The Conservation
woriliance  oom

May 23, 2019

Secretary Sonny Perdue

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

RE: Protection of the National Forest Roadless Area Conservation Rule
Dear Secretary Perdue:

As companies that make and sell products for recreating in the outdoors, we strongly
oppose recent proposals to exempt National Forests in Utah and Alaska from the Roadless
Area Conservation Rule (Roadless Rule). National Forest roadless areas - including 4
million acres in Utah and 9.3 million acres in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest - provide
some of the finest outdoor recreation opportunities in the United States. Millions of
people enjoy hiking, biking, camping, hunting, fishing, and other recreational activities in
the scenic backcountry of the National Forests every year.

The recreational uses and values of roadless areas and other public lands serve as the
backbone of the United States’ growing outdoor recreation economy. According to a study
conducted by the Outdoor Industry Association, our industry generates $887 billion in
annual consumer spending, creates 7.6 million jobs, and brings in $59.2 billion in state and
local tax revenue. Public land policies like the Roadless Rule are essential to the continued
health of the industry and the communities that rely on it.

Adopted in 2001 after one of the most extensive public involvement processes in the
history of federal rulemaking, the Roadless Rule protected 58.5 million acres of roadless
areas from harmful road building and commercial logging. More than 1.7 million people
commented during the 2001 rulemaking process, of which the vast majority favored strong
roadless area protection. A recent public opinion poll conducted by The Pew Charitable
Trusts found that 75 percent of the public support the Roadless Rule, with rural and urban
residents equally supportive.

The stakes are high for the outdoor recreation industry in Utah and Alaska. The Outdoor
Alliance estimates that Utah's proposal would roll back or eliminate protections for roughly
80 percent of currently protected areas in Utah for backcountry skiing, paddling, hiking,
and mountain biking. Likewise, Alaska’s tourism industry depends on the Tongass'
continued scenic wildness and thriving wildlife, qualities that make the Tongass unique in
the world and attractive to global visitors. In 2013, the Forest Service estimated that
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Southeast Alaska's visitor industry employed 6,707 people and accounted for 15 percent of

total regional employment.

The Roadless Rule has provided effective protection for wildland recreational opportunities
for nearly two decades. Exempting Utah or Alaska from this important national policy
would irreparably damage roadless areas and recreational values in those states and set a
bad precedent for reducing roadless area protection elsewhere. We respectfully ask that
you take no action to eliminate or loosen Roadless Rule safeguards in Utah or Alaska.

Please uphold the Roadless Rule.
Sincerely,

John Sterling

Executive Director

The Conservation Alliance
Bend, OR 97703

Chris Kostman

Chief Adventure Officer and Race Director
AdventureCORPS, Inc

Oak Park, CA 91377

Caroline Duell

CEO

All Good

Morro Bay, CA 93442

Dunham Gooding
President

American Alpine Institute
Bellingham, WA 98224

Stephen Welch

General Manager

American River Touring Association, Inc.
Groveland, CA 95321

Nate Shute

PLM & Trade Marketing Manager
The Arbor Collective

Venice, CA 90292

Dan Walker

Social Impact Lead
Arc'Teryx Equipment, Inc.
Vancouver, WAV7H 1A8

Rodney Smith

CEO

Backpacker’'s Pantry
Boulder, CO 80301

Derek Ling

CEO

Better

San Francisco, CA 94107

Kathleen Martin
CEO

BOCO Gear
Boulder, CO 80301

Jack Schniepp

Owner

Cascade Financial Strategies
Bend, OR 97703

Paul Kirwin

CEO

Channel Signal
Park City, UT 84068



Paul Svrcek

Representative, North America & Europe
Dongah Aluminum Corporation (DAC)
Vashon, WA 98070

Becca Cahall
Co-Founder and CEO
Duct Tape Then Beer
Seattle, WA

98105

Amy Allison
Marketing Manager
ENO

Asheville, NC 28801

Patrick Webber
Co-Founder

Four Points Par
Denver, CO 80216

David Koorits
CooOo
Good-To-Go
Kittery, ME 03904

Travis Merrigan
Co-Founder
GRAYL

Seattle, WA 98112

Damien Etchaubard
Marketing Director
Helly Hansen

Sumner, WA 98390

Andy Marker
Owner and President
IPA Connect
Hood River, OR 97031

Erik Burbank

Global GM for Outdoor, Kids, & Lifestyle
KEEN, Inc.

Portland, OR 97212

Lisa Issenberg
Artist and Owner
Kiitella

Ridgway, CO 81432

Jeff Cresswell

Co-Owner and Brand Steward
Klean Kanteen

Chico, CA 95973

Kevin Boyle

President

KUHL

Salt Lake City, UT 84104

Ryan Mayo

Founder and Owner

Last Exit Goods

Steamboat Springs, CO 80487

Charlie Clark
Director of Impact
MiiR

Seattle, WA 98103

Ben Moon

Founder and Director
Moonhouse

Pacific City, OR 97135

Leta Kalfas
Principal
MTNSTUFF
Denver, CO 80238



Kelly Nester

CEO

Nester Hosiery
Mount Airy, NC 27030

Zachary Collier
Owner and Outfitter

Northwest Rafting Company

Hood River, OR 97031

Amy Beck

President

Oboz Footwear
Bozeman, MT 59715

Geoff O'Keeffe
President

O’Keeffe Consulting, LLC
Boulder, CO 80302

Layne Rigney
CEO

Osprey Packs
Cortez, CO 91321

Jared Kennedy
Co-Founder and CEO
Outdoor Project
Portland, OR 97212

Angela Salido
Owner

Outside In
Bend, OR 97703

Annie Nyborg
Sustainability Director
Peak Design

San Francisco, CA 94102

David Egan

Owner
PerpetualMotion NW
Fall City, WA 98024

Mark (Roody) Rasmussen
Project Director - The Americas
Petzl Foundation

Salt Lake City, UT 84117

David Costello
Principal

Rising Tide Associates
Marblehead, MA 01945

Patrick Kruse

Founder and R&D Director
Ruffwear

Bend, OR 97703

Eric Brody

Principal

Shift Advantage, Inc
Portland, OR 97211

Linda Balfour

Global Director of Marketing
Superfeet Worldwide
Ferndale, WA 98248

Kim Brannock
Founder

SY Design
Bend, OR 97211

Penny Porterfield

VP Operations and Business Dev.
The ZaneRay Group

Whitefish, MT 59937



Erik Flink

VP

Therm-a-Rest
Seattle, WA 98134

Gordon Seabury

CEO

Toad & Co

Santa Barbara, CA 93103

Craig Randall
Marketing Manager
Ultimate Direction
Boulder, CO 90301

John Waller

Owner

Uncage the Soul Productions
Portland, OR 97214

Emily Nuchols
Owner and Founder
Under Solen Media
Portland, OR 97206

Kevney Dugan
President and CEO
Visit Bend

Bend, OR 97703

Anna Leavitt
Controller
Waypoint Outdoor
Seattle, WA 98119

Alison Dennis
Founder and CEO
WeighMyRack LLC
Sheridan, WY 92228



