
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA)   

Statement of Regulatory Priorities  

  

   The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers services and benefit programs that serve to 

honor our sacred obligation to those who served this Nation.  VA’s regulatory responsibility is almost 

solely confined to carrying out mandates of the laws enacted by Congress relating to programs for 

veterans and their families.  VA’s major regulatory objective is to implement these laws with fairness, 

justice, and efficiency.  

   Most of the regulations issued by VA involve at least one of three VA components:  The Veterans  

Benefits Administration, the Veterans Health Administration, and the National Cemetery Administration.  

The primary mission of the Veterans Benefits Administration is to provide high-quality and timely 

nonmedical benefits to eligible veterans and their dependents.  The primary mission of the Veterans 

Health Administration is to provide high-quality health care on a timely basis to eligible veterans through 

its system of medical centers, nursing homes, domiciliaries, and outpatient medical and dental facilities.  

The primary mission of the National Cemetery Administration is to honor the legacy of eligible veterans, 

members of the Reserve components, and their dependents through burial in VA National Cemeteries 

and to maintain those cemeteries as national shrines in perpetuity as a final tribute of a grateful Nation to 

commemorate their service and sacrifice to our Nation.  

   VA’s regulatory priority plan consists of twelve (12) high priority regulations that serve to facilitate 

the President’s and Secretary’s priorities for supporting veterans and improving VA programs and 

policies. These priorities include addressing the harmful effects associate with toxic exposure during 

military service, ending Veteran homelessness, reducing Veteran suicide, addressing the safety and 

wellbeing of veterans, caregivers, and VA clinical staff as the circumstances regarding COVID-19 

continue to evolve, and  promoting equity amongst underserved, vulnerable, and marginalized 

communities and veteran populations.  VA is prioritizing these key Administration priorities by developing 



a structured plan as well as increasing resources to implement the provisions of these regulations and 

publish them as quickly as possible.  

   Additionally, the goal of VA’s structured plan effectively implements statutory responsibilities, 

including those authorized through the [insert full name of PACT, and cite P.L.], by providing a “One-VA” 

experience for all Veterans, family members, survivors, and caregivers to proactively receive timely 

benefits, services, and high-quality health care through an empowered and engaged workforce.  This 

process highlights VA priorities, promotes planning and coordination, and encourages public participation 

in the regulatory process.  

  

These priority regulations are listed below in order of chronological RIN assignment, not by priority.  

  

• RIN 2900-AQ30 Final Rule – Modifying Copayments for Veterans at High Risk for Suicide 

VA amends its medical regulations that govern copayments for outpatient medical care and 

medications by effectively eliminating the copayment for outpatient care and reducing the 

copayment for medications dispensed to veterans identified as being at high risk for suicide.  

These amendments are in accordance with the President’s priorities of reducing suicide.  

  

• RIN 2900-AQ96 Final Rule – Home Visits in Family Caregivers During COVID-19 National  

Emergency  

VA is revising its regulations that govern VA’s Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family  

Caregivers (PCAFC) to relax the requirement for in-person home visits during the National 

Emergency related to Coronavirus Disease-2019 (COVID-19 and to ensure the safety and 

wellbeing of veterans, caregivers, and VA clinical staff as the circumstances regarding COVID-19 

continue to evolve.  



  

• RIN 2900-AR10 Proposed Rule – Updating VA Adjudication Regulations for Disability or  

Death Benefit Claims Related to Exposure to Certain Herbicide Agents  

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its adjudication regulations relating 

to exposure to herbicides, such as Agent Orange, in order to incorporate the provisions of the 

Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019 (the BWN Act). This proposed rule would extend 

the presumed area of exposure to the offshore waters of the Republic of Vietnam and expand the 

date ranges for presumption of exposure in the Republic of Vietnam and Korea. This rule would 

also clarify the definition of a Nehmer class member and establish entitlement to spina bifida 

benefits for children of certain veterans who served in Thailand. On the basis of VA’s general 

rulemaking authority, VA also proposes to establish a presumption of herbicide exposure for 

certain veterans who served in Thailand and also proposes to codify longstanding procedures for 

searching for payees entitled to Nehmer class action settlement payments.  Lastly, this proposed 

rule incorporates the provisions contained in VA’s RIN 2900-AR45, titled, Diseases Associated 

with Exposure to Certain Herbicide Agents (Bladder Cancer, Parkinsonism, and Hypothyroidism)” 

as a result of VA withdrawing RIN 2900-AR45 from the Fall 2022 Unified Agenda.  The proposed 

amendments in this regulation are in accordance with the President’s priorities to address military  

toxic exposures.  

  

• RIN 2900-AR16 Final Rule – Staff Sergeant Parker Gordon Fox Suicide Prevention Grant  

Program  

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) amends it’s regulations to reduce veteran suicide 

through a three-year community-based grant program to award grants to eligible entities to 

provide or coordinate the provision of suicide prevention services to eligible individuals and their 



families. This rulemaking specifies grant eligibility criteria, application requirements, scoring 

criteria, constraints on the allocation and use of the funds, and other requirements necessary to 

implement this grant program.  These amendments are in accordance with the President’s 

priorities of reducing suicide.  

  

• RIN 2900-AR48 Interim Final Rule – Copayment Exemption for Indian Veterans The 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is amending its medical regulations to implement a statute 

exempting Indian veterans from copayment requirements for the receipt of hospital care or 

medical services under laws administered by VA.  These amendments are in accordance with the  

President’s priorities by advancing equity and support to underserved, vulnerable and 

marginalized communities.  

  

• RIN 2900-AR60 Proposed Rule – Pilot Veterans Services Organization Complementary and  

Integrative Health Self-Care Well-Being Center Grant  

The Department of Veterans Affairs is proposing regulations to implement legislation authorizing  

VA to conduct a new, two-year grant program to fund eligible veterans services organizations 

(VSOs) to upgrade their community facilities, through construction or repair, to serve as 

complementary and integrative health self-care well-being (CIH W-B) centers to promote and 

expand CIH W-B programs. These regulations would specify grant eligibility criteria, the number 

of grants available, their maximum amount, constraints on the allocation and use of the funds, 

and other requirements necessary to implement this pilot grant program. These proposed 

amendments are in accordance with the President’s priorities by advancing equity and support to  

underserved, vulnerable and marginalized communities.  

  



• RIN 2900-AR69 Proposed Rule – Expanded Burial Benefits under P.L. 116-315  The 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its adjudication regulations pertaining to 

burial benefits. Amendments include expanding reimbursement of transportation expenses to 

include covered Veterans’ cemeteries, a single payment rate for non-serviceconnected burial 

allowances regardless of the location of a qualifying Veteran’s death, and extending the VA Plot 

or Interment Allowance to a tribal organization for interment of an eligible Veteran on trust land 

owned by, or held in trust for, a tribal organization. As amended, the regulations will conform to 

statutory changes enacted by sections 2201 and 2202 of the Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, 

M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvement Act of 2020 and Division CC of the Burial 

Equity for Guards and Reserves Act of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022. The changes 

expand reimbursement of transportation expenses to include covered Veterans’ cemeteries and 

provide a single payment rate for non-serviceconnected burial allowances regardless of the 

location of a qualifying Veteran’s death and will coincide with the effective date for the 

amendments to the United States Code (January 5, 2023), which is the date that is two years 

after the date of enactment of the Public Law. Furthermore, the changes extending the VA Plot or 

Interment Allowance to a tribal organization for interment of eligible Veterans on trust land owned 

by, or held in trust for, a tribal organization will coincide with the effective date for the 

amendments to the United States Code (March 15, 2022), which is the date of the enactment of 

the Public Law. These proposed amendments are in accordance with the President’s priorities by 

advancing equity and support to underserved, vulnerable and marginalized communities.  

  

• RIN 2900-AR73 Final Rule – Technical Revisions to Expand Health Care for Certain Toxic 

Exposure and Overseas Contingency Service   

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is issuing this rule to amend its medical regulations 

governing eligibility for VA health care and copayment requirements to conform to recent 

statutory changes made by section 103 of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our 

Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-168 (PACT Act). VA is 



changing its medical benefits enrollment criteria to include toxic-exposed veterans and veterans 

who supported certain overseas contingency operations, to exempt such veterans from 

copayments for certain care, and to provide per diem for nursing home care for such veterans.   

The amendments in this regulation are in accordance with the President’s priorities to address  

toxic exposure.  

  

• RIN 2900-AR74 Final Rule – Procedural Updates for the PACT Act   

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is issuing this final rule to amend its adjudication 

regulations to add additional presumptive exposure locations for radiation, as indicated in the  

Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics 

Act of 2022. The intended effect of this amendment is to ease the evidentiary burden of this 

population of Veterans who file claims with VA based on radiation exposure in these locations.   

The amendments in this regulation are in accordance with the President’s priorities to address 

toxic exposure.  

  

• RIN 2900-AR75 Proposed Rule – Updating VA Adjudication Regulations for Disability or 

Death Benefits Based on Toxic Exposure  

The Department of Veterans Affairs is proposing to amend its adjudication regulations to 

implement provisions of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to 

Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-168 (PACT Act). The statute amended 

procedures applicable to claims based on toxic exposure and modified or established 

presumptions of service connection related to toxic exposure. Pursuant to the Act, VA is 

proposing to remove the manifestation period requirement and the minimum compensable 

evaluation requirement from Gulf War claims based on undiagnosed illness and medically 

unexplained chronic multisymptom illnesses. VA is also proposing to expand the definition of a 

Persian Gulf Veteran and update the list of locations eligible for a presumption of exposure to 



toxic substances, chemicals, or hazards based on Gulf War service. To implement additional 

provisions of the Act, VA is also proposing to codify the procedure for determining when 

examinations and medical nexus opinions are required for claims based on toxic exposure.  The 

proposed amendments in this regulation are in accordance with the President’s priorities to 

address toxic exposure.  

  

• RIN 2900-AR76 Proposed Rule – Reevaluation of Claims for Dependency and Indemnity 

Compensation Based on Public Law 117-168  

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its adjudication regulations   

concerning certain awards of Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC). Relevant 

claimants will be eligible to elect a reevaluation of certain previously denied DIC determinations 

pursuant to changes that establish or modify a presumption of service-connection. Any award 

following reevaluation may be made retroactive to the date of a previously denied claim as if the 

establishment or modification of the presumption of service-connection had been in effect on the 

date of the submission of the original claim. With respect to new or initial awards of DIC pending 

before VA on or after August 10, 2022, VA proposes to utilize the most advantageous effective 

date amongst 38 CFR 3.114 and 3.400, to potentially grant an award earlier than August 10, 

2022, if applicable. Lastly, as the PACT Act is silent with respect to changes in the accrued or 

substitution process as it relates to the reevaluation of DIC claims, VA proposes utilizing the 

regular processes regarding accrued and substitution benefits contained in 38 U.S.C. 5121 and 

5121A. The amendments within this proposed rulemaking incorporate legislative updates enacted 

by the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive 

Toxics Act of 2022, or the Honoring our PACT Act of 2022 (Pub. L.) 117-168) (PACT Act) and will 

bring federal regulations into conformance with the statutory changes.  The proposed 

amendments in this regulation are in accordance with the President’s priorities to address toxic 

exposure.  

  



• RIN 2900-AR77 Proposed Rule – Authorization of Electronic Notice in Claims Under Laws  

Administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs  

The Department of Veterans Affairs is proposing to amend its adjudication regulations to 

implement provisions of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to 

Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022, Pub. L. 117-168 (PACT Act). VA is proposing how 

to obtain a claimant’s election to opt-in to receive electronic notifications, how to revoke this 

option, and how electronic notification will be administered to eligible claimants. (Compensation, 

Pension, Insurance, Fiduciary, Veteran Readiness & Employment, Loan Guaranty, and  

Education).  The proposed amendments in this regulation are in accordance with the President’s 

priorities to address toxic exposure.  


