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An Ecological ‘Crisis’ as 2.9 Billion Birds Vanish

By CARL ZIMMER

The skies are emptying out.

The number of birds in the
United States and Canada has fall-
en by 29 percent since 1970, scien-
tists reported on Thursday. There
are 2.9 billion fewer birds taking
wing now than there were 50
years ago.

The analysis, published in the

Steep Losses Even for
Abundant Species, a
Study Shows

bon Society, called the findings “a
full-blown crisis.”
Experts have long known that

clude habitat loss and wider use of
pesticides. “Silent Spring,” Rachel
Carson’s prophetic book in 1962
about the harms caused by pesti-
cides, takes its title from the un-
natural quiet settling on a world
that has lost its birds:

“On the mornings that had once
throbbed with the dawn chorus of
robins, catbirds, doves, jays,
wrens, and scores of other bird
voices, there was now no sound.”

North America has lost nearly 3 billion

birds since 1970
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North America has lost nearly 3 billion birds over the past five decades
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Declines span
most groups
of birds &
include many
common
species

Gray = non-native species



Rosenberg et al. 2019
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Data source: USFWS; Graphic by Bartels Science lllustrator Megan Bishop



Over 50 species of songbirds known
to be vulnerable to collision are
strongly declining

(e.g., American Kestrel, Wood Thrush, Purple Finch,
Horned Lark, and Golden-winged & Canada Warblers).

Tall structures kill > 950 M birds/year



Oil pits

e 750,000 birds killed
annually, representing 172
species

* More than 80 species are In
steep population decline,
Including Northern
Bobwhite, Eastern and
Western Meadowlarks, Lark
Bunting, and Barn Swallow
that have lost 75% of their
populations since 1970.



The science is clear.
We need to strengthen
protections for our birds
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