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THE BEST DECISION IS AN INFORMED ONE - SO LET'S TALK

Carol McGruder, Co-Chair
African American Tobacco Control Leadership Council



Formed in 2008. We educate the African American
community about tobacco use and cessation, partner with
community stakeholders and public health agencies to inform
and affect the direction of tobacco control policy, practices,
and priorities, as it affects the lives of Black American and
African immigrant populations.




Virtual
Signing

Governor Newsom Signs Landmark Bill

A u g u St A Y to End the Sale of Flavored Tobacco

Products in Stores

28, 2020
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Smoking & Tobacco Related Diseases
Kill 45,000
African Americans Every Year




African American Mortality Chart Comparison
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Chemistry + Access = ADDICTION




Family Smoking Prevention and
Tobacco Control Act, 2009

Granted the FDA
the authority to
regulate tobacco
products to
protect the
public health




Family Smoking Prevention and
Tobacco Control Act, 2009

A CIGARETTE ...SHALL NOT CONTAIN... AN
ARTIFICIAL OR NATURAL FLAVOR (OTHER THAN
TOBACCO OR MENTHOL) OR AN HERB OR
SPICE, INCLUDING STRAWBERRY, GRAPE,
ORANGE, CLOVE, CINNAMON, PINEAPPLE,
VANILLA, COCONUT, LICORICE, COCOA,
CHOCOLATE, CHERRY, OR COFFEE, THAT IS A

CHARACTERIZING FLAVOR OF THE TOBACCO
PRODUCT OR TOBACCO SMOKE.

MEANT TO PROTECT CHILDREN, BUT IT
DIDN’T PROTECT OUR BLACK CHILDREN.




Exclusion of Menthol wasn’t based on science.




WHO WILL PROTECT
OUR CHILDREN


















Trickle Down Public Health Policy
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THE LEAST OF THESE: U.S. TOBACCO CONTROL POLICY,

MENTHOLATED CIGARETTES, AND AFRICAN AMERICANS

Carol MoGruder, BA; Phillp Gardiner, DrfH; and Valerie B. Yerger, ND
Afrioan American Tobaooo Control Leaderchip Councll, USA
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e "Inner City” Youth
Marie Evans

*Grew up in Boston public
housing

*Given free Newports at
the age of nine

*Addicted to cigarettes at
age 13

Dead at 54

Family awarded $152
illion judgment

ily Settled for $79



PAVe is a national grassroots organization founded in 2018 by three New York City
moms — Dina Alessi, Meredith Berkman, and Dorian Fuhrman




7= eSIDENT TRUMP HoLDs [
UNDTABLEONVAPING |

g s e e




JUUL Hearing




Social Injustice

The Tobacco Industry targets everyone

But they are particularly pernicious in the Black
community
We have so many other issues to deal with

Tobacco control gets pushed to the back burner
Police Brutality/Systemic Institutional Racism is REAL

Priority Populations are often a bargaining chip in public
health policy negotiations

Doing NOTHING is not an option



A Menthol Ban Would Save
Thousands of Lives (2010-2050)

Ban Scenarios Total U.S. Population Black Population
(Change in Initiation &

Cessation)

10% change 323,107 91,744
20% change 478,154 164,465
30% change 633,252 237,317




What more evidence is needed?
Remove menthol cigarettes from
the marketplace—now

Dr. Valerie Yerger's
powerful editorial in
response to the
recently published
Consequences of a
match made in hell:
the harm caused by
menthol smoking to
the African American
population over
1980-2018, by David
Mendez and Thuy T T
Le is a call to action for
all of us.

"The disproportionate

"Now the
evidence is
irrefutable:
menthol
cigarettes are
killing our
people at a rate
unmatched

by any other
assaults on our

community.” @

Dr. Valerie ‘ferger
Co-Founder AATCLC

toll of menthol cigarettes among African Americans compared

with the general population is a social injustice... There is simply
no ethically acceptable reason to allow the tobacco industry to
continue using a flavouring that makes it easier to start smoking
and harder to quit." The time to remove menthol cigarettes from
the marketplace is NOW.

Read the full editorial here




Read the full editorial here

~

David Mendez ! Thuy TT Le

Just published! New research paper, Consequences of a match
made in hell: the harm caused by menthol smoking to the
African American population over 1980-2018, by David
Mendez & Thuy T T Le, underscores the disproportionate health
harm of menthol smoking on the African American community
over 1980-2018 and the urgent need to remove menthol
cigarettes from the market. Read more here.



Consequences of A Match Made
in Hell....between 1980-2019

» 1.5 million new African
American smokers

» 157, 000 smoking-related
premature deaths among
African Americans

» 1.5 million life-years lost
among African Americans

(Mendez & Le, 2021) (the full article and an
accompanying editorial are also attached.)




African Americans Used As A Tool To
Blunt Public Health For Everybody




Legitimate Concerns of the African
American Community

Racism
Police Brutality

Officer Involved Killings




Anti-Smokin%lE,Saxvs Discriminate

Against Bla and Minorities.

OPINION

By James Hargrove
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The same narrative is used
then and now. Many talking
points like this one are
recycled over time but the
archives are kind enough to
remind us of their origins. ,
October 112016 w

all Meeting 6:30pm

LocAtion: Beebe Memorial Cathedral 3300
Telegraph Oakland CA 94608
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The idea that tobacco product
restrictions will criminalize
African Americans is a
narrative that was created by
the tobacco industry.

Participating Panalist:
Former Congressman Kendrick Meek
President NOBLE: Chief John | Dixon Ill
LEAP (Law Enforcement Against Prohibition):Major Neill Frankiin
DOPA (Orug Policy Aliance): Art Way, Esq.
Community Leaders can RSVP: info@nancakland.org
or call (510) 629.4363

Sponsored by National Action Network & RAl




Eric Garner- “| Can’t Breathe”

BLACK LIVES MATTER

July 17, 2014, choked and left to die in
handcuffs for allegedly selling “loose”
single cigarettes in Staten Island, New
York City.




This Is How a Ban on Tobacco Looks: Unintended
Consequences

By Pastor KW Tulloss & Rev. William smart
Published May 7. 2020 W Tweet | I share | e

The behavior of the Rancho Cordova police officer

who pinned an unarmed 14-year-old African

American boy to the ground and punched him

repeatedly for purchasing a tobacco product is

disgraceful, distressing and outrageous. Sadly,

this is not an isolated incident. It is one of far too

many videos of police using physical force on a

daily basis against people of color in

neighborhoods of color. Most police officers work : - :
hard to do the right thing, but bad police behavior (Casyphoto}
is enabled and fueled by racist policies such as

the proposed ban on the sale of menthol

cigarettes preferred by over 80% of African Americans who choose to smoke.

This is not the first time we have seen a Black man beaten by police for violating tobacco
laws. Eric Garner, father of six, died in NYPD custody in 2014 after he was stopped on
suspicion of selling loose cigarettes.

The Baptist Ministers Conference and Southern Christian Leadership Conference does not
want people to smoke. We don't want our youth to smoke and we strongly encourage
smokers to quit. Although we appreciate the efforts to protect the health and well-being of
all California residents, you cannot ignore the disproportionate unintended consequences
of a menthol cigarette ban on African Americans.
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Elijah McClain: Colorado grand jury
indicts five over Black man'’s death

Attorney general: three police and two paramedics face charges
23-year-old died after being stopped on suburban Denver street
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Diamond
Reynolds

Girlfriend of
Philando Castille-
murdered by
Minneapolis police







WHO WILL PROTECT
THE BLACK COMMUNITY?



San Francisco City-wide
Menthol/Flavor Ban
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Dr. Jonathan Butler
UCSF & NAACP




The African American Tobacco ..
AAT C Control Leadership Council

ing Black Liv

AATCLC News Release Contact: Jackie Wright
888.881.6619

AATCLC Stands with

San Francisco Supervisor Malia Cohen
as She Introduces Bold City-Wide Ordinance to
Restrict the Sale of Menthol & Flavored Tobacco Products
CLICK IMAGE For Full News Conference Courtesy of SFGOVTV.ORG.
!

CITY HALL

The strongest law in the country at that time that
limited sales of all flavored tobacco products

July 7, 2017: Signed into law by Mayor Ed Lee

Effective April 1, 2018 but....




R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company

Dumped $11.5 Million
to Fight San Francisco Ban
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Virtual
Signing

Governor Newsom Signs Landmark Bill

A u g u St A Y to End the Sale of Flavored Tobacco

Products in Stores

28, 2020
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Community Leaders Come Together
Against Racism and Discrimination
Protesting Senate Bill 793

By blackandmagazine - August 17, 2020 > 100 LN

e —

e, -
~ 7

Py
-’ gl
Y~ g
2 T -
&0 - . ‘.":,:.
‘T - o r A S
- SO e N Y 2
N ~
N TR
- y
- <~
" 4 - . 1_
o) B
,_‘ .
m — =
(S

- - s ;b
X .

Black & Magazine Newswire



»
LT

T I LS

e







g in this bill preempts or otherwise prohibits the adoption of a local standard that ImpoSES Gremerzesirictio

What Black
Leadership
Looks Like!

Dr. Shirley N.
Weber.

Former Chair
of California
Legislative
Black Caucus



Finally, the day has come. Beginning
1/1/2021, menthol cigarettes and other
flavored tobacco products will no longer be
sold in stores. That means the tobacco
industry gets no more free passes to prey
on the Black community with their deadly
products, predatory product discounts and
backdoor deals with community leaders to
profit from our demise. It's a huge step
toward protecting the lives of our
community. L }



https://tobaccofreeca.com/we-are-not-profit/




AATCLC and ASH File Lawsuit Against

The Complaint Highlights the Lack of Action to
Protect Thousands of African Americans From
Tobacco-Related Deaths

JUNE 17, 2020 - Today. The African American

Tobacco Control Leadership Council (AATCLC) and

Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) held a virtual : ﬂ

press conference announcing their joint complaint AA TC C
against the FDA. The complaint requests that the The African Amet Caalraton
court compel the FDA to fulfill its mandate to take Control Leadership Council
action on FDAs own conclusions that it would L T
benefit the public health to add menthol to the list

of prohibited characterizing flavors and therefore ban it from sale.
Read the full complaint here.

“We stand before you today to announce that we are suing the United States Food and Drug
Administration for their failure to implement public health policy that protects the health and



https://milwaukeecourieronline.com/index.php/2020/06/19/aatclc-and-ash-file-lawsuit-against-the-fda/




Plaintiffs vs.
FDA

African American Tobacco
Control Leadership Council

Action on Smoking and Health

American Medical Association

National Medical Association



FDA NEWS RELEASE

FDA Commits to Evidence-Based Actions
Aimed at Saving Lives and Preventing Future
Generations of Smokers

Efforts to ban menthol cigarettes, ban flavored cigars build on previous flavor ban and mark
significant steps to reduce addiction and youth experimentation, improve quitting, and
address health disparities

f Share | W Tweet | jp Linkedin | % Email | &= Print

For Immediate Release:  April 29, 2021

**FDA Commitment is only to start the “rule-making” process. No
timeline given on when they will start. The “rule-making” process is
long and will be fraught with tobacco industry interference including
lobbying and potential lawsuits.**




| implemented, the FDA's
enforcement of any ban on menthol

cigarettes and all flavored cigars
will only address manufacturers,
distributors, wholesalers, importers
and retailers. The FDA cannot and
will not enforce against individual
consumer possession or use of
menthol cigarettes or any tobacco
product. The FDA will work to make
sure that any unlawful tobacco
products do not make their way
onto the market.




Healthy communities
facilitate the
iIndividual’s ability to
make healthy choices

www.savingblacklives.org






Lifeboats!!!

Addressing SDOH

Changing Social Norms
> People self-correct

Through Policies
> Binding and Non-Binding

Through Ordinances
> Laws with enforcement mechanisms

Through Relevant Education

Building Community Capacity Building and
ENGAGEMENT

Through Services

> Smoker’s Quit Lines, Mental Health Services,
Stress Reduction

Our Churches!!!iil



DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC.

A SERVICE SORORITY
Grand Chapter

PROHIBTING THE USE OF MENTHOL AS A
CHARACTERIZING FLAVOR IN CIGARETTES

Passed at the 51* National Convention July 2013 with 40,000 members in attendance.




National
Medical
s )| Association

Friday, November 16, 2018 (0 Commenis)

Eshare | G| f |w] 7P|

As the collective voice of African American physicians, the National Medical Association (NMA)
welcomes the announcement by Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Commissioner Gottlieb that the
FDA will seek to prohibit the sale of mentholated cigarettes and flavored cigars. We encourage the
FDA to quickly move forward with this plan.

Implementing this plan would be a lifesaving initiative given that more than 80 percent of African-
American smokers use mentholated cigarettes. As physicians, we are committed to preventing
disease and adverse health conditions that disproportionately impact minorities and underserved
populations. Reducing tobacco use among the African American community is of critical importance.

Smoking-related illnesses are the number-one cause of death in the African- American community
and approximately 45,000 African Americans die each year from smoking-related diseases.

African Americans have the highest surveyed rate of desire to quit smoking but are less successful in
quit attempts than white and Hispanic smokers. This is due in part to the anesthetic effects of
menthol in mentholated cigarettes and the high rate of mentholated cigarette use among African
Americans. By prohibiting the sale of mentholated cigarettes, the FDA would be taking a historic step
forward in protecting African American lives.

The NMA stands ready to support cessation efforts for those who are addicted to mentholated
cigarettes but ready to quit this deadly habit. We encourage the FDA to move swiftly from planning to
implementation.



DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC.

A SERVICE SORORITY
Grand Chapter

A RESOLUTION TOSUPPORT STATE AND LOCAL EFFORTSTO RESTRICT THE
SALE OF MENTHOL CIGARETTES AND OTHER FLAVORED TOBACCO PRODUCTS

Passed at 53" National Convention Las




National Black Nurses Association

August, 2016 — L
4 Yearsor
i Nursing
San Francisco Bay Excellence

Area chapter will
introduce its menthol
and other flavored
tobacco products
resolution at next
NBNA national
convention
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NAACP Adopts Menthol Resolution

July 19, 2016

Calling on branches to support state
and local efforts to regulate menthol
cigarettes and other flavored tobacco
products

October 15, 2016
National Board of Directors ratified
resolution




May 7th -10th, 2021

Traey Ricard Aikens - Farwest Regional
Director

Vyctoria Blake - Farwest Regional
Representative

Dian Harrison § Kennisha Green
Delta Days in Sacramento Co-Chairs

SB 793
recognized as a
“Legislative
Priority”




“DV"’VC% ~ CALIFORNIA HAWAII STATE CONFERENCE

NAACP CA-HI State Conference
Endorses SB 793

December 4, 2021




FOSTERING A LEGACY OF PHYSICAL,
MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL WELLNESS

]
AMP"’F Y’ .’ Mission Vision Staff Regional Partners Resources Services Cessation Resources More
4

African American Statewide Coordinating Center
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Join our fight fo

Save Black Lives




BigTobaccolsRacist.com

BLACK LEADERS
TOBAGCCO INJUSTICE Members News Spread The Word Join Us

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT CALIFORNIA KIDS ™"

Join Black Leaders Against Tobacco Injustice to learn about the racist tactics Big Tobacco has targeted Black
communities with for centuries.

Big Tobacco

IS Racist
450,000

Black Americans died in the last decade due to
smoking




Bold Awareness:

A Fight to the Finish

March 15, 2022
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Passing Laws
to Protect
Black People
marks the
BEGINNING
of real
change. ltis
not magic.

We must work on the
demand side

We need health equity
reparations

We need all of our
community supporting
smokers

Culturally tailored

smoking cessation that
addresses SDOH and
stress reduction

Innovation

REJECTION of
Tobacco Industry




SCLC wants 1965 Votlng Rights Act fully restore

The Atlanta Voic Apr 13, 2021 Updated Apr 14, 2021
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Ehe New dJork Eimes

The 10-year Stacey Abrams project
to flip Georgia has come to fruition.

Jan. 6, 2021
Ey Rald ), Egabel and Astesd 'W Hendon

Stapey Abrams in Atlanta oo Tuesday After losing her race for governor in 2018, she has lod voter

registration effarts in Georgia.
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AATCLC

The African American Tobacco
Control Leadership Council
Saving Black Lives

www.savingblacklives.org

888.881.6619



http://www.savingblacklives.org/

