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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY  

Statement of Regulatory and Deregulatory Priorities  

  The Department of Energy (Department or DOE) makes vital contributions to the Nation's welfare 

through its activities focused on improving national security, energy supply, energy efficiency, 

environmental remediation, and energy research. The Department's mission is to:  

• Promote dependable, affordable and environmentally sound production and distribution of 

energy;  

• Advance energy efficiency and conservation;  

• Provide responsible stewardship of the Nation's nuclear weapons;  

• Provide a responsible resolution to the environmental legacy of nuclear weapons production; and  

• Strengthen U.S. scientific discovery, economic competitiveness, and improve quality of life 

through innovations in science and technology.  

  The Department’s regulatory activities are essential to achieving its critical mission and to 

implementing the President’s clean energy and climate initiatives. Among other things, the Regulatory 

Plan and the Unified Agenda contain the rulemakings the Department will be engaged in during the 

coming year to fulfill the Department’s commitment to meeting deadlines for issuance of energy 

conservation standards and related test procedures. The Regulatory Plan and Unified Agenda also reflect 

the Department’s continuing commitment to cut costs, reduce regulatory burden, and increase 

responsiveness to the public.  

  

Energy Efficiency Program for Consumer Products and Commercial Equipment  

   The Energy Policy and Conservation Act (EPCA) requires DOE to set appliance efficiency 

standards at levels that achieve the maximum improvement in energy efficiency that is technologically 

feasible and economically justified. The Department continues to follow its schedule for setting new 
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appliance efficiency standards by both tackling its backlog of rulemakings with missed statutory deadlines 

and advancing rulemakings with upcoming statutory deadlines. In 2022, DOE has published 55 actions 

relating to energy conservation standards, including nine final actions; 45 actions relating to test 

procedures, including 18 final rules; and four actions related to coverage determinations, including three 

final rules. DOE tentatively plans to publish three additional actions relating to energy conservation 

standards and seven actions relating to test procedures by the end of the year. These rulemakings are 

expected to save American consumers billions of dollars in energy costs over a 30-year timeframe.  

  The Department is highlighting one important energy conservation standard rule entitled “Energy  

Conservation Standards for Residential Non-Weatherized Gas Furnaces and Mobile Home Gas  

Furnaces.” For non-weatherized gas furnaces and mobile home gas furnaces, DOE estimates that energy 

savings for active mode operation (in terms of annual fuel utilization efficiency (AFUE)) will be 5.48 quads 

over 30 years and that the net benefit to the Nation will be between $6.2 billion and $21.6 billion. DOE 

estimates that energy savings for standby mode and off mode operation will be 0.28 quads over 30 years 

and that the net benefit to the Nation will be between $1.1 billion and $3.4 billion.  

  

Federal Agency Leadership in Climate Change  

   Beyond the appliance program, DOE is supporting Federal agency leadership in climate change 

in various ways, including in its “Clean Energy Rule for New Federal Buildings and Major Renovations”  

(Clean Energy Rule), which implements a provision of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 

(EISA) that requires the Department to establish revised-performance standards for the construction of all 

new Federal buildings, including commercial buildings, multi-family high-rise residential buildings, and 

low-rise residential buildings. Consistent with the requirements in EISA, this rule presents revised Federal 

building energy performance standards that would require reductions in Federal agencies’ on-site use of 

fossil fuels (which include coal, petroleum, natural gas, oil shales, bitumens, tar sands, and heavy oils) 

consistent with the targets of EPCA and EISA, and provides processes by which agencies can petition 

DOE for the downward adjustment of these targets for buildings. For covered buildings for which design 
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for construction or whole building renovation begins in fiscal year 2030 or beyond, the fossil fuelgenerated 

energy consumption of the building must be zero for all building types and climate zones, based on the 

calculation established in the regulations.   

  

    

Investing in Clean Energy Projects  

  The “Loan Guarantees for Clean Energy Projects” interim final rule would amend DOE’s 

regulations implementing the Title XVII loan guarantee program to incorporate new categories of eligible 

projects and other provisions of the Energy Act of 2020, the Infrastructure Investment Act of 2021, and 

the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022.  The rule would also include other changes to the existing regulations 

based on experiences gained implementing the Title XVII program and on comments recently received 

from stakeholders in response to DOE’s Request for Information.  The rule would enable DOE’s use of 

nearly $300 billion of additional loan authority for a broad range of energy projects.  


