confused. 

“They know there are Spanish-speaking black Cubans that exist,” she says. But they’re still
surprised when they meet Yvette and Yvonne.

“I’ll be like, ‘Buenos dias,’" says Yvette. “And it’s like, ‘Oh, habla españnol?’”  

The sister says instead of getting frustrated by
the almost daily public reaction to them —
unapologetic Spanish-speaking black women —
they decided to celebrate the stereotypes of
race in Cuban culture through something very
Cuban: cigars.

Their cigar-puffing Cuban grandmother,
Esperanza Gonzalez, or Wezee as the twins
called her, helped inspire Tres Lindas Cubanas
Cigars.

“She loved smoking cigars,” Yvette says, “My
mom hated it."

Gonzalez smoked her way from from Havana,
Cuba to Little Havana in 1969. She was very
fair skinned; people thought she was white.

Her complexion inspired the twins’ lighter “la
Clarita” cigar. But Yvonne and Yvette had much darker skin — that’s the “la Negrita” cigar.

The sisters say even though Gonzalez didn’t look obviously black, she identified as a black woman,
and taught her twin granddaughters to embrace what they looked like.

(http://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/wlrn/files/styles/x_large/public/201503/Screen_Shot_2015-
03-03_at_11.55.17_AM.png)

Tres Lindas Cubanas Cigars

CREDIT TRES LINDAS CUBANAS CIGARS
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“She would always say, ‘Us black women we have to do this, this and that,’” says Yvette.  “It was
very confusing to a 5-year-old to be saying, ‘We black women,’ and she was white... It was a very
good lesson.”

The third cigar name, “la Mulata,” represents all the shades in between the twins and their
grandma.

Yvonne says when people talk about skin color; they tend to highlight negative stereotypes.

She says there can be negative connotations to being called “dark-skinned,” but when she and her
sister use “la Negrita” for their cigar, they’re celebrating the positive aspects of being dark-
skinned.

“When you think of a strong black woman, she’s a leader. She’s the strongest. That’s why our
maduro blend is the strongest,” Yvonne says.

But Yvonne and Yvette didn’t want their brand to just reflect their race.

They also wanted a way to proclaim their Cuban heritage.

So while the cigar names tackle racial stereotypes, their company name — Tres Lindas Cubanas
Cigars —pays homage to Cuba and an old Cuban song by the same title. 

"It’s like a Cuban anthem,” says Yvette. “When the song comes on the Cuban woman gets up."

Hear Tres Lindas Cubanas below:
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