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Dear OIRA, 
 
 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! Amos 5:24 (NIV) 
 
 As evangelical Christians, we believe that all human life is sacred; that each person conceived is of equal and 
innate value and dignity, and that all human life is worthy of protection. At the Evangelical Environmental 
Network (EEN) we are pro-life from conception to natural death – a theology we share with the National 
Association of Evangelicals, but also one we share with Catholic social teaching and the guidance of Pope 
Francis in his encyclical letter, Laudato si' on care for our common home. 
 
We believe that each child has the right to fulfill their God given potential,” what Jesus called the “abundant 
life” (John 10:10). Jesus was not just referring to a spiritual connection but to a holistic understanding of well-
being, of body and soul together. Jesus was especially concerned about vulnerable populations being denied 
abundant life. “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these’” (Matthew 19:14). Our commitment to Jesus Christ compels us to do all we 
can to defend children both born and unborn children from PM2.5. It is a pro-life concern, plain and simple. 
 
The Evangelical Environmental Network and its community strongly support the Review of the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard for Particulate Matter referenced rule making, and we recommend the standard 
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be (1) science based; finalized at no higher than 8 µg/m3 for annual PM2.5 and 25 µg/m3 for 24-hour PM2.5; and 
(3) revising the form of the short-term standard to 99th percentile.  
 
Air pollution negatively affects the U.S. economy, costing the U.S. roughly 5 percent of its yearly gross 
domestic product (GDP) in damages ($790 billion in 2014). The highest costs come from early deaths, 
attributable to exposure to fine particulate matter (PM2.5).i  
 
However, PM2.5 costs are not merely dollars and cents for the genuine costs include shorten human life from 
conception to early death. Medical research finds that pregnant women who were exposed to the highest levels 
of air pollution were nearly twice as likely as those exposed to the lowest levels to have intrauterine 
inflammation and it appears that the first trimester is the highest risk. These results held up even when 
researchers accounted for factors including smoking, age, obesity, and education levels.ii  Translating into in 
more human terms --Intrauterine inflammation is one of the leading causes of premature birth, which occurs in 
one of every nine births in the United States and one in six African American births.  The same research states 
premature birth may lead to lifelong developmental problems including autism spectrum disorders (ASD).iii  
Additionally statistically thirty-five percent (35%) of pre-terms births result in death, costing the United States 
economy $4.33 billion annually in 2025 dollars.iv 
 
PM2.5 impacts don’t stop at birth. Other research finds that early life exposure to particulate matter may 
influence the development of both allergy and neurodevelopmental disorders. There is convincing evidence to 
support the link between environmental PM2.5 and allergic disorders.v Another study found that the risk of ASD 
increased by 64% with exposure to 10 micrograms of PM2.5 per cubic meter of air (mcg/m3) during early 
childhood and by 31% during prenatal periods. During the prenatal period, the greatest risk was found during 
the third trimester. The results also suggested that PM2.5 exposure could affect vulnerable populations even at 
low levels, below current regulations. The authors noted that there has been a steep rise in the prevalence of 
childhood diagnosis of ASD over the past several years, from 6.7 per 1,000 people in 2000 to 16.8 per 1,000 
people in 2014.vi 
 
Not only are born and unborn children a vulnerable population group, so are people of color. Numerous studies 
present compelling evidence that historically disadvantaged groups, such as Black and Hispanic communities, 
are exposed to higher PM2.5 concentrations than white and non-Hispanic populations.vii contributing to 
increased risk of PM-related adverse health effects. 
 
We could continue to present more research that supports our Biblical call for justice and righteousness at this 
letter’s opening. However, our brief overview makes our point. The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) must use the best available science to set ambient air quality standards that protect and 
defend human life and health.  
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Currently, the primary National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for annual mean 
PM2.5 concentrations is 12 μg/m3. EPA published its draft Policy Assessment (PA) for the 
Reconsideration of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Particulate Matter in 
October 2021, part of its periodic reevaluation of the health protectiveness of the current 
standard. The draft PA evaluates the policy implications of available scientific research on 
the health and welfare effects of ambient PM and considers whether the current standards 
provide adequate public health protection. As our understanding of air pollution and its 
impacts on human health have developed through peer-reviewed epidemiological and 
toxicological research, EPA has made PM standards more protective of public health over 
time. In the recent draft PA, EPA concludes that currently available scientific evidence 
provides support for tighter standards...viii 
 

The moral responsibility, the medical and scientific research, and the economics present a clear and compelling 
case for EPA to use this review to strengthen the standard to no higher than 8 µg/m3 for annual PM2.5 and 25 
µg/m3 for 24-hour PM2.5 and revising the form of the short-term standard to 99th percentile.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Rev. Mitchell C. Hescox 
President/C.E.O. 
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