
Transparency is important, but it needs to be actionable. You don’t choose a restaurant based on how 
much it pays for all its ingredients or its labor costs. You shop based on quality and the price you pay 
for your order. Under the currently proposed price transparency rule, patients would make decisions 
under System 1. System 2 is a better alternative. 

Pepperoni
$3.00/lb

Flour
$4/bag

Gluten- Free Flour
$4/bag

Pizza Box
$5.09/12

Napkins
$12.50/100

Utensils
$20/box

Sausage
$11.59/lb

Mushroom
$4.00/lb

Pineapple
$3.50/ea

Cleaning Supplies
$15/box

Salt
$15/ 2 lb

Delivery
$15/hour

Kitchen Staff
$15.25/hour

Cheese
$9.99/oz

Cheddar Cheese
$10.02/oz

Tomatoes
$10.02/oz

Onions
$0.87/lb

Peppers
$0.50 ea.

Olives
$2.60/oz.

Transparency That Truly Empowers Consumers

Total: $26.05

Total: $18.99

Pizzeria A 

Pizzeria B 

Rating

Rating

Total: $23.00
Pizzeria C 

Rating

The same should be true for health care. The countless billing codes that a hospital might charge for 
an episode of care don’t provide actionable information for a patient. There are too many, they use 
confusing language, and there’s no way to know which ones the hospital will apply.

A patient should be able to know how much an episode of care is expected to cost for them at each 
facility and the quality rating of that health care provider. This is the kind of meaningful transparency 
that can empower consumers and create real competition. 

Total: $2,940

Total: $3,005

Hospital A 

Hospital B 

Rating

Rating

Total: $3,331
Hospital C 

Rating

One price for your pizza. 

Flexible Sigmoidoscopy
$1,676

Colonoscopy through 
stoma; with biopsy, 
single or multiple

$2,367

Colonoscopy, flexible; 
diagnostic, including 

collection of specimen(s) 
by brushing or washing, 

when performed
$1,914

ANESTHESIA UPPER 
ANTERIOR ABDOMINAL 

WALL NOS
$780

Anesthesia for procedure 
on upper rear abdominal 

wall
$780

Anesthesia for 
therapeutic nerve 

block
$1,000

Colonoscopy flexible with 
biopsy, single or multiple

$2,479
Med trng & support

$27/15 min

Opps service, sched team conf
$84

Asser com tx face-face
$77/15 min

Asser comm pgm per diem
$918

Blood typing, serologic; ABO
$11

Injection beneath the skin or into 
muscle for therapy, diagnosis, or 

prevention
$158

Colonoscopy through 
stoma; with removal of 
tumor(s), polyp(s), or 
other lesion(s) by hot 

biopsy forceps
$2,425

System 1 System 2

System 1 System 2

One price for your colonoscopy. 


