
We, the undersigned, are members of the direct care workforce and are grateful that CMS
has acknowledged our contributions to the delivery of Medicaid services. We wish to
express support for the rule and ask CMS to keep the provision that 80 percent of the
money Medicaid pays for the work we do in personal / home care goes toward our wages.
We also want CMS to strengthen the work of the Interested Parties Advisory Group,
ensuring our voice is heard and we have a seat at the table in developing
recommendations on rates that affect the wages and working conditions of our industry.
The wages we currently earn are not enough to take care of ourselves and our families.
Many of us have to take second jobs to survive, live paycheck to paycheck, are unable to
take any personal time off, or have savings for rainy days or for retirement. Providing
services while under constant stress of making ends meet is neither good for our own
health or for the clients we serve. Many of us are also considering having to leave the
industry because of the low wages. We urge CMS to do everything in its power to raise
our wages and recognize our hard work.

”​​I have two jobs just to make ends meet. I have been doing this work for over 30 years.” Linda
Bravo, PA

“I have to work 60 to 70 hrs. a week to make ends meet.” Angela Hazelwood, VA

“Working check to check is just draining on me and my family mentally, with trying to decide on
what bill to pay first or how to make the groceries last. It's a lot and we ask you to help us and
understand our urgent needs.” Jacquelyn Arnold, GA

“Yes, I’ve worked 16 hour shifts multiple days in a row weekly just to be able to afford rent. A
higher wage would mean that me & my family would get a chance to catch our breath for once &
focus & love on each other more.” Alafia Coker, WI.

“Me ha afectado mucho el poco salario recibido. Es difícil con el aumento de las necesidades
básicas, poder cubrir mis gastos mensuales . Un mayor salario sería muy de mucha ayuda y
bienestar emocional para toda mi familia, estaríamos mejor y más tranquilos. Gracias” Lucia
Terrazas, NM

“I am never at home. I pay rent for the house that I don’t even spend time in. I can’t afford to
miss a day of work or my bills won’t be paid.” Naomi Muyangwa, IL

“Siendo madre soltera he tenido que trabajar 2 trabajos. Pues las agencias no pagan más de
10 dólares.” Sonia Bonet, TX

“It's not just the wages. We don't receive any benefits. So we have to work being sick otherwise
we don't get paid. The wages won't pay for going to the doctor. What about dental work or eye
care. We get nothing but we are supposed to work all the time.” Cheryl Johnson, MN



“Low wages mean I rely on government subsidies to pay for my family’s health care, education,
and soon for my housing. Low wages for home care workers mean more people are
institutionalized, diminishing their independence and autonomy and making corporations rich.”
Hannah Karpilow, CA

“Caregivers are in HIGH demand, unfortunately with inflation and the Medicaid program only
paying companies $15 per hr, they top out their employees at $10.00, no insurance or benefits.
When McDonald's is paying $17 per hr, Wal-Mart is offering college to employees...WHY
become or stay a caregiver??” Darlene Ulibarri, NV

“Homecare workers would be more likely to stay working as caregivers, rather than quitting, if
they had higher wages.” Lisa Read, OR

“I was a caregiver for twenty years, and while I am grateful for the sense of meaning, integrity,
and purpose taking care of another human being can bring, it is labor intensive, often
exhausting, and can consume one’s time and attention to the point of neglecting self-care.
Caregivers deserve a fair wage! Being adequately compensated would remove the pressure of
making ends meet and allow the burden of worry and concern to be lifted. The ease of this
preoccupation with being able to survive would allow caregivers more focus on the client in
need!” Christina Turano, CA

“I was a Home Health Aide for 2 years and I strongly believe the work is necessary and
under-appreciated. There are so many people that worry about their loved one whether they be
elderly or disabled. A lot of people believe that they only put in as much work as they are paid
for, so we need to make sure that in order to get quality care for our loved ones we provide
quality wage.” Iyesha Alston, GA.

“I am one of the few lucky ones because my husband and family earn more in their professions
and have been able to support me. I can't imagine how I would have survived on my own. I hear
that the average one-bedroom apartment demands a current wage of about $26.00 today,
according to the National Low Income Housing Coalition (retrieved today at nlihc.org). This
means that even $15.00 an hour is no longer enough to ensure that direct care workers are
rested and alert enough to be able to in turn ensure that they can keep clients safe while driving
them, handling their medications, etc., since direct care workers would have to work close to 80
hours a week continuously to afford their own housing, not to mention their own other basic
expenses such as food and health care. Their wages need to be raised accordingly. Workers
cannot provide safe care for clients if they are sleep-deprived from having to work multiple jobs
to make ends meet.” Francine Allen, NJ

“When care workers show up and are diligently assisting other families with our time, love and
energy we deserve to be loved on. There isn't any good enough reason that we should show up
for everyone else's family and our own families are being neglected. Care workers should be
'Top Tier Paid Workers AKA Essential Workers' just as our responsibilities are! ” Renee
Osborne, NY.



“If you’re getting a good paycheck, your level of care will go up because you feel like your being
appreciated for all your work. This is not an easy job- it comes with a lot of ups and downs. “
Kathy Danielkebir, NH

“The people who care for our most vulnerable family members and who care for our homes
deserve living wages. It is hard work that requires love, integrity and care, and deserves
adequate pay and access to healthcare and paid leave. It’s unethical to keep workers living in
poverty.” Megan Cochran, FL

“I feel like I don’t have the time or means to fully participate in society. I work so much and I
struggle to make ends meet for my own family. If I made a higher wage I could be more
engaged in my community, able to participate in the economy and more active politically. I feel
held hostage by my own financial desperation. Care work is the most human labor, the most
important work to be done. It should be valued.” Elodie Rain, CA

Additional Signatories

1. Brown, Cherry, AL
2. Nolen, Tanya, AL
3. Pike, Barbara, AL
4. Apone, James, AK
5. Aragon, Guadalupe g, AZ
6. Camarena, Ancelma, AZ
7. Gonzalez, Vilma, AZ
8. Hanson, Gayle, AZ
9. Nadborne, Irs, AZ
10. Stepp, Kristi, AZ
11. Ulloa, Maria, AZ
12. Edwards, Donna, AR
13. Layton, Karen, AR
14. Lee, Armegine, AR
15. Richmond, Terri, AR
16. Ward, LaMonte, AR
17. Aguirre, Myrna, CA
18. Anaral, Dora, CA
19. Barrios, Mary Grace, CA
20. Bernal, Allen, CA
21. Bolsega, Barbara, CA
22. CAMPA, GINA, CA
23. Colores, Reina, CA
24. Enriquez, Delrene, CA
25. Fernandez, Gwendolyn, CA
26. Garcia, Ana, CA

27. Gomez hernandez, Isidra yasmin,
CA

28. Hernández, Beatriz, CA
29. Israel, Carolyn, CA
30. Jammal, Anthony, CA
31. Jones, Gwen, CA
32. Juarez, Rossa, CA
33. Lazarte, Ines, CA
34. Leon, Maria, CA
35. Liu, Xiaohui, CA
36. Milholland, Laurie, CA
37. Miranda, Norma, CA
38. Montenegro, Cynthia, CA
39. Navarro, Rosalinda, CA
40. Quinones, Ma, CA
41. Razo, Maria, CA
42. Reyes, Maria G, CA
43. Rightsell, Tiffany, CA
44. Rios, Gloria M., CA
45. Rodriguez, Luz, CA
46. Saslow, Rondi, CA
47. siddall, mark, CA
48. Tekin, Kveta, CA
49. Torres, Margarita, CA
50. Valencia, Liliana, CA
51. Vazquez, Celia, CA



52. Vega, Marta, CA
53. Velasquez, Arlin, CA
54. Villalva, Miriam, CA
55. Villarreal, Ruth, CA
56. Walls, Samantha, CA
57. Wolfe, Anna, CA
58. Zuniga, Iris, CA
59. Fox, Linda, CO
60. Lewis, Jody, CO
61. Vigil, Henrietta, CO
62. Garcia muños, Luz Mary, CT
63. Haase, Kathrine, CT
64. Jara, Nelli, CT
65. Lenz, Pat, CT
66. NGIGI, RUTH, DC
67. Castro, Yolanda, FL
68. Christopher, Luisa, FL
69. De la cruz, Jeanette, FL
70. De zayas, Nancy, FL
71. Fernandez, Digna, FL
72. González González, Soraya, FL
73. Gonzalez, Lizett, FL
74. Grady-Roy, Rori-Kate, FL
75. Hayes, Courtney, FL
76. Jones, Hazel, FL
77. Lau Ginarte, Amelia Margarita, FL
78. Maldonado, Ada, FL
79. Marquez, Ana, FL
80. Mesa, Diana, FL
81. Padilla, Claudia, FL
82. Pierre Etienne, Roselaine T, FL
83. Santos, Diana, FL
84. Terry, Phyllis, FL
85. Thelen, Elizabeth, FL
86. Urrea, Olga, FL
87. Valois, Ileana, FL
88. Zamora, Mirian, FL
89. Acosta, Gissett, GA
90. Akujorobi, Terrie, GA
91. Banks, Shirley, GA
92. Butler, Charlotte, GA
93. Butler, Starkesha, GA
94. Cleveland, Alicia, GA
95. Cooper, Fay, GA

96. English, Notasha, GA
97. Escamilla, Ruth, GA
98. Farinas, Marisol, GA
99. Grant, Luchon, GA
100. Grisham, Felicia, GA
101. Grisham, Pamela, GA
102. Harden, Kenneth, GA
103. Holley, Jarrett, GA
104. Hooker, Asia, GA
105. Johnson, Lillian, GA
106. Lamar, Jacqueline, GA
107. Lanier, Tameca, GA
108. Lincoln, Shirley, GA
109. Mile, Barbara, GA
110. Newton, Zaria, GA
111. Reddic, Leonard, GA
112. Rollins, Sunte, GA
113. Sargent, Shakia, GA
114. Shoemake, Ronrico, GA
115. Spurley, Walter, GA
116. Thomas, Nyesha, GA
117. Torres, Arisleida, GA
118. Williams, Deborah Ann, GA
119. Williford, Marissa, GA
120. chang, willow, HI
121. HOLLORAN, HEIDI, HI
122. Bressler, Robin, IA
123. Routh, Ashley, IA
124. Boutross, Shirley, IL
125. Burley, Shonnieta, IL
126. Canellada, Ivonne, IL
127. Charles, Judith, IL
128. Diaz, Odila, IL
129. Edwards, Joann, IL
130. Granberry, Kendall, IL
131. Griffin, Venita, IL
132. Karge, Bernadine, IL
133. LIBATOG, Liza claire, IL
134. Licea, Angela, IL
135. Marks, Veronica, IL
136. Ojeda, Guadalupe, IL
137. Rojas, Aurora, IL
138. Valdes, Juanita, IL
139. Bravo, Maria, IN



140. Peterson, Nathan, IN
141. Sanders, Joyce, IN
142. Gurno Williams, Teresa, KS
143. Howardsr, Myrell, LA
144. Romero Arellano, Lisbet, LA
145. Trahan, Elizabeth, LA
146. Cole, Maronda, MD
147. Gomez, Lesly, MD
148. Griffin, Pamela, MD
149. Imlay, Marc And Alice, MD
150. Jones, Ervin, MD
151. Mamani, Linda, MD
152. Thomas, Nathan, MD
153. Amaya, Guadalupe, MA
154. Cordon, Gladis, MA
155. Lora, Maria, MA
156. Muchene, Jane, MA
157. Nwoke, Eunice, MA
158. Portillo, Sandra, MA
159. Richmond, Gail, MA
160. Tembo, Alice, MA
161. Walton-Blanchard, Deborah, MA
162. Watson, Chase, MA
163. Alexander, RaChelle, MI
164. Callaghan, Carol, MI
165. Chisholm, Stuart, MI
166. Drew, Tonya, MI
167. Ford, Roachal, MI
168. Ingram, Carlene, MI
169. Jones, Elise, MI
170. Mason, Kathy, MI
171. Prather, Clarissa, MI
172. TRENT, SHANNON, MI
173. Buckhanan, Etoile, MN
174. Simones, Annie, MN
175. Strand, Jeffrey, MN
176. Vann, Kevin, MN
177. Vaughter, Zoe, MN
178. Newell, karen, MS
179. Wilson, Maggie, MS
180. Cochran, Lisa, MO
181. Killiebrew, Felicia, MO
182. Rajagopalan, Desikan, MO
183. Baires, Mercedes, NV

184. Lara, Desiree, NV
185. Oliver, Tamika, NV
186. Ross, Shanta Nicole, NV
187. Stevens, Angie, NV
188. Tlatelpa, Lorena, NV
189. Hernández, Antonia, NJ
190. Herrera, Claudia, NJ
191. Infante, Luisa, NJ
192. Joseph, Myrna, NJ
193. Morfe, Ingrid, NJ
194. Ratto, Elba, NJ
195. Santos, Belkis, NJ
196. Tomlinson, Sammoya, NJ
197. Zacarias, Cecille, NJ
198. Hernandez, Silvia, NM
199. Leslie, Claudette, NM
200. Lundy, Glenda, NM
201. M Armendariz, Nadia, NM
202. Tapia, Maria, NM
203. A JUAREZ, LILLIAM, NY
204. Acevedo de Peña, Silvia, NY
205. Aquino, Elizabeth, NY
206. Arteaga, Ines, NY
207. Avila, Cecilia, NY
208. Beam, Khedije, NY
209. Blackett, Marilyn, NY
210. Cabrera, Albanely, NY
211. Cabrera, Ceistobalina, NY
212. Camacho, Patricia, NY
213. Cedillo, Alicia, NY
214. Ciprian, Milagros, NY
215. Coello, Vilma, NY
216. De la cruz, Zeneyda, NY
217. Feliz, Yoselin, NY
218. France, Shir, NY
219. García, Yajaira, NY
220. Georgaroudakis, Chris, NY
221. Gibson, Anna, NY
222. Gonzale, Santa, NY
223. Gualan, Maria, NY
224. Gulla, Theresa, NY
225. Jean Jacques, Francisca, NY
226. Jefferson, Georgina, NY
227. Lama, Bhawani B, NY



228. Lloyd, Vanessa, NY
229. Lora de la Rosa, Benigna, NY
230. McRae, Dshea, NY
231. Mejia, Maria, NY
232. Mejias, Carmen, NY
233. Mendoza, Teresa, NY
234. Morin, Michel, NY
235. Ocampo, Luz, NY
236. Osorio, Maria, NY
237. Paltan, Tatiana, NY
238. Ramirez, Jovis Ramirez, NY
239. Ramirez, Marilanda, NY
240. Rodriguez, Belkys, NY
241. Santiago Guzman, Vonmarie, NY
242. Sierra, Luz, NY
243. Sinama, Hlwngiwe, NY
244. Singh, Rohenie, NY
245. thapa, Lalita, NY
246. Trinidad, Massiel, NY
247. Urena, Onaldy, NY
248. Williams, Eramaline Williams, NY
249. Young, Benita, NY
250. Barnwell, Kristina, NC
251. Bell, Brenda, NC
252. Burns, Roxie, NC
253. Dennis, Tonya, NC
254. Earnhardt, Maria, NC
255. Edmundson, Hilda, NC
256. Holmberg, Melissa, NC
257. Janeway, Barbara, NC
258. Johnson, Maria, NC
259. Leyva, Dalgis, NC
260. Moore, Joi, NC
261. Parks, Yolandra, NC
262. Richardson, Robert, NC
263. Riggins, Marilyn, NC
264. Splawn, Traci, NC
265. Ulasi, Pamela, NC
266. McDowall, Sarah, ND
267. Sepulveda, Tana, OH
268. Ramos, Karla, OK
269. little, summer, OR
270. Barrera, Adriana, PA
271. Díaz, Maria del Carmen, PA

272. Dutka, Cindy M., PA
273. Ehrenzeller, Elizabeth, PA
274. Fortune De Sormeaux,

Catherine, PA
275. Garcia, Marilin, PA
276. McGlinch, Suzan, PA
277. potts-fazen, Joann, PA
278. Redd, Venicha, PA
279. Rivera, Margarita, PA
280. Savoy, DJuna, PA
281. Thol, Bonnie, PA
282. Thompson, Dawn, PA
283. Allen, Rasheena, SC
284. Benjamin, Shimera, SC
285. Campbell, Deborah, SC
286. Dixon, ShAkilea, SC
287. Jones, Felicia, SC
288. Wilson, Awunika, SC
289. Starnes, Clairice, TN
290. Veneron, Emma, TN
291. Alvarado, Maria, TX
292. Balli, Joaquina, TX
293. Brito, Mayra, TX
294. Cacho, Mercedes, TX
295. Celestino, Valentina, TX
296. Chavolla Garcia, Cristina, TX
297. Diaz, Urany, TX
298. Enendu, Precious, TX
299. Gamboa, Silvia, TX
300. Garcia, Marcia, TX
301. Gonzalez, Veronica, TX
302. Hernandez, Alma, TX
303. Hernandez, Rosa, TX
304. Herrera, Herlinda, TX
305. Jenkins, Danyelle, TX
306. Jordan, Sharunda, TX
307. Lopez, Maria, TX
308. Lopez, Maria, TX
309. Martinez, Evangelina, TX
310. Martinez, Leticia, TX
311. Martinez, Maria, TX
312. Mata, Veromica, TX
313. Ochoa, Guadalupe, TX
314. Ocon, Lorenza, TX



315. OKOTH, Bonnie, TX
316. Olivares Mendoza, Alma, TX
317. ONGONGO, Tamara, TX
318. Perez, Maria, TX
319. pittman, cynthia, TX
320. Reyes, Lili, TX
321. Ruiz, Emma, TX
322. Sanchez, Luz, TX
323. Smith, Emily, TX
324. Soto, Maria c, TX
325. Speights, Linda, TX
326. Tovar, Dulce, TX
327. Valenzuela, Lidia, TX
328. Vasquez matute, Gladis, TX
329. Velasquez, Celia, TX
330. Villalta, Alexandra, TX
331. Young, Antoinette, TX
332. Cadavid, Amalia, UT
333. Fenstermaker, Judy, UT
334. Aragon, Alba, VA
335. Cumbe, Luisa, VA
336. Robinson, Christine, VA
337. Cazorla, Adriana, WA
338. Dilts, TERESA, WA
339. Duran Cervera, Maria, WA
340. Gonzalez, lucia, WA
341. Kimble, Melissa, WA
342. Olson, Jeri, WA
343. shuler, heidi, WA
344. Frohn, Joyce, WI
345. Rashid, Ruyayeem, WI


