
Dear Secretary Shinseki, Dr. Petzel and Dr. Jesse, 
 
It has come to our attention that a new policy is being circulated that will result in certified registered 
nurse anesthetists (CRNAs) becoming licensed independent providers (LIPs) throughout the VA system. 
We write today to express our opposition to this policy and to express genuine distress that such a 
profound change to the way anesthesia services are rendered in the VA system would be considered 
without input from the VA anesthesia leadership.  
 
As the Anesthesia Service Chiefs, we are charged with managing anesthesia resources and ensuring 
patient safety. Among our hospitals there is tremendous variability in the complexity of cases, age and 
health status of patients as well as types of services rendered. While the training for CRNAs and 
anesthesiologists certainly overlaps, nurses and physicians are not interchangeable and the differences 
become more evident with increased case complexity. Each of us bears the responsibility to recruit 
specific anesthesia providers based on the individual needs of our facilities and to deploy those providers 
based on their training and individual capabilities. We have embraced the care team model in which 
CRNAs work under the medical direction or supervision of anesthesiologists and have recruited 
accordingly. A sudden change to the status of nurses and the abandonment of the care team model 
would be extremely disruptive to our services, leaving many of us with inappropriate staffing ratios which 
would directly compromise patient safety and limit our ability to provide quality care to Veterans. 
 
As you are probably aware, the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) earnestly opposes this 
proposed policy. Most of us are active members of the ASA and it is extremely disconcerting for us 
personally that the VA national anesthesia leadership was not even consulted on this important issue. 
The national press regarding this has already been very negative for the VA. At a time when Americans 
are being asked to embrace further government involvement in health care, the revelation that such 
profound changes could be made by the VA administration without the input of clinical leaders would 
undoubtedly produce significant additional negative publicity. 
 
It is our belief that this situation represents a “Stop the Line” moment. We strongly urge you to stop this 
policy from being activated and open a transparent dialogue with us in order to explore and discuss all 
potential consequences, intended and unintended. We are committed to work closely with all parties to 
discuss this important patient safety issue.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Robert D. Warters, MD 
Chief of Anesthesia Service 
Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center 
 
Yasser Sakawi, MD 
Chief of Anesthesia Service 
Birmingham VA Medical Center 
  
Moustafa Ahmed, MD 
Interim Chief of Anesthesiology 
Philadelphia VAMC 
  
Marvina Amerson, DO 
Chief of Anesthesiology, CAVHCS 
  
Jeffrey Baker, M.D. 
Chief of Anesthesia 
New Orleans VA 
  
  



 
Nelson Barcelon, M.D. 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
Northport VAMC 
  
Aimee Becker MD 
Chief, Anesthesia Service 
Wm. S. Middleton VA Hospital 
  
Robert J. Blok, Sr., D.O., FAOCA, DAAPM 
Chief of Anesthesia Section 
Hefner Salisbury NC VAMC 
  
Steven Boggs, M.D., M.B.A. 
Chief, Anesthesiology 
James J. Peters VA Medical Center 
  
Dorina Botas, MD 
Chief, Department of Anesthesiology 
New York VA Medical Center 
  
Michelle Braunfeld 
Chief, Department of Anesthesiology 
VA-Greater Los Angeles 
  
Jerry L. Brown, DO 
Chief, Anesthesia and Perioperative Service 
CTVHCS 
  
Frederick W. Burgess, MD, PhD 
Chief, Anesthesia Section 
Providence VA Medical Center 
  
Susan V. Calhoun MD, MBA 
Chief, Anesthesiology  
VA Medical Center Memphis 
  
Grace L. Chien, MD 
Chief, Anesthesiology Service 
Co-Clinical Director, Operative Care Division 
Portland VA Medical Center 
  
C. Hilary Compton MD 
Chief of Anesthesia 
NMVAHCS 
  
John F Cuchia, MD 
Chief, Anesthesia Service 
CHCSO 
  
Thomas J. Ebert, MD, PhD 
Division Manager Anesthesiology Services 
Clement Zablocki VA Medical Center, Milwaukee, WI 
  
  



 
Mark Edenfield, MD 
Chief Anesthesia Section 
Quillen VA Medical Center 
  
David Fishman, MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
Atlanta VA Medical Center 
  
Thomas Fuhrman, MD, MMSc, FCCP, FCCP 
Chief, Anesthesiology 
Bay Pines VAHS 
  
Michael W. Gatley, MD 
Chief, Anesthesiology 
VACCHCS Fresno 
  
Myriam P. Garzon, M.D. 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
Orlando VA Medical Center 
  
Vladimir Groysman, MD, PhD 
Clinical Director of Anesthesiology, SA VA HCS 
Tucson, AZ 
  
Zurab Guruli,  MD, PhD 
Chief, Anesthesiology Service 
Director, SICU 
G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery VA Medical Center 
Jackson, MS 
 
Kenneth H. Gwirtz, M.D. 
Chief of Anesthesia, RLRVAMC 
Professor of Clinical Anesthesia, Indiana University School of Medicine 
  
Jack Isler, MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
Albuquerque VA 
  
Kishor Jadhav, MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology  
VA Eastern Kansas Health Care System 
  
John W. Katz 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
VA New Jersey Health Care System 
  
David Kazdan, MD, PhD 
Chief, Anesthesiology Service, 
Cleveland Department of Veterans' Affairs Medical Center 
  
Robert W. Kennedy, M.D. 
Chief, Anesthesia 
VA St. Louis Health Care System 
  
  



 
Malcolm Klein MD 
Chief, Anesthesia Service 
JH Haley Veterans Hospital 
  
Michael J. Knitter, MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
James E. Van Zandt VA Medical Center 
  
Donald A. Kroll, MD, PhD 
Chief of Anesthesiology Section 
Gulf Coast Veterans Health Care System 
  
Kay B. Leissner, M.D., Ph.D. 
Chief, Anesthesiology and Critical Care Service  
Secretary/Treasurer AVAA 
VA Boston Healthcare System  
  
Edward R. Mariano, MD, MAS (Clinical Research) 
Chief, Anesthesiology and Perioperative Care Service 
VA Palo Alto Health Care System 
 
Michael Mangione MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology and Director of Pain Services 
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System 
  
Mohammed Minhaj MD 
Chief/Director of Anesthesia 
VAPSHCS 
  
Ghassan Moufarrege, MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
VA Medical Center 
Huntington, WV 
  
W. Bosseau Murray 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
Lebanon VA Medical Center 
  
Robert W Myyra MD 
Chief of Anesthesia Service 
VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System 
  
Nader D. Nader, MD, PhD, FCCP 
Chief, Perioperative Care & Anesthesia 
VA WNY Healthcare System 
  
Charles A. Napolitano, MD, PhD 
Chief, Anesthesiology Service 
CAVHS 
  
  



 
Hyun Ju Nelson, MD 
Acting ACOS Surgery and Specialty 
VCB 
  
Edward J. Norris, MD,MBA,FAHA 
Director, Department of Anesthesiology 
Baltimore VA Medical Center 
  
Kevin Novak MD 
Erie VAMC 
Kevin Nugent MD 
Chief , Department of Anesthesiology 
VA Medical Center Sacramento 
  
David Odell, M.D. 
Chief, Anesthesia Service 
SLC VA Medical Center 
  
Julie L. Oppenheimer MD 
Chief of Vascular Anesthesia  
Bruce W. Carter Miami VA Hospital 
  
Barbara Page, MD 
Acting Chief, Anesthesia 
Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans’ Hospital 
  
Bryan T. Pearson, MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology  
VA Central Iowa Health Care System 
  
Albert C. Perrino, Jr, MD 
Chief, Anesthesiology Service 
VA-Connecticut 
  
Charise Petrovitch, M.D. 
Chief, Anesthesia Section 
VA Hospital Washington, DC 
  
Roma Polce, MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology 
VA Southern Nevada Healthcare System 
  
Gurdev Rai MD 
Chief of Anesthesiology  
Eastern Colorado Health Care System 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
  
Karen Ringsred, MD 
Chief, Anesthesia Section 
Minneapolis VA Health Care system 
  
Marcos Rosado, MD 
Lead Anesthesiologist Fayetteville VA Medical Center 
Fayetteville, NC 
  



Mark Mitchell, MD 
Anesthesia Service Chief 
VAMC San Diego 
  
Daniel P. Reese, M.D. 
Chief, Anesthesiology Service 
VAMC Lexington, KY 
  
Ken Schlesinger, MD 
Head, Anesthesia Section 
VAIHCS 
  
Ahmed Shoukath, MD 
Amarillo VA Healthcare System 
  
Benjamin Suarez, MD 
Chief, Anesthesiology 
NYHHS-Brooklyn 
  
Raj Uppal, MD 
Chief of Anesthesia & Pain Clinic 
Medical Director Hines Operating Rooms 
Hines VA Hospital  
  
Ingrid Vaughan, MD 
Chief of Anesthesia 
Samuel S. Stratton VA Medical Center 
  
Art Wallace, M.D., Ph.D.                 
Chief Anesthesia Service 
VAMC Anesthesia (129)                  
San Francisco, CA 94121   
  
Ann Walia, MD 
Chief, Anesthesia Service 
Tennessee Valley   
  
Jimmie P. Watkins, DDS,PhD,MD 
Chief, Anesthesiology Service 
McGuire VA Medical Center 
  
             
  
 


